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TO THE READER, 


R. SILAS TOLD was a man of good un- 
derftanding, although not much indebted to 
education. In his life are many remarkable inftances 
_ of Divine Providence, fome of which. are of an 
extraordinary kind ; yet we may eafily credit them, 
if we confider, on the one hand, that he was a per- 
fon of eminent veracity, and on.the other, that be 
relates what he faw with his own eyes, and heard 
with his own ears, I believe thofe very paflages 
will be of ufe to ferious and candid readers. | 
_City-Roap, °° © JOHN WESLEY. 
Nov. 13, 1789" | E 
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Mr, SILAS TOLD. 


I Was born at the Lime-kilns, near the Hotwells, 
in the city of Briftol, on the gd day of April, | 
1711. My parents were very creditable people. 
My grandfather Told, who was an eminent phyfician 
at London, was poffeffed of a very plentiful eftate 
in houfes: my gtandmother alfo enjoyed a very 
confiderable fortune, at Torrington, in the Weft of 
England, worth about 6ool. per annum ; but hav- 
ing a great diflike to London, and her hufband’s 
- bufinefs fixing him there, caufed fó far a feparation 
_ between them, that their pofterity experienced very 

fatal confequences therefrom, as he took to hima 
houfe-keeper, who, as- I was informed by my mo- 
ther, when fhe found a fair opportunity, gave him 
what proved his end, and fecured all -his writings, 
and the title-deeds of the eftate, together with all 
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- not hold the eftate, yet, far a great number of years, 
-© and even to this day, feveral pedple have lived rent- 
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the ready-money, plate, jewels, &c. the family 
being abfent from London. And PE S aie 


free, for want.of proper title-deeds to empower the 
heir to receive the fame. l 


` When I firft came to London, after faithfully 


e 


. ferving my time to Capt. Mofes Lilly, of’ Briftol, 


on the feas, I was advifed to make a elaim te the 
efate ; but for want of money to go to law, toge- 
ther with the lofs of the writings, I declined it; and 
gave up.all hopes of being rohed thereby: and as 
to my grandmother Told’s eftate, in the weft, this 
never came within my knowledge. | ee 
My father was a phyfician at Briftol, and in great 


. @fteem throughout the city; but being a great 


fchemer, it proved his ruin, and the impoverithing of 


his family. One inftance was, the building a wet . 
dock at the Lime-kilns, where I was born; where — 
he laid out thirty-three hundred pounds, and loft. 


na 


every penny, by one Evans, for whom my father 
undertook the buffnefs, who failed, and went off: 
this laid my father under the neceflity of going out 


do&tor of a Guinea-man, in the‘courfe of which - 
-voyage he died, feaving' only fix hundred pounds , 


for the maintenance and education of five children, 
' My mother was bérn at Topfham, near Exeter, 
and was daughter to Captain Thomas Suckabitch, 
otherwife Suckfbury, who commanded a fhip up- 
wards of forty years.. Something remarkable is re- 
lated of my mother’s pedigree; in tracing which 
up to the fartheft knowledge, it has been reprefent- 
ed, that one of the Kings of the Weft Angles, 
being out on a certain day hunting with bis Nobles, 
difcovered a male child in the wood, with no one 
near it but a large bitch; the maid having Jeft the 
child with the bitch, whilft fhe went a nutting in 
the woods. The King, who found the child fucking 
the ‘bitch, carried it home, named it Suckabitch, 


and brought him up, giving him a large eftate round © 
the fpot where he was found, which the fucceeding 
ae eae `- generations - . 
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generations have feverally enjoyed to this day, but. 
altered the name to thatof Suckfbury. : 
My brother Jofeph, and fifter Dulcy, with my- 
felf,. were fent to nurfe at King’s-Wood, near 
Briftol, where we were taken care of by the mof 
tender-hearted woman I ever met with. At this 
place we all continued till I arrived at the age of 
eight years; my friends at Briftol then made interefè 
for. me to be admitted into the hofpital of Edward 
Colfon, Efq; on St. Augufline’s Back, near the 
Quay of Briftol: a fchool, I dare venture to fay, 
that cannot be furpaffed by any throughout Great- 
Britain for piety and Chriftian difcipline, having a 
minifter to attend twice a week regularly, for the 
inftru€tion of one hundred boys in their duty to- 
wards God and man. . E j 
Here it may not be improper to give an impartial 
account of the charafter and piety of this worthy 
benefa€tor ; and alfo of the wifdom and goodneis 
of Almighty God in raifing up fo ufeful a man to 
pofterity. - He was the fon-of Edward Colfen, a 
journeyman foap-boiler, whofe wages did riot exceed 
ten fhillings per week. He had ten children then 
living, of whom Edward was the eldeft, who, when 
he had arrived to an age fit to be put an apprentice, 
was bound to a Virginia captain, about the timié 


that the colonifts were tranfported to North America. 


This proved his firft rife, as his behaviour and hun- 
ble readinefs to obey his fuperiors; moved meny of 
the merchants, who firft fettled there, to make Ed- 
ward, the  cabin-boy, many prefents ; infomuch, 
that, before his fhip depaited from America for 
England, he-had acquired the fum of fifty pounds ; 


` and being of an exceeding liberal difpofition, on 


his arrival at Briol, he haftened with the fifty 
pounds, and difperfed eyery farthing thereof to 


the prifoners in Newgate. Shortly after he failed 


again- to Virginia, where, through the kind provi- 
dence of God, he gathered, among his former 
„friends, twice the money of the preceding voyage; 
and difpofed of the whole after the fame manner. 
ws A 3 At 
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.. At the age of forty years, he became a very 
eminent Eaft-India merchant, prior to the incorpo- 


ration of the Eaft-India Company, and had forty’- 


fail of thips ‘of his own, with immenfe riches flow- 
ing in upon him. He ftill remained uniform in his 
charitable difpofition, diftributing many theufand 


FR to various charities in and about London, 


efides private gifts in mfany parts of the kingdom. 
In the year 1708 he inftituted a very magnificent 
{chool on St. Auguftine’s Back, in Briftol, which 


coft him eleven thoufand pounds in the building, - 


and endowed the fame with between feventeen and 


eighteen hundred pounds per annum, for ever. He - 


Jikewife gave ten pounds for apprenticing every 
boy, and for twelve years after hii de 
to put thém into butnels. He maintained religious 
eeconomy in the {chool, fuch as prayers three times 
`- a day, performed by one of the fenior boys. He 
alfo caufed to be ere&ted a very grand alms-boufe, 
with an elegant chapel fituated in the front thereaf, 
on St. Michael’s-Hill, Briftol, for twenty-four old 
men, with a handfome allowance for every indivie 
dual, and a clergyman to attend them weekly. 


He founded a large free fchool in Temple- freee, `- 


` Briol, which was fet apart for the educatio and 
_ clothing of forty boys; and likewife provided for 
© ten old men in the city alms-houfe. I do not re- 
colle& any church throughout that ‘city, where a 
memorandum: of his donations to feveral ufeful 
charities is not recordéd. I bave been likewife in- 
formed that he built, at his own expence, the whele 
church and town of All Saints, near the Tolfey, 


Briftol ; together with many other public charities. 


‘mow extant in that city. gy l 
It has been frequently reported, that his private 
charities far exceeded thofe in pubiic.`I have heard, 
that one of his fhips trading to the Eaft Indies, hag 
been miffling upwards of three years, and was fup- 
- pofed to be deftroyed at fea; but at length fhe ar- 


rived, richly laden. When his principal clerk 


brought him the report of hes asrival, and of the 
oe ~ ches 


ath, ten pounds 
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riches on hoard, he faid, as the was totally given ‘up 
for loft, he would by no means claim any right tọ 
-her ; therefore he ordered the fhip and merchan- 
' dizes to be fold, and the produce thereof to be apa 
plied towards the relief of the needy, which difec. 
tions were immediately carried into execution. 
_ Another fingular inftance of his tender con{ciouf- 
nefs for charity was at the age of forty, when he 
entertained fome thoughts of changing his condition. 
He paid his addreffes to a se but being very ti- 
morous, left he fhould be hindered in his pidus and 
charitable defigns, he was determined ee, achrif. - 
tian trial of her temper and difpofition, and there. 
fore one morning filled his pockets full of gold and 
filver, in order that if any obje& prefented itfelf in 
the courfe of their tour over London-Bridge, he 
might fatisfy his intentions. While they were walking 
near St. Agnes church, a woman in extreme mife-. 
ry, with twins in her lap, fat begging ; and as he 
and his intended lady were arm and arm, he beheld 
the wretched objeft, put his hand in, his pocket, 
and took out a handful of gold and filver, cafting 
it into‘the poor woman’s lap. The lady, being greata 
ly alarmed at fuch profufe generofity, coloured pros 
| digioufly ; fo that when'they were gone a little far. 
ther towards the Bridge toot, fhe turned to him, 
and faid, Sir! do you know what you did a few 
minutes ago ? Madam, replied Mr. Colfon, I never 
let my right hand know what my left hand doth 
He then took his leave of her, and for this reafon 
never married to the day of his death, although he 
lived tothe age of 85. ©. E 
In the year 1721 be died at Mortlake, up the ri- 
ver Thames, baving left many confiderable legacies 
to charitable ules: Providentially E was in the 
fchool at the time of his death, when orders were 
iven for all the children to learn by heart the goth . 
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falm, to fing before the corpfe as it entered the 


city, which was at Lawford’s-Gate, where we join- 
ed the hearfe, and fung before it the fpace of five 
hours, amid {ft a moft numerous and crouded audience. 
“It is impofhble to defcribe in what agen the 
‘houfes 
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houfes and ftreets were lined with all ranks of ped- 
pie; and although the rain defcended in torrents, 


none paid any regard thereto; but the whole mul- - 


titude feemed determined to fee the laft of fo emi- 
nent a man! We came at laft to All Saints Church, 
where he was interred under the communion table. 
The day of his birth, and alfo, of his death, are 
commemorated to this day throughout the city of 
Briftol. His many donations to the poor are, by 
his executors, faithfully upheld ftill, i 
_ I now proceed to give an account’ of my life 
from my infancy, as far as it may be brought to my 
remembrance, which is from three years of age. 
When I was in petticoats, my fifter Dulcybeila and 
I wandered often into the woods and fields, fixin 
ourfelves under the hedges, converfing about God 
-and happinefs ; fo that at times I have been tran: 
{ported in fuch a meafure with heavenly blifs, that 
whether in the body or out of the body, I could 
not tell: this happinefs attended me for a few years. 
< Once, when we were very young, we wandered 


into King’s-Wood, and loft ourfelves in the woods, - 


. and werein the utmoft confternation, left we fhould 
be devoured by wild beafts; but quickly the kind 
rovidence of. God permitted a large dog to come 
behind us; although no houfe was within a mile, 
yet the dog drove us.clear out of the wood to a place 
we knew, and never barked at us! And when we 
-now looked around to behold the dog, he was not 
to be feen. Being heedlefs, we wandered again 
into the woods, and were a fecond time bewildered, 
and in greater perplexity than before; when on a 
fudden, logking around, we beheld the fame dog 
making toward us, ’tili he came direétly up to us ; 
and we being much terrified, ran from him, ’till 
we got a fecond time into our knowledge ; -nor did 
he leave us till we were driven by him where we 
could not run into any more labyrinths. I then 
turned about to luok for the dog, but faw no more 
of him, although we .were upon an open common, 
: Surely 
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Surely this was ‘the Lord’s‘doing, and it is maryel- 
lous in our-eyes. a g SR 
_. In the year 1725 I was bound an apprentice ta 


- Capt. Mofes Lilly, in the fhip Prince of' Wales, 
~ and failed from Briftol for Cork and Jamaica in : 


et month of July. PER 

. Here my fufferings began : being wrought oh by 
the Spirit of God et totally REON of the 
maxims of the world, and having been fix years in 
the hofpital, free from all intercourfe with man- 
kind, a fea-life was very difagreeable to me. The 
' frh reception I met with on’ board, when the fhtp 
ay in King-road, was this: the chief mate called 
for the cabin-boy ; but he not ‘being on board, he 
fent me to the cook to get him a plate of vi€tuals, 
which I really imagined was meant for myfelf ; 
and accordingly got a platefyl, carried it down into 


the cabin, ‘and having a keen appetite, made a very — 


comfortable dinner. When the chief mafe had 
done his bufinefs, he fent for me, in order to bring 
his vittuals. Etold him, I underftood it was for 


wyfelf, and that I had eat it up; upon which he’ - 
knocked me down, and began curfing and d—ning © 


me at a horrible rate. This language I was never 
‘acquainted with, therefore I thought I fhould have 


broke my heart with grief; and having no friend — 


to whom I could apply for redrefs, I was forced to 
fuffer repeated aéts of barbarity, which continued 
fer eleven years. | 
The firft of my {ufferings was fea-ficknefs, which 
held me, till our arrival at Jamaica. After fying 
at Kingfton many months (not having any freight 
for England) the thip made a voyage ddwn to the 
Bay of Campeachy, in the Spanifh Weft-Indies ; 
at which place the lay at anchor about twelve miles 
from the land, where with her bottom beating the 
ound every {well of the fea, fhe was exceedingly 
amaged. When we had completed her cargo we 
failed back for Jamaica, very fhort.of all forts of 
provifion, expe&ing to havea fhort paflage ; but, 


to our mortification, it was a paflage of fourteen’ — 


weeks. 
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weeks. After being out three weeks, we were put 
to fhort allowance, both of bread and water ; one 


bifcuit-and two-thirds of a-pint of water per day..-_ 


This was what I never before. experienced, and 


therefore it was the more grievous to be fuftained» 


and had it not been for a heavy fhower of rain, off 
_ the afland of Cuba, We muft have perifhed for want. 
Here. we flopped up all the fcuppers, and faved 
about fix cafks of water, by the ufe of the fwabs; 
which. we dried the decks with, and which we rung 
into the cafks; and although. the water was very 
bitter, yet, providentially, our lives were preferved 
thereby ; for, we were reduced to half a. pint of 
water a day, and that full of mud and maggots ; yet 
were we three days before we.arrived at Blue-Fields, 
the weft end of Jamaica, without a fingle pint of 
- water.on board, having been eleven weeks deftitute 

of bifcuit, peafe, or flour; fo that we had neither ` 
food to eat, morwaterto drink, =. -°- 

_ When we-eanie toan anchor in Blue-Fields Bay 
we hoifled out the. long-boat, flowed her full of 
eafks, and difpatched her for frefh water, when: 
one.of our men: fell flat upon his belly, and drank 


i 


fo immoderately, that a few hours after he came on . 


board:he expired; and the next morning we fewed: 
bim: up, in a hammock and threw him overboard, 
when a large fhark defcended after him; and, we 
{uppofed, {wallowed the whole body. | 

As we were riding at anchor in Kingfton Har- 


bour,-the capital of Jamaica waiting for a freight — 


to England, a very gréat. noife was heard in the 


atmofphere, fimilar.to that of f{plitting wood, and | 


the elements were very. much difturbed.. Our chief 
mate was of opinion, that we fhould be vifiied by a 
hurricane that evening, which began about eight 
o'clock the fame night, and held, without inter- 
miffion, till. fix'o’clock the following evening. -All 


language fails me to fet forth the violence of this, 


tempelt, as nothing could ftand before it! There 
were in the: harbour of Kingfton feventy-fix fail of 
flips, many of which were very large; but all 


riding: © 


riding with three anchors ` ‘a-head; and saw ha 


flanding ours was a new fhip, with three new cables ` 


and anchors, yet, about four o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we parted -alt three cables at once, and-turn- 
ing broadfide to the wind, overfet, and funk to the 
ground. In that condition we were dfiven, with 
our gunnel to the bottom, down to the-extremity of 
the harbour, whichis about twelve miles. Though 
we were the firtt fhip. that drove .frém her anchors, 
yet all our mafts flood ;. but this was not-the fitua- 
tion of any veffel- befide, for the whole. fleet lof 
all their mafts, yards:and‘bowfprits, and. every- vef- 
fel, large or- Tmall, was driven; with akonikung 
rapidity, high on the land. 

The fame hurricane drove a large fnow, of two 
hundred and twenty tons, :above half a mile into the 
country, which broke and tore the cocaa-nut trees 
up by the roots; likewife a very heavy brigantine 
was caft upon. the wharfs,in the town, and a large 
floop, of about one hundred tons, lay with her keel 
acrofs the brig’s deck. In. fhort, that part -of the 
town neareft the waterfide was barricaded with the 
wrecks of fhips and veffels; and as there'were no 


. tides of ebb and flood, confequently there was no 


pofhibility of getting them off ; nor were there any, 
‘fave one fine ftately fhip, which rode out that tem- 
peft: So that feventy-five fail of fhips of war and 


merchantmen were inevitably deflroyed in: the tres 


-mendous overthrow. _ 

One remarkable inftance I would take notice of, 
viz. the fhip Nicholfon, Capt. Smiler, of- Londen, 
quite a new and beautiful veffe], funk at her an- 
.ehors, and all.on- board perifhed, hed the Cap- 
tain’s fon and four more, who were faved by gete 
ung into a {mall boat, called the Moles, that care 
ried no more than one hogthead of fugar at a time, 

All the fhips at Port-Royal fhared the fame fate 
with thofe at Kingfton, except the Winchelfea man 
-of war, and Kirkington, of Briftol, Capt. Pills, 


both of which cut away their matts, and: were. upon | 


we brink of foundering even at the clofe of the 
: huricane, 
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hurricane, which was on Saturday evening, about 
fix o’clock. Here I would briefly obferve, how 
fuddealy the. ftorm ceafed; it varied from Eaft. to 
Welt, and was for a few hours calm; after. which 
it chopped round to its former point, and blowin 
‘with a vehemence impoffible to be exprefied, la 
near an hour, and was fucceeded by a fecond calm. 
Two or three days after the deftru&ion of thefe. parts 
of the iland, viz. Kingom and. Port-Royal, and 
' likewife of the dreadful confequences of the ftorm 
upon the fleet of thips, the drowned feamen were 
drove upon the fhore for miles. down the harbour, 
and were left to be devoured by the crows and 
other wild fowl. : 


Immediately after the hurricane followed a pef- - 


tilential ficknefs, which fwept away thoufands of 
the natives: Every morning I obferved between 
thirty and forty corpfes carried pat my window ; 


and being very near death myfelf,  expefted every . 
day the meflenger of my diffolution. From this ` 


illnefs I contragted an: habitual fever and ague, 
which continued. eleven manthe, fo tha 1 was 
wafted to a mese fhadow; nor had I one perfor 


under heaven to take cave of me, except a negro, - 
who brought me every day a.dofe of jefuits-bark ta 


the warehoufe, where! was laid in a hammock. 


At length my mafter gave me up, and I wandered _ 


up-and down the town, almoft parched with the 
infufferable blaze of the fun, till I was refalved: ta 
lay me down and die, as I had neither money nor 


- friend.. Accordingly I fixed upom a dunghill on | 


_ the eaft end of the town of Kingfton, and being im 
fo weak a condition, I- pondered: much upon Job’s 
cafe, and confidered mine fimilar to that of his. 
However, 1 was fully refigned to death, nor had I 
the flighteft expe€tations of relief from any quarter ; 

, yet the kind providence of God was over me, and 
saifed m“ up a friend in an. entire Rranger. A London 


Captain coming by, was {truck with the fhocking _ 


obje&, came up to me, and, in a very compaflionate 


manner, afked me. if I had any friend upon the 


iland, 
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ifland, of whom I could obtain rélief. He like- 
wife afked me to whom I belonged. I anfwered, 
to Captain Mofes Lilly,’ and had been caft away in 
the late hurricane. — | gee 
This Captain having fome knowledge of ‘my 
mafter, and curfing him for a barbarous villain, 
told me he would compel him to take proper care 
of me. In about a quarter of an hour my mafter 
arrived (whom I had not feen before for fix weeks) 
and took: me to a public houfe, kept by a Mrs, 
Hutchinfon, and there ordered me to be taken pro. | 
per care of. However he foon quitted the ifland, 
and dire€ted his courfe for England, leaving me 
behind ; and ordered me if I recovered, to-ttake my 
paflage for England in the Montferrat, Captain 
David Jones, a very tender-hearted man: This 
was the firft alleviation of my mifery. The Captain 
fent his fon on fhore, in order to receive me on 
board ; and when I came along-fide, ftanding on 
the fhip’s gunnel, he addreffed me in a very humane 
and compaffionate manner, to the following effeft : 
“ Come poor child, into the cabin, and you fhall 
* want nothing the fhip affords; go, and my fon 
“ fhall prepare for you, in the firft place, a bafon 
“ of good egg flip, and any thing elfe that may be | 
* conducive to your relief.” But being ftill very 
ill with my fever and ague, I could neither eat 
nor drink, | : 
Captain Jones. fent for the boatfwain, and afked 
him if he knew any remedy for an intermitt.ng fever, 
He told the Captain, that he could procure a 
remedy, that if I lived fifty years longer, I fhould 
not be fubje&t to it anymore. This was in the year 
1727, which ïs now forty-eight years ago, and I do 
not remember to have experienced one fit of it 
fince ; and, although I had been affli&ted with the 
ague eleven months, the boat{wain cured me in lefs 
than five hours. Here I began immediately to re- 
cover my firength, and became more lively and 
active than ever I had been, rr 
; -Be Upon’ ’ 


‘ 
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Upon our failing for Briftol, Captain Jones, be- 
ing of a fiee, affable temper, in order to pleafe the 
_fhip’s company, fteered his courfe to make the 
ifland of Bermudas. Upon our arrival there, we 


{cudded along fhore from one end of the iflandto © 


the other; nor did I perceive either hill or moun- 


tain upon the whole ifland, it being fine level grafy — 


land. After we loft fight of this ifiand we made 
the beft of our paffage for England; but in the 
po thereof fomething rather fupernatural 

appened, and, I fuppofe, will not be eafily credit- 
ed by my readers. Be that as it may, my inten- 
tians are not to advance beyond the bounds of truth 
in relating the following circumftance, or in any 
other throughout this traét, 

In the face of five week after our departure 
from Bermudas, the Captain ordered the man to 
keep a tharp look out at the fore-top-maft-head, as 
by our journal and calculation of the log-book we 
expected to be no great diftance from Cape Clear, 
the weft end of Ireland. Accordingly, one morn- 
ing about feven o'clock, the centinel at the maft- 


head threw out the fignal for land, about two points _ 


on the weather-bow; but as at that time the fhip 


was running with the wind on the ftarboard-beam, © 


the Captain deemed it moft advifable to brace all 


fharp up, and lie as near the wind as we poflibly . 


could. The land foon became confpicuous to the 
naked eye from the deck, and we altered our courfée 
as the land edged round, but would not attempt to 
make any nearer approach towards it than a full 
league. I frequently had my eye fixed upon the 
land, as had alfo the Captain and all the fhip’s come 
pany, while we were .at work clearing the decks, 
bending the cables, and making ourfelves ready in 
all refpeéts to adapt the fhip for anchorage, or to be 
prepared for running into a: harbour, in cafe of 
emergency. Ido not remember ever to have feen 
< any place apparently more fertile, or better culti- 
vated; the fields feeming to be covered with ver- 


dure, and very beautiful; and as the furf of the . . 


fea, 
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fea, almoft convinced-us that it was playing on the 
fhore, we were beyond all doubt for the fpace o 
ten hours. Our Captain therefore gave the man 


who firft difcovered it ten gallons of rum and twenty, 


pounds of fugar; but about fix o’clock in the even- 
ing, as we were wathing the decks, and the fun 
was fhining clear from the weftward, in lefs than a 
minute we loft all fight of the land, nothing but the 
kon zon. aed poried with a few pale clouds, was 
perceptible from the deck. This filled the fhip’s 
company with the utmoft aftonifhment; nor did we 
make the coaft of Ireland for feveral davs after. 
Our Captain and fhip’s company concluded that it 
- was Old Brazille, which navigators affirm to have 
been deftroyed by an earthquake between five and 
fix hundred years ago. At length we arrived at 
Briftol, and I was with my mafter, Captain Mofes 
Lilly, a few weeks, when he configned me over to 
Timothy Tucker, Commander of the Royal George, 
bound for Guinea and the Weft.Indies. A greater 
villain, I firmly betieve, never exifted. } 

The firt demonftration of bis notorious conduét 
was the enforcement of a white woman out of her 
native country, and felling her to the Black Prince 
of Bonny, on the African coaft. The next proof 
of his alay was the vile and blafphemous lan- 
. guage wherewith he perpetually governed the fea- 
men. A third inftance of his horrid conduét was 
particularly noticed one Sunday morning. As I 
went down‘to the gun-room, in order to procure 
neceffary provifions for the fhip’s company, the 
Captain happened to find me at the bread cafk, and 
declared that I was taking from thence confi- 
derably more than would be ufed; therefore he 
went immediately to the cabin, and brought out 
with him his large horfe-whip, and exercifed it 
about my body in fo unmerciful a manner, that, not 
only: the cloaths on my back were cut to pieces, but 


every failor on board declared they could fee my- > 


bones. Yet this a&t of barbarity did not give him 


Sufficient fatisfa€tion ; for be threw me all along the < 


B 2 deck, 


\ 
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deck, and jumped many times upon the pit of my - 


ftomach ; and had not the pecple laid hold of my 


two legs, and thrown me unde: the windlafs (after — 


the n anner they threw dead cats or dogs) he would 


“have ended his defpotic cruelty in murder. Re- © 


peated inftances of this behaviour were committed 
by him on the principal part of his feamen in the 
courfe of the voyage. | 

One day I accompanied the king Arigo on fhore 
for the benefit of my health (as the favage Captain 
had almoft put an end to-my life) and continued 
there forthe fpace of fix weeks, and flept with the 
king’s fon, prince Arigo, during the fame. At this 
place the black king had fix hundred concubines, 


thirty of whom dwelt in his houfe, and an elderly; _ 


woman prefided over the reft. One morning in 


particular I was fuddenly feized with a racking ` 


pain in my head ; I acquainted the queen, in Moorifh, 
with the caufe of my indifpofition ; fhe informed his’ 
black majefly therewith, wha ordered me foma 
‘© do€tor,” as they. term it; and about half a dozen 
_ of his ladies took me into a back-yard, and ftripped 
me quite naked, even to my fkin, fet me on a jointa 
ftool, and gave me fome yabba (or water) with a 
cloth to dry myfelf, I could not conceive what 
they purpofed doing with me, as the elder lady ins. 
vented divers flratagems to get me into a ftudious 
frame of mind. ` When they perceived me quite 
fixed, looking at my feet, and apprehenfive they 
were about to wafh them with the hot water, fird- 
denly the female monitor, or prefident, {natched the: 
cioth out of the water, and threw it direétly in my 
face, which ftartled me to fuch a degree, that it 
effe€tually removed the pain in an inftant. Here I 
penetrated their maxims in-performing the cure. 
However, in about half an hour’s time my pain: 
revifited my head with greater violence than before ; 
and I informed the queen that Je was Obagona, 


or my head was very bad: fhe then told his majefiy-. 
that my diforder was returned, who immediately 


me 


A 


colicéted his grandymen together, and they carriad. 
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me-to the top of a very high hill, on the right-hand 
fide of which was fituated the king’s palaver-houfe, 
or place ereéted for their heathenifh worfhip. They. 
took with them a dog, and about an hundred roots, 
called yams. When I entered the houfe, I was 
ftruck with uncommon amazement at the fight of 
forty or fifty black-men’s heads hanged round this 
palaver houfe. Here I was inexpreflibly terrified, 
as I had received a very pious and Chriftian educa- - 
tion; fo that their diabolical and grofs proceedings 
created great horror upon my foul. At length they 
commenced the ufual facrifices to their gods; 
during which one of the fenior charaéters, who — 
fignalized himfelf by a fcymeter at his.fide, drew 
it, took the dog before-mentioned, laid it on the. 
floor, and at one blow cut off its head. He-then: 
pulled the tongue out of .its'mouth, faftened it be- 
tween its teeth, and inftantly came and touched my 
forehead, cheeks, chin, and every joint, with the 
dog’s tongue. | 5 a 

he king finding thefe means to be ineffeftual,. 
proceeded further, and dire&ted fomeot his people to 
' iprinkle the duft with a quantity of palm wine, and to 
lead mg through a tracklefs defart down to the fhip, 
conceiving the wine (as there was no water to bé 
had) might create a path to the fea fhore. This 
E and prince Arigo, the,king’s fon, hailed 
the fhip, which lay at a {mall diftance from land, 
and defired them to fend the boat on fhore, as 
Piccaninnt Baccaneau was: yarre, yarre, that. is, 
* was very fick.’ Accordingly it was done,’ 
and when 1 came on board, Tucker, with a grim 
countenance, and horred expreflions, afked me 
what ailed me? I replicd, that I had a ftrong fever 
on me. Then, faid.he, 1 will foon cure you; fo 
he went and brought his horfe-whip, and although 
1 was extremely fick, he whipt me unmercifully.: 
However his medicine did not perform the cure, 
but heightened my tever, fo that I was nearly 
brought to the gates of death ; yet God raifed me 
wp again, Upon our arrival at St. Thomas’s, tie 

3 ` European 
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European woman, whom Tucker brought out from. 


England, died in a fhocking manner, was fewed up 
in a hammock, and thrown overboard with a bag of 
ballag at her feet, in order to fink her; but in the 
courfe of a week the coypfe ef the woman was ob- 
ferved to float upon the water; I believe God had 
{uffered this uncommon circumftance to happen, 
in order to open the eyes of our wicked captain; 
` but he had no remorfe.. — j 

I cannot but give one inftance more of the bar- 
- barity of this captain during the voyage, and his. 
grofs manner of executing it (as a more bloody and. 
inhuman aétion furely never was perpetrated by: an 
‘Knglifhman.) This was upon one of our black 
flaves, who through a violent ficknefs was worn to 
a mere fkeleton; and as he could not eat his allow-. 
ance, the favage (Tucker) invented a fcheme to 
. compel him to eat, and laid to. bis charge that he 
-was fulky: however, the poor creature could not. 


Upċån this the captain called for his black cabin boy,. - 


Robin, to bring him his horfe-whip: he did fo, 
and Tucker began lafhing the poor fick man till, F- 
firmly believe, from his neck to his ancles, there. 
was nothing tobe feen but blood and wounds. The 
poor creature made no kind of refiftance, nor fpoke, 
ne word : this provoked our blood thirty devil, 
fo that he went ftill farther, and told bim in Negroifh, 
he would gekeravoo him. The poor flave anfwered, 
“ Adomma,” which fignified, “ So be it.” 


_ By this time the captain’s dinner’s was ready un, — 
der the awning on the quarter-deck ; he left tbe. 


man in fhocking agontes, bleeding and groaning on, 
the forecaftle, came to his dinner like a hog, and, 
eat without fear or fhame. After he had dined, he 
- called John Lad, and ordered him to get two am~. 
muni ion piftols well loaded with ball ; then called 
for Robin, the cabin-boy, to bring them forward, 
which when done, he left’ his: table, and ordered, 
Joba Lad to follow him, which he accordingly did 


with one pifto} in each hand. They both went for- , 
ward on the main-deck; the poor objeét fat. with hig _ 


back © 
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back apainft the larboard gunnel of the thip, Then 


Tucker, with a virylent grin, pointing one of the 
piftols to him, told him it woẹld kill him. The: 
man replied as before, “ Adomma.” Upon this the ` 
¢aptain applied the mouth of the piftol to the mid- 
dle of his forehead, and fired. The man inftantly 
clapped his hands to his head, one behind, and the . 
other before, and flared the captain in the face, 
the blood gufhing from his forehead, but he did 
not fall. ‘Tucker then turning to John Lad, with 
a blafphemous oath faid, “* This will not kill him ;” 
‘and immediately clapped another to his ear, and 
fired that alfo; nor did he drop even then! At laf 
the captain ordered John Lad to fire another through 
his heart, which when done, he dropt down dead. 
All the men flaves, in confequence of this unm- 
common murder, rofe upon the fhip’s company, 
with full pyrpofe to flay us all; but we nimbly:be. 
taking outfelvegs to the cannon, pointed thent 
through a bulk- bead that parted the main and quarters 
deck ; which, when they perceived, the greater 
part of them ran down between decks, and the 
remainder jumped overboard, and were all drowned, 
fave one or two which, with the afftfiance of the 
boat, we refcued from the violence of the fea. At 
length we arrived at Barbadoes, when captain 
Tucker’s notorious conduét was repreffed in bat 
meafure, which was vifibly perceived by the fend- 
ing the flaves large quantities of rum and fugar. 
Yet, on 'his leaving that ifland, be renewed his 
former cruelties ; but did not exercife them on me 
with that degree of feverity which he bad ufed 
in the paffage to Kingfton. i 
In the courfe of eight weeks we arrived at Brif» - 
tol. My original maíter (Mofes Lilly) received all 
my wages, but allowed me no pocket-money; and 
fitted me out very fcantily for the next voyage.--e 
Having no friend or relation in London, I was 
drawn in to perform another voyage with Tucker 
(the bare idea of which almot broke my heart ;) 


yet 
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yet he treated me with lefs rigour than in the 
voyage before. 

I have two circumftances to remark in this voy- 
age ; the firt was, when flaved and ready to fa'l 
for Bonny, we dropt down, and came to anchor a 
little without the Bar. About twelve o'clock at 
night, an-univerfal fhriek was heard among the 
flaves between decks; and being afked what ailed 
them, they, with wild confufion, faid, that Egbo; 
or the devil wasamong them. The next morning, 
when we came to open the hatches, to admit the 
air into their loathfome dens, and for the purpofe of 
difcharging their tubs, to our great -furprife, we 
found a number of them lying dead. Upon hoift- 
ing up about eighty of them, we faved thirty-nine, 
and the reft, having irrecoverably loft their breath 
in the fuffocation, the captain dire&ted us to caft — 
them overboard, which was inftantly done. —— ' 

A fecond circumftance, which happened or 
board our fhip, was the captain’s inhuman cruelty 
to the fhip’s cook. The poor man had nothing but 

reen wood to make his furnace boil with, on 
which account it was impoflible for him to get the 
food ready in time. For this the a ey horfe- 
whipped him, and ftabbed him in the face, fo -that 
the poor man’s life was grievoufly burthenfome to 
him. Indeed. he oftentimes hinted that he would: 
throw himfelf overboard ; but we endeavoured to 
diffuade him from it. At laf, one morning, about 
eight o'clock, he plunged into the fea without our 
knowledge. When we informed the captain of it, 
he anfwered, with fome degree of pleafure, that he 
faw a hat fwimming a-ftern, which he fuppofed was - 
the b d of ab "8. 

After this I- was fhipped on board the Scipio; — 
Capt. Roach, who was a well-tempered gentleman, | 
and very free with all his fhip’s company ; but hav- 
ing purchafed a black girl for his own ufe, fhe, in 
the end, proved the caufe of his death. One evens 
ing as we lay at anchor in New Callabar, one Tom 
Ancora cane on board, who talked very good 

: Enghih. 
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Englifh. Capt. Roach having made a tub of punch 
on the quarter-deck, had the fidler and ‘the fhip’s 
company dancing with him, but left -me with Tom 
_ Ancorato purchafe the flaves.. When this was 
done, Tom defired me to give him a dram, which I 
_ did; he then defired me to let the bottle ftand: I 
told him I mutt firft obtain the captain’s leave, 

I then went to Capt. Roach, who gave me leave. 
Tcm, at this indulgence, filled a tumbler with 
brandy, and clafping the black girl in his arms (a3 
their cuflom is) they put both their mouths to the 
glafs, and jointly drank thereout ; but unfortunately 
oe Capt. Roach, he came into the cabin, and de- 
‘te&ted them in that attitude while drinking, which fa 
provoked him, that he ran the end of his cane into 
Tom’s mouth, broke the tumbler, and knocked out 
all his front teeth. The captain then ran to his 
fiate-room for one of his-loaded piftols; but Tom, 
apprehenfive of his danger, jumped overboard. It 
being dark, and the ude of ebb flowing ftrong, 
~Tom’s canoe dropt a-ftern, took him up, and car« 
ried him on fhore. ou e 
Our captain was-refolved to go on fhore to clofa 
the breach that was made ; but the thip’s company. 
ail carneftly flrove to convince him of the impus 
dence of going io Tom. Ancora’s houfe ; yet, if he: 


was bent upon going, they intreated him not ta -> 


eat or drink any thing., However, he was refo- 
lutely deaf to all their -kind expoftulations ; dreffed 
bimfelf in a feavlet plufh {uit, put his fword on, and 
went to Tom’s houfe; but he being too fubtle for 
the captain, catried, it fair and eafy,. and feemed ta 
be very friendly, but took care to give the captain 
a ftrong dofe of poifan, which in three days. operated 
fo effectually upon him, that the fingers of both 
his hands were drawn into the palms, and all his 
toes were drawn under his feet, | À 
_ Next morning one Dick Ebrew and his fon came 
on board, and defired to learn what he had eat, 
whether it was hot or cold, while at Tom Ancoia’s 
houfe; faying, if he would fimply tell them, it wag 
not 
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not impoffible for them to expel the poifon, and | 


fave his life. Thefe two men 1 have often admired 
for their meek and loving fpirit, far beyond thou- 
fands who call themfelves Chriftians. However, 
all their reafonings to convince him that he was 
poifoned, proved ineffectual; for he infifted he 
was not; and they as ftrenuoufly infifted that he 
was. At length the benevolent father and his fon 


left the Captain, much grieved that they had not the 


opportunity of preferving his life; he being a man 
greatly efteemed among f the natives. : 
When the fhip was failing over the Bar, Adam, 


a negro, had planned the cutting off the fhip’s com-, _ 
pany, which, when perceived by the other (laves, ° 


they joined the mutiny, and on a fudden rofe and 
feized the cook, and threw him into the furnace of 
boiling rice. They hkewife attacked the boatfwain, 
took from him his knife, ftabbed him in feveral parts 
of his body, and, threw him overboard. The 
cooper hearing the difturbance, came up out of the 
hold, upon which Adam alfo feized him; but thé 
cooper faid to him, ‘* Adam, you no favee me, 
toffae you mini ?” The Englifh of which is, “ Don’t 

ou know I often give you water?” Adam then 


faid to him, “* Toffue.coopery,” which is“ Get out of - 


the way.” The cooper then got over the quarter- 
' deck bulk-head to the arms cheft, took up a loaded 
piftol, and fhot Adam through the head. The 
other flaves, at feeing their champion. dead, ran 
all down between decks, and wete well fecured, to 
prevent another maffacre. As the Captain lay dan- 
geroufly ill, and only five men able to work the 
fhip, we, with the greateft toil, reached the Weft- 
Indies in three weeks.---Upon the fhip’s arrival 
there, the owner made the cooper a prefent of fixty 
pounds for his fervices. 

© While we lay at Callabar, juf previous to our 
failing, the Captain fent me on fhore armed, with 


two men, to what is called, * Enforcement of trade.” 


I went on fhore, with a cutlafs by my fide, and in 
my hands two loaded piftols, When I arrived at: 
the 


è 
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the top of the: pill, I heard an uncommon fhriek- 


ing of women, and as I drew near fome houfes 
faw a native, ina fine filk-grafs net, fo curioufly 
made to fit him, that nothing but his hands and 
feet appear¢d: the net ended with a fringe, not“ 
unlike ruffles. This man is looked upon as both 
a god and devil, and all ftand in the moft profound 
awe of him, from the higheft tothe loweft. 

I flood ftill to fee the fequel, and obferved that 
in his hand he had a green bough, wherewith he - 
was whipping the women, as they went naked, 
and chafing them out of one houfe into another ; and 
as they were earings terrified, and confidered it 
a heavy curfe: when Egbo ftruck them, they fled 
from him as we would flee from ten thoufand fer- 

ents. However, when he_had fatisfied himfelf b 
lahing the poor women, he came out, and through 
the mefhes of his net, difcovering me, -he advanced 
towards me, with a full purpofe to let me alfo- feel 
the weight of his bough; upon which I inftantly 
drew my hanger, with a refolution to cut off his . 
head. He then ran away, and I faw him no more. 
Afterwards I was vifited by fome of the chief men in 
the town, faying, ‘* Bacareau, you no fear Egbo ?” 
I replied, “ Not I, and that if he had offered to 
frike me I would have cut his head off.” At 
which an{wer they could not help laughing heartily, 
and then retired, B 

I now return to continue my account of Captain 
Roach, and the further particulars of my voyage to 
Jamaica. My reader may obferve, that I left off 
at the defcripticn of our proceedings at Old Cal- 
Jabar, on our Captain’s lofing the ufe of. bis limbs. 
He found the poifon fo to work upon him, that he 
was unable to help hithfelf. The- whole burden 
then fellon me; nor would he fuffer any other to 
appar him. I condu&ed myfelf in this difagree. 
able funétion tolerably well, till we anchored under, 
St. Thomas’s fort, on a Portuguefe ifland, lying: 
about three hundred miles to the weftward of the 
coaft of Africa; where Captain Roach directed 


me 
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me to fell the furplus of cargo, after purchafing 
- the Guinea flaves, &c. I went accordingly on fhoré 
, with the remaining part of the cargo. The go- 
vernor’s principal clerk bartered with me for gold- 
duft, broken and damaged jewels, rings, &c. 
which amounted to the fum of 630 pounds: he 
put it into a very curioufly~made bay, the better to 


enable me to keep it fecure. I took it in my right- 


hand as I was walking down to the beach, {winging 
it backwards and forwards, a little black boy came 
behind me, {natched the bag out of my hand, and 
fled our of fight before I could well look round me. 
I was in the utmolt confternation at fo great a lofs ; 
but in a few’minutes, to my unfpeakable fatisface 
tion, I per¢kived the clerk from whom I ‘had re- 
ceived the gold, haftening down with the bag in 
his hand, who had met the boy flying up the town 
with it. He then gave it me, and faid, ‘ Sir, be 
more careful of your property for the future, 
efpecially when you are in a ftrange country.” I 
was inconceivably thankful, and own that this 
Portuguefe was a€tuated with ftronget principles of 
honour (in this inftance to a ftranger) then thou- 
fands of my countrymen Would have been to a 
native of their owrf’ country. | 

- By this time our captain grew worfe, and one 
= day with his ftool came feveral large clots of blood, 


one of which was nearly as large as a pigéon’s 


egg. When I informed him of this, he lifted 
up his eyes and hands to heaven, repeating thefe 
words, ‘ Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit.” From 
this time he voided larger clots of blood ; fo that it 
was computed two or three and thirty pounds of 
blood had been difcharged from him at various 
times. He charged the furgeon toopen him when 
dead. He foon alter made his exit, and upon his 


body’s diffeétion, the furgeon pointed out to us the | 


caufe of his voiding fuch quantities of blood, 
which was in confequence ot the veins acrofs his 
ftomach being cut by the poifon into five hundred 
pieces. He was then fewcd up in his penalty 

> i an : 
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and committed to the ‘great deep; and I firmly 
believe had all his fufferings here. ee 
Various occurrences happened in the fhip dur- 
ing the captain’s illnefs; but I fhall particularly 
remark only the circumftance of one, which, I ape 
prebend, was rather of an ominous nature. Every 
day, in the courfe of his weaknefs in body, he made 
repeated efforts to reach the cabin windows, nr 
order to receive the codling air; and at whatever 
times he..looked in the water, a Devil-fifh was re- 
gularly {wimming at the ftern of the fhip: he did 
not appear to be a fith of prey ; but his breadth from 
fin to fin was about twenty-eight feet, and in length 
about feven or eight, with a wide tail, and two — 
ivory horns in front. He followed the fhip, to 
our beft calculation, near eighteen hundred miles 3 
nor was it remembered by any of the fhip’s crew 
that a fifh of that nature had made its appearance 
in the courfe of any of their voyages. Perpetual 
attempts to deftroy or catch this monfter were 
made, by the faftening a thick rope round the body 
of a dead negro, and cafting him overboard ; but it 
was, ineffegbual : the fifh fwam clofe under our 
flern, got his horns entangled in the rope, under- 
run it to the end, and then toffed his refufed préy 
feveral yards above the water.: When.the captain 
‘died he forfook the fhip, and we Yaw ‘hiir tir more. 
Our chief-mate, James Seabons; on the death bf 
Capt. Roach, undertook the command of the ‘hip, 
ad after a hort paffage of a few days the arrived | 
at Jamaica. ` When the fhip failed trom Jamaica, 
we had a difficult tafk to fteer through the wind- 
ward paffage ; but at length we weathered the eaft 
‘end of Jamaica, and -dire€ted a fteady courfe be- 
tween that and: Hifpaniola, and the eaft end of 
Cuba. About three o'clock in the afternoon, hay- 
yg a faw wind, by which thé {hip was feudding 
Tan twelve miles an hour, we fuddenly dif- 
_-eovered-avery large. floop clofe’in thore, under 
‘Cape Nichola. Our captain, being a young mari- 
‘wer, took her to be a New York floop, bound for 
a ak C Jamaica. 


~~ 


without .diftin@tion fhould be hange 
without ceremony. They prefented to us the place 
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Jamaica, We irftantly hauled up our courfes, 


and lay-to; but, as fhe {wiftly bore down upon us, 


„our captain fhortly found his miftake, as fhe proved 
~to be a Spanifh Guarda la Cofla, or, more pro- 


perly, a Spanifh Pirate. The enemy’s veffel was 


exceeding large, and full of guns and men : 
_. Our captain was then very affiduous, and exerted 
himfelf to the utmoft, in the means of faving the 


Ship, but the men would neither fght nor fly ; fo 
that he was conftrained to furrender the fhip, cargo 


"and men, to the difpofal of the enemy. 


When we were boarded, the Spanifh failors be- 


gan to plunder us, ftripping and taking all away, 
_from the Captain down to the cabin.boy; nor did 


they {pare the cloaths on our backs, but inftead of 


them clothed us with their filthy ragged frocks and 


drawers, They killed all our poultry, and fet us 
to picking them; put on the fhip’s large kettle, 


and boiled both fowls and ducks, They likewife 
_ took away all our compaiffes, fave two that had been 
{poiled with the rain on the Coaft of Africa., In 
fhort, they took away every ufeful article, and left 
us totally deftitute of carpenter’s, cooper’s, and 


boatfwain’s tools, They informed us, that, at 
eight o’clock the next morning, every one of us, 
H and that 


and. the {cafold ere€ted for that purpofe, which 
was on the platform under Cape Nichola; but the 


_ Providence of God interpofed, by making me the 


inftrument of our deliverance. The .circumftance 
was this. I frequently kept the fhip’s accounts in 
the Captain’s abfence, and was ordered to do fo 
when he was removed on board the Spanifh pirate. 


I then fecured his gold watch, and depofited the 


fame amongft the coals in the fore-peak, and 


brought our fhip to an anchor clofe under the 
. enemy’s ftern, where we remained all night. 


When the enemy’s.under Captain had difcon- 


tinued his plundering, their principal, or Spanith - 
. Commander, ‘repaired on board the capture, and 


rought » 
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brought our mafter with him, in order to fpend 
the evening together; and in the courfe ‘of their: 
converfation, the Spanifh Captain afked Captain. 
Seaborn if he had a watch on board? He replied,- 
“ Sir, I had a gold watch on board, anda filver - 
one, but I am afraid they are lot in the plun-. 
der.” However, -the Captaim wifely afked me if 
I knew whether it was. ftolen, or whether I had 
taken care of it myfelf; if I-had, he faid it would . 
be the means of faving our lives.. I told him, that 
l had hid it in the fore-peak amongit the coals. I 
was then dire€ted to go and bring it; but one: 
of the Spanifh common feamen, knowing for what 
I was fent thither, followed me down the fore-fcut- 
tle, and when I had pocketed the watch, he took 
a billet of wood, ftruck me a blow on my left: 
ear, which ftunned me, and then: took. the watch. 
out of my pocket. Notwithftanding my infenft-- 
bility I could take particular notice of the fellow. 
In about twenty minutes I came to myfelf, went: 
and informed our Captain of what had happened, 
who afked me if I knew-the man again? Itoi: 
him, he was leaning with his left arm on the fhip’s 
gunnel: He then informed the Spanifh Captain of . 
it, who wept with me to the man, and demanded the 
watch. The fellow went on hiş knees, and fur- 
rendered it, and was afterwards, with all his plun- 
dering companions, by the command of their Cap- 
tain, difmiffed from our fhip, and fent on hoard, 
their own. After their Captain had difcourfed 
with ours about the {pace of forty minutes, he re- 
turned on board his own fhip likewife. be ive A 
We fill remained in a ftate of anxiety in refpe€t, 
to our deftiny; but at eight o’clock the next morn- 
ang, the Spanifh Captain hailing our fhip, defired . 
us to weigh anchor, and direét our courfe for 
England, The joy which this reprieve produced 
in oufshearts, was beyond what I am able to de- 
{eribe. When this exitacy fubfided, we immediately 
weighed anchor with great pleafure, made fail witir 
a favourable breeze, and, in two hours, left as 
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land feven leagues aftern. But greater misfortunes 
were yet to come, The third day after our efcape 
from the pirate, we apprehended that we.were at no 
great diftance from Crooked Hland; therefore a 


diligent look-out at the maft-head was ordered to | 


be kept. Precifely at ten o’clock at night, the 
centinel called out to the man at the wheel, and 


begged him inftantly to put the helm ‘hard at lee, 


as there were fifty fail of fhips on the lee-bow at 
no great diftance. We were at that time {cudding 
with the wind quarterly (all our fteering-fails fet) at 


the rate-of twelve or thirteen miles an hour; The - 


flip quickly anfwered her helm, but having fuch a 
croud of fail upon her, and the mariners not being 


fufficiently aé€tive to haul them down at fo fhort: 
a:notice, we found that, inftead of fhipping, we: 
were furrounded with dreadful breakerson a reef of | 


rocks, and.fo very fteep, that when the fhip’s flern 
turned round, any perfon could have wumped oif 
the fhip’s taffere-upon them. Having fo exceed-. 
ing {wift a way through the water, fhe drew a little 


ou fram the rocks; yct, by reafon of her miffing | 
flays, fhe fell off again; and the frit. blow fhe. 


ftruck, a projefted part of a rock went through 
lier bottom, and in afew minutes the whole fhip. 
was full of water. By the deep fea line we found 
that her ftern lay in eighty-fathoms, and had fhe 


: not been held faft by this rock, every one on board ~ 


muft inevitably have perifhed. - 
: In the midft of thefe fuffering feafons, we all ex- 
perimentally knew the merciful hand of God was 


over us; for if the fhip had not flruck on the {pov. 


` where fhe did, it would have been impoffible for 
any one on board to have reached the land; as we 
afterwards found there was no paffage through the: 
reef, except that part whereon the veffel was 
wrecked. Seeing no profpect of ever fecuring the 
leaft part of her hull, we ufed alt diligence, at 


every opportunity, to fave part of her cargo: We 


fpeedily hoifted out our long-boat, and flowed 
fevera! bags of bread therein, together with n 
E JOC ore- 
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fore-fail, wherewith we intended to make a tent on 
fhore; but the boat being exceedingly rotten with 
many leaks in her bottom, having no tools on board 
to flop them, before we could reach the landing- 
place, fhe funk the gunnel, and‘ totally fpoiled 
all our bread; yet, by the affiftance of the Al. 
mighty, we all efcaped to land with the fore-fail, 
with which, and the help of two long poles, we 
ereéted a {mall tent, to keep off the infufferable 
heat of the f{corching fun. | TE re 

When the evening approached, the captain 
direéted us to run the yawl backwards and forwards 
‘from the eaft to the weft parts of the ifland, to dif- 
cover-the town or inhabitants (if any) whereby. to 
obtain fome refrefhment ; but, after having fpent 
eight hours in that hazardous excurfion, we per- 
ceived that the ifland was totally uninhabited. 
Here another fcene of diftrefs prefented itfelf. As 
we could get no provifion from the fhip, we fearch- 
ed the ifland tor both food.and water, but without- 
fuccefs; nor was the land produ€tive of any. 
animals or vegetables, except an abundance of 
land crabs and fhell, fifh. Thefe: marks of defo~ 
lation and barrennefs made,us try various refources,. 
in order to fupport life. Accordingly three.. or. 
four of us ventured ourfelves naked into the fea, . 
to {wim on board the fhip (if poflible) for the. 
purpofe of getting fuch water as was not {poiled;: 
and, notwithftanding the wreck lay full two miles: 
from the fhore, yet we effefted our purpole.in a. 
fhort time. l T "S A 

Having hoifted out three cafks of frefh water, 
we left them to be driven on fhore by the ftrength: 
of a conftant fea-breeze and the waves together, 
which, in the {pace of ten minutes, fent them fo. 
near the land,’as to be rolled- up the beach by our. 
feamen on fhore. My readers may be furprifed at- 
our {wimming two miles upon a ftretch ; but let it. 
be obferved, that there were many {mall rocks 
lying between the fhore and the fhip, fo that when 
-= we. were almolt. wearied out, they- ferved us-for- 
C3 o reig — 
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refting places; though, we never quitted thefe 
tocks, but at the immediate hazard of our lives, 
feeing there were multitudes of fharks and alligators 
perpetually fporting throughout the Bay. : 

After we had weathered three weeks in this des 

plorable fituation, expofed -to the inclement atmof- 
phere, the mofchettos, like fwarms of bees, pierced 
our flefh feverely with their poifonous ftings, inaf- 
much that we were necefhitated to bury ourfelves in 
the fand, even our hands and faces (clearing onl 
our mouths and noftrils at certain times, for tHe 
admittance of air) or we fhould certainly have been 
flung to death. : 

< Our Captain then afked who would undertake to 
proceed with him towards the N. W. part of the 
land, as he conceived that would be the only 
means of finding a remedy? I readily complied 
with his propofal, and jumped into the boat, accom- 

anied by four others and himfelf;.and upon our 
eaving the ifland, we left thofe troublefome com- 
: panions the infe&ts.: Here it may be well to obferve. 
the goodnefsotf God in fending thefe infe&s to drive 


us out to fea. Our Captain being inchined to run — 


. round the ifland, in order to make what difcoveries: 
he could, we failed about.thirty miles round to the 
S. W. where we founda fine bay. As we ad- 
vanced. toward the land we difcerned feveral Flom- 
into birds, a- fowl of the firft magnitude, which we 


imagined were fome perfons who inhabited the. 


place; but wherwwe arrived at the rocks, we founds 
our miftake, and were under the neceflity of revifite 
ing that reef of rocks, whereon our thip was cafe 
aw2y. $ | , 


Upon our approach to the hore, fèveral of oue. 


people, with joy, defired us to run-out to fea, as. 
there wos a veilel in the Ofiing. The Captain im. 


mediaiely fleered through the Gut, and we happily. — 
met-her about half a mile. from the wreck of our» _ 


fhip. When we came nean to the- ftranger, the. 

feamen prefented loaded blunderbuffes at us, and; 

bade us keep’ off, or they would certainly fire upor. 
: | | uss 
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us. We begged ta inform them that we were in 
great diftrefs, our fhip being lofk on the. reef of | 
rocks, and that the remainder of our people were 
dio fhorein atent. Their Captain then, with fome 
warmth, declared, if we did not keep our boat at 
a'@reater diftance, he would difcharge a fix-pounder 
at us, and fend both yawl and men to the bottom. 
He likewife afferted, that we were pirates, that our 
fhip was not loft, but riding at an anchor ; and that 
we had no authority to lay in thofe uninhabited 
parts of the world. We expoftulated with him a 
‘confiderable time, and at length he permitted us to 
répair on board. i | 

‘When we had done, the Captain, whofe name 
- was Oabel Bean, ran clofe in fhore, embarked the 
remainder of -our diftreffed companions by the 
affiftance of their ba, and, after having in- 
terrogated them refpetting their cataftraphe, he. 
found that our relation: was ffri€tly true. | 
As we had many valuables on board, which we 

. fuppofed had received no damage, the veffel (which 
was called the Potomack floop) fleod off until, with 
their beats and. our yawls, we: had faved goods to’ 
the amount of one thoufand two hundred pounds, 
in anchors, cables, rigging, rum, pimento, cotton, 
&c. and as the. vellel had nothing on boad but’ 
balia, it was more adapted to receive the fpoiled 
geods. While we were thus employed, a large 
turtle boat, from Virginia, hove in fight; the maf- 
ter’s name was Sims, a Molatto; who likewife 
lent us the affiftance,of bis boat and crew in re- 
covering tke fppils. of eux cargo. After we had | 
faved every thing wé “Gould, Sims, the Molatto, : 
took three or four of us, with the two ‘Captains, 
round to the N. fide ot: the ifland, in order to ine, 
ftru€t us in fifh catching, that we might in fome 
degree alleviate our diltrefles, if we fhould at any ` 
future period fall into the like fituation, Accord- 
ingly we failed upa falt-water river, where were 
plenty of mullets, and a young chicken turtle ; ` 
and as the water here was amazingly fhallow, not ` 
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more than two feet, we chafed thofe fifh backward $ 


and forwards till we chafed them into about fix 
inches water, when falling flat upon our brealts, 


we caught them without any tackle. . 

When we repaired to land, with a defign to cook 
our acquifitions, we could get neither fire nor 
candle; but Mr. Sims produced á tinder-box, and 


 ftriking fire to the tinder, applied it to fome dry 


rafs, and gave ita few fhakes in the air, till it-was 
kindled to a fire. We then barbaqued the youn 
turtle, and boiled a mullet. Still we were at a lol 
to obtain frefh water, till Mr. Sims. only fcratched . 
the fand rather above high-water mark, and, t6 our - 
aftonifhinent,: the‘frefh water {prung up. After we 
had regaled ourfelves, Sims conveyed us in his. 
turtle boat, to the reef of rocks, whereon otr fhip:- 
was caft away. By this time the feamen of Cap- , 


tain Bean’s Potomack had well nigh equipped; : 
her, and waiting only for the. return of their paf- —— 


fengers. ` 


hen we were all on board, Mr. Sims diftribute: ` 


ed all the cargo among the failors belonging to the, 
wreck, and then direQed his courfe towards. Bof-:, 


ton, in New-England.. About three weeks after ; 


our departure from the defolate .ifland, early one: 
morning, We difcovered the Gay-Head of St. 


. Matthias’s Vineyard, fo called from its appearance;. 


dù a vatiety of colours, with a reef of rocks, not. 
more than half a mile aftern of us. We came to 
an anchor about eight o'clock in the evening, , with. 
fine pleafant weather; but at ten a tremendous. 
{form arofe, which caufed the fea to roar dreads.. 
folly, and run mountains high. a 


 Percifely at twelve o’clock, as I had the watch . 


upon deck, a very heavy fea broke againft our bow, | 


which framed. the fhip exceedingly : I haftily ran: 
` to the companion hatchway to call another upon. 


the guard, but {ufpe€ting the violent fea. to have. 

dangerous tendency on the fhip, I went im-. 

ately to the deep-fea lead, took and hove it. 
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ever the fern, to judge whether fhe was riding fafe - 
at her anchor or not, but found the lead was under 
bottom. I ran to the batchway, called all hands, 
and informed them the veffel was adrift. | 

Captain “Bean faid, in a very folemn manner, 
“ Then the Lord have mercy on our fouls, we are 
every one loft.” Immediately the veffel came down. 
with fuch vehemency upon tbe rocks, that when 
the waves returned, they were even up to our 
gunnel ‘above the water, the fea driving us upon 
them with fuch a power, that. nothing but the - 
amnipotence of God. could have preferved us from 
the imminent danger. The fea ftill followed us: 
hke rolling mountains even to the. beach, and dafh-. 
ed the floop fo violently againft the rocks, that we 
entertained no other idea, but that fhe would be. 
broke in a thoufand pieces. In this fituation I. 
pulled off my frock and drawers, which was all 
the Spaniards had left me, when the next. wave 
wafhed them overboard, and left me completely 
deftitute of clothing of any kind; nor was it in the 

wer of any perfon an board tọ affard me any re- 
ief. However, I propofed to three more an board. 
that could fwim tolerably well, to plunge ourfelves. 
overboard, and attempt to gain thé fhore, perfuaded. ` 
that, if this plan could be effefted, a method might: 
be taken to fave the. lives of thofe on board, who 
otherwife muft: have been drowned. Accordingly. 
four of us ca ourfelves. overboard, and endea- 
voured to {wim on fhore; butin the attempt we 
were carried backwards out of our depth by a rage. 
ing furf; nor .could we get firm footing on the 
fandy beach till the wave had fpent itfelf. — 

At length, afier having our bodies dangeroufly 
hurt, and driven about by every fucceeding wave, 
we got fafe on fhore, and hailed the others on board 
the wreck to fend a rope or fhore,. in order to haul’ 
them one by one to land. They did fo, and we: 
te{cued all our poor diftreffed. companions from the 
remorfelefs deep. After. this, they unanimoufly: 
. confented to travel a little way into: the na ~ 
alnio 
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almoft compelled me to go with them, naked as F 
was; but I declined it, owing to fhame and cone. 


- fufion; and while the others were ranfacking the 


ifland in queft of provifion, &c. I-was folitarily : 


_ bewailing my deplorable and haplefs ftate between 


two {mall rocks, almoft ftarvéd with hunger ang 
cold. At feven o'clock in the evening, it being - 


dufk, one: of our men came running towards me, 
` and compelled me to goto a tavern with hin, which 
was at the diftance of feven miles. I afked him if 
he had brought me any thing to cover me. He re- 
plied; No; but that there was fpeedy help for me- 
Į readily complied, and with much difficulty reach- 
ed 'the tavern at midnight. The meffenger went im- 
and informed the hoft of mv cafe, who brought me 


aut, a pair of red breeches, which was all he had- 


left after fupplying the reft. a 

. Ebenezer Allen, governor of the ifland, and 
who dwelt about fix miles from the tavern, hear- 
ing of our diftrefs, made all poffible hafte to re- 
lieve us; and when he arrived at the tavern (ac~. 
companied by his two eldeft fons) he took Captain 
Seaborn, his black fervant, Jofeph, and myfelf, 
and efcorted us to his own houfe. Between eleven 
and twelve at night we reached the governor’s 
manfion. Being afhamed to be feen, we would 
fain have hid: ourfelves in any dark hole, as it. 
was a truly magnificient building; but to our 
aftonifhment, we were received into the great par- 
lour, where were fitting by- the fire-fide two fine: 


ladies attending the fpit, on which was a heavy 


quarter of houfe lamb. - 


Obferving a large mahogany table, fpread witha 
fine damafk cloth, aud every knife, fork and plate, - 
laid in a genteel manner, I thought it was intended © 


for. fome perfons of diftin&lion, or, at leaft for 
the family fupper. In a fhort time the meat was. 


laid on the table, yet nobody fat down to eat; and . 
as we were almoft hid in one corner of the room, | 


the ladies turned round and faid, ‘ Poor men, why: 
don’t you come to fupper? I replied, “ Madam, 
7 3 we 
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we had no idea that ‘it was prepared for us !” The 
Jadies then intreated us to eat without any kind of 
fear of them, affuring. us that is was prepared for 
-none others; and none of us having eaten any 
thing for near five.and-thirty hours before, we 
picked the bones of the whole quarter ; to which 
we had plenty of rich good cyder to drink. After 
{upper we went to bed, and enjoyed fo profound a 
fleep, that the next morning it was difficult for the 
-old gentleman to awake us. | 

The following day 1 became a partaker of feveral 
garments, and as I was happily poffeffed of a little | 
learning, it caufed me to be more abundantly caref- 
fed by the whole family. This unexpeéted change 
-~of circumftance and diet, I experienced in a very 
‘uncommon manner; but as I was ftri€tly trained 
up a Churchman, and could not fupport the idea of 
a Diffenter (although, God knows, I had well nigh 
by this time diffented from all that was truly good) 
this proved a bar to my promotion; and my rong 
propenfity to fail for England, to fee my mother, 
prevented my acceptance of the greateft offer I ever 
received in my life. For, when the day came that 
we were to quit the ifland, and to crofs the Sound, 
over to atown called Sandwich (on the Continent) 
the young fquire took me apart and intreated me 
to ftay with them; faying, that if I would, nothing 
fhould be lacking to render my fituation agreeable. 

As there were very few whité men on the ifland, 
I was fixed upon (if willing) to. efpoufe one of the 
governor’s daughters. I have been informed that 
he was immenfely rich, having on the ifland two 
thoufand head of cattle, and twenty thoufand fheep, 
and every acre of land thereon belongmg to himfelf. 
However, I could not be prevailed upon to accept 
the offer; therefore the governor furnifhed us with 
forty fhillings each, and gave us a pafs over to the 
town of Sandwich.—Upon our arrival there, we 
waited on Mr. Silas Bourn, juflice of the peace, 


who treated us courteoufly, ordered us to fign our 
a _ names 
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names to a certain paper, which he fent to the keepef 


of a tavern, whereby we could have every thing — 


we wifhed for. | 
After taking our leave of juftice Bourn, we fet 

out for Plymouth, which, we were informed, was 

the fir {pot whereon the Americans landed when 


‘they firt went over to inhabit that part of the 
‘world. It appeared a low mean place, with only a 
{mall {pired meeting-houfe, which they built, be- 


fore they had raifed one dwelling-houfe : Such was 


. their zeal for the glory of God! We paffed 


through this tra& of land without a main road to 


- guide us, till we came to a wood. The woods in 


t 


this part of the world are variegated with number- 
Jefs rows of tall pines, which naturally grow ata 
tolerable diftance from one another, fo that they. 


efemble a gentleman’s park, and form a beantiful 
appearance. We continued travelling till it began. 
:to grow dark, and finding no houle in our way 


fince we left Plymouth, we concluded that we muit 
pitch our tent in the woods all night. However, 
at about feven o'clock, we came to a fmall pe 
houfe. After we had fupped, I craved the hol- 


pitality of an old Enghfhman in providing a bed for 


each of us; but he very roughly refuied, feeing 
we were intire ftrangers. f 


As we were about to continue our no&turnal jour- ~ 


‘ney, a poor woman ran up to us, and infifted upan 
our -returning to ber houfe, where we fhould be 
pa Seared accommodated with every thing we want- 
ed for that night. This being the firft of Novem- 


ber, and the winter there juft fet in, we were, 
whilft by- the fire, almoft burnt on one fide, but © 


nearly frozen on the other. As foon as day-light 
appeared we arofe, and took our leave of the old 
woman, after returning her many thanks. At half 
paft eleven, we reached the beautiful town of Han- 
over. Here the buildings were all traly magnificent. 
‘The inhabitants were polite, wealthy, and of an 
‘agreeable mien, | rae 
ns At 
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At the north-weft part of the town was á very 
fine road, which extended itfelf to the fea-fhore. In 
the center of this road ftands a ftately church, con- 
veniently fituated for travellers, who. frequently 
have recourfe thereto, in their journies on Sabbath- 
Days. One Sunday, as my companions and I were 
croffing the church-yard, at the time of divine fer- 
vice, a well dreft gentleman came out of the church, 
and faid, “ Gentlemen, we do not fuffer any perfon 
in this country to travel on the ee We 
gave him to underftand, that it was neceflity which 
conftrained us to walk that way, as we were.all 
thip-wrecked on St. Martin’s Vineyard, and were 
travelling to Bofton. The gentleman was ftill dif. 
fatisfied, but quitted our company, and went into 
the church. When we had gone a little farther, a 
large white houfe caught our attention. The door 
being wide open, we reafonably imagined it ‘was 
not without fervants or others ; but as we went ine 
tothe kitchen, nobody appeared to be within, ei- 
ther above or below. However, I advifed my com- 
panions to ftay in the houfe until fome perfon fhould 
arrive. They did fo, and in a fhort time two la» 
dies, richly dreft, with a footman: following them, 
came in through the kitchen; and notwithftanding 
they turned round and faw us (who in fo dirty and 
difagreeable a garb, (might have terrified them ex- 
ceedingly) i neither of them took any notice of us, 
nor did they demand our reafon for fuch an 
intrufton. 7 

About a quarter of an hour afterwards a foot- 
man entered'tlre kitchen with the cloth, and a 
large two-quart filver tankard full of rich cydef, 
alfo a loaf and cheefe; but we not knowing it was 
‘prepared for us, did not attempt to partake of it. 
At length the ladies, coming into the kitchen, and 
viewing us in our former pofition, afked why-we 
‘did not refrefh ourfelves with what was fet before 
us ? Upon which I urged the: others to join-with 
me in the acceptance of fo hofpitable a propofal. 
After this the ladies oa a familiar enquiry into 

ft) - , our 
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eur fitustion, I gave them as paculan an account 
of every occurrence as I could, ss 


~ We hen afked the ladies if they could furnith us - 
with a ladging that evening... They replied, if we 


proceeded farther, we fhould doubtlefs be enter- 
ained by their brother, a quaker, about feven miles 
farther off. We thanked them, and fet forward, 
and at about eight o’clock arrived at. their brother’s 


houfe. Fatigued with our journey, we haftened: 
into the parlor, and delivered our meflage; whores . 
upon a gentleman quickly gave us to underftand © 
that he was the quaker referred to by the ladies; * 
who (total ftiangers as we were) ufed us with adea 
gree of hofpitality impoffible is exceeded. Ap 
~ After our banquet, the gentleman took us up 
into a fpacious bedchamber, with defirable bedditigy. 


and very coltly chints curtains. We enjoyed “å 
found night’s reft, arofe. between feven and- eight 
the next morning, and were entertained with a good 
breakfaft. We returned many thanks for -his 
friendfhip and liberality, and departed for Boon 
Here all the land was flrewed with plenty ; and 
their orchards were filled with apple and pear-trees, 


They had cyder preffes in the center of, their, 


orchards, and great quantities of neat cyder, which: 
any perfon might become a partaker of for the mere 
trouble of afking. We foon entered Boflon, a com- 
modious and beautiful city, where I refided. four 
months. | ede ee 
Nothing was wanting during our continuance 
' here; affluence flowed in upon. the inhabitants 
from all parts of the Continent. I-never.remember 
. to have heard one oath uttered, or the name of God 
mentioned, fave upon a religious occafion, during 
the four months I tarried at that place ; nor is there 
‘one lewd houle fuffered in the whole town, ‘or any 
fabbath-breaking. It was a pleafure to buy and fell 
among them, becaufe I never found an individual 
guilty of extortion, Would to God I could fay 
this of the inhabitants of Great-Britain ! | 


t 
’ 


~ 
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On our arrival at Bofton we applied for the falvage 
of our goods, which were faved out of the fhip 
Scipio; but Captain Clark refufed. to make us any - 
fatisfa€tion, as his veflel was wrecked by waiting to. 
take us up. Upon this, a certain gentleman of 
that city undertook our caufe, and commenced art 
ation againft Captain Clark m the Admiralty. 
court. The defendant ftood the trial, before judge 
Byfield, and after a hearing of about half an hour, 
the judge addreffed Captain Clark, and afked him, 
if he thought we had not fuffered fufficiently 
already P He therefore faid, * As you faved the 
cargo of your own veffel, E hereby decree, that 
they fhall all. receive double falvage.” Then, Cepe 
taim Clark, though deemed by the inhabitants a — 
covetous man, told the judge chearfully, that it 
fhould be fo; and that he would, moreover, make 
each of us a prefent of ten pounds ‘currency, ex- 
clufive of ‘our refpeftive falvage. Thus ended our 
law-fuit, and we had a fufficiency to fit us out with 
every cree S for fea agair. | 
I embraced the firft -opportunity of failing for 
Antigua, in the Weft-Indies, where I got my dif- . 
charge, and having a ftrong inclination to return to 
my native country, ł entered into an agree- 
ment with Captain Skutt, then lying in the harbour 
of St. John’s, the principal town of Antigua 
While we were waiting here, for a freight for Eng- - 
land, there came on a very terrible hurricane, which 
drove us out of the harboor into the offing; yet we 
rovidentially fuftained ljttle damage ; nd reached, 
in the fpace of eight days, the harbour of St. John’s 
again. When we had taken in part of our home- 
ward-bound mere¢handize, ‘the fhip was ordered te 
the ifland of Montferrat, about ten leagues to lee- 
ward of Antigua; there to procure the refidue of 
our cargo, BE ot 
This ifland chiefly confifts of numerous lofty and — 
barren mountains, with an unnavigable harbour, 
rendered fo by a multiplicity of {mall fharp-pointed 
rocks, feveral of which at ebb-tide are one, two, 
D 2 (Or 
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~or more feet above water. There is likewife a very 
mean and. inconfiderable town, which has little or 
no correfpondence with others in the adjacant 
iflands. The name of this town is Bafleterre, and 
is fituated in view of the iflands of Nevis, St. 
Chriftopher, and Guadaloupe. Here we were ne- 
ceffitated to travel feven or eight miles over rocks, 
and through many vallies, to get: fire-wood, of a 
tree called Manchanell. It is one of the moft 
beautiful trees, probably, in the known world ; and 


bears an apple, the odour whereof is not unlike 


that of our Englifh golden rennets, and of an equal 


form and fize; but every part of it is one of the | 


rankeft poifons, ropt, ftem, branches, leaves, and 
fruit. When I firft went to Jamaica, I faw one of 
thofe trees, which was full of fruit, and {pread its 
branches and leaves as wide as our great walnut- 
trees in England. I fimply knocked down one of 
. the apples, and, ignorant of the confequence, was 
going to eat it, (as it was pleafing to the eye) when 


a black.man, obferving me, ran with uncommon — 
fwiftnefs, and {natched it from my hand; giving 


mé to underftand, that if 1 had eaten it, all my 
teeth would have fallen out of my head. He told 
me alfo that if aay perfon was to ftand’ under that 
4rce in a Mower of rain, the drops falling from it 
gn any partof the fkin, would take it off. As our 
men were cutting thofe trees for fire-waod at Mont- 
ferrat; they. had their eyes clofed and. {welled in 


fuch a-majiner, that we--were apprehenfive they 


never could recover their fight, but they recovered . 


in a fhort time. 7 
. When the-fhip was ready for failing we weighed 
anchor, and failed for Briftol, where we arrived 
after feven weeks paffage. After a few weeks, I 
fhipped myfelf with Captain James Seaborn in 
fecond voyage, for Old Callabar, on the Coaft of 
Africa. Here I was made gunner of the fhip; and 


foon after was ordered for South Carolina. Theneg 


we fteered our courfe with a delightful gale. to the 
Briflol channel. On coming to, England, Ires 
S a a paired 
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paired to Briftol, and from thence fet off for Lon- 
_ don, to vifit my mother, whom I had not feen for 
ten years pał. My family being in low circume ' 
flances, I was obliged to go again to fea, and the 
firft trip was in a coafting floop to Wifbeach,' with: 
Captain John Heath. When I returned, I fhipped- 
myfelf with Captain Thomas Long, for Antigua.. 
When I had made this voyage, I agreed with Cap-- 
tain Rogers for a voyage up the Mediterranean.. 

We failed from the Downs in the month of 
anuary, 1799, after riding out many vehement 
o ee fea, The isle fleet failed down: 
‘the Channel with very promifing weather ; but. be-- 
fore we made any progrefs, the wind fuddenly varied,. 
and blew with fuch violence, that the greater part- 
of the fleet were fcattered, and their fails torn to: 
atoms ; therefore fuch as could, returned to Spit- 

head, while the others were. difperfed abroad, an 
driven to the,coaft of France. But.our Captain be- 
ing an obftinate, though an experienced feaman, 
was determined to proceed: The confequence was, 
we were. beating to windward for fult five weeks in 
ceffantly under reefed courfes, the fea making con- 

tinual breaches over.the fhip. We did. not duri 
- that time, drefs any provifions ;. neither had-any 

us a dry thread upon our backs... 7 
One night in particular the wind, being at 
north-weilt, attacked us fo violently, that the fhip- 
was laid hatches under water, and the fore-f{cuttle 
where we came up, being unfortunately open, every: 
fea poured itfelf down into the hold, infomuch that 
the fhip was funk very near two ftreaks in the wa- 
ter. The Captain was at the fame time curfing, 
{wearing, and roaring, like an infernal fpirit ; and . 
had it not been for’ the alacrity of one of our feamen, 
_who ran up the weather main‘ fhrouds, and cone 
veyed himfelf under water to come at the lee-main- 
, heet, and let it go, (which as the main fal was fet, 
naturally preffed the thip down to leeward} we muft 
inevitably have foundered. When the nidin-fheet 
was let fly, the main-fail went all to fhivers, the 
D 3. fore. 
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fore-fail then wore the fhip round, and brought 


her ftarboard fide to the wind, which blew ter 
upon an even keel, She lay for a long time like a 
log upon the waves, and having five feet water in 
her hold. We had recourfe to both pumps, and in 
about five hours cleared her, and proceeded on our 
voyage; but the obftinacy of the Captain occafi- 


oned the lofs of the whole cargo, and this: confi- ` 
cerable lofs fell upon the confignors. As aur firft. 


port of delivery was Marfeilles, in the fouth’ of 
France, down in the gulph of Lyons, in the. 
Streights of Gibraltar, we went thither and offered 
to the confignees there the cargo; but they refafed 
to'accept it. This obliged us to carry it to Genoa, 


where it was likewife refufed. From thence we ` | 
fteered up to Leghorn, and this being the laft port. 


f delivery, the freightor’s correfpondents ‘were 
obliged to accept it, good or bad, agreeable to char- 


ter. When our cargo was difcharged, and our | 


fhip reladen, we departed. 

After we had been at Marfeifles, Genoa, and 
‘Leghorn, we failed for England. When we ar- 
rived off the Ifle of Wight, a tender, which lay 
in the Channel, prefed our whole fhip’s crew. 
After having been on board the tender upwards of 
a week, one part of us were fent on board the 
‘Lenox, of 7o guns, and the other on board the 


Ipfwich, of the fame force. After lying at Spit- , 
head ten months, under an arbitrary Lieutenant, I 


was removed on board the Phoenix, Captain Trivil 
Caley, who was a gentleman and a Chriftian. He 


encouraged religious difcipline on board; nor did | 
he ever négleét to order his Chaplain to attend his 


mnvalids, at five o’clock in the morning, both at 
Portfmouth and Gofport, and would conftantly vifit 
every patient refpe€tively, on his knees, at their 
bedfides, with all the devotion becoming a Chrif- 
tian. Never was a Commander fo careffed ‘by a 
= fhip’s company as Captain Caley, and his men. 
were equally dear to him. So entirely cautious was 
he betore he fpoke to any man on board, from the 
Sa a y highef, 
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highelt to the loweft, that he even drew the atten- 
tion of ftrangers: For my part I could never look. 
at him, bat with uncommon fatisfa€tion, Happy, 
truly happy it proved for me, that 1 fell in with fo 
worthy a Chriftian; otherwife, what with the hell. 
of uncommoa curfes and oaths, accompanied by an 
habitual courfe of cruel. betavioar, on the part of 
two heatenants,I muft fave died under my burden, 
At that fime I was grievoufly oppreffed with the 
rheumatifm. However, early one ‘morning, God 
. Ufidertook my caufe, and I began thus to reafén! 
‘with myfelf: The rheumatifm! What is it? and it. | 
was ftrongly fuggefted to me,“ It is a violent cold% 
I then afked, what ismoft proper asa remedy for the 
cold ? and was anfwered, “ Spring water.” : On 
this I calléd a man, whofe’ name was Tom ‘Lewis, 
and requefted him to procure me five or fix fhirts, 
and air them well. -I defired him alfo to fill a large 
pitcher of water, and bring it inflantly- toime, ahd 
I would drink till I could drink 'no more. He erg 
deavoured to diffuade me, affuring me, tliat it would 
kill me. “ Notwithftanding,” added he, # if you 
are bent upon taking it, I will get it quickly,” 
He did fo, and when I had drank freely, I laig 
down on the bed, and Tom covered -me up ver 
warm. After] bad jain about the fpace of -half an 
hour, I put my head under+the clothes, and breaths 
ed hard on the pit of my Romach; this produced a 
profufe perfpiration. ` ` oe , 
I then defired my attendant to bring me half a 
dozen warm flannels, in order to rub me from head 
tofoot: He did this likewife, and continued rubs 
bing till I made five thirts quite wet. When J had 
put on the fixth fhirt, I told Thomas, that I was. 
totally exempt from every fymptom of the rheuma- 
tifm. Ithen jumped out of bed, dreffed myfelf, 
and afked what was for dinner? He replied, ‘Salts 
fifk and potatoes. And although I had not enjoyed 
one meal for eight or ten weeks before, yet I went 
down, and made as hearty a -meal as everl did in 
my life, and then walked a mile on fhore, by ay 
aa o 
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of recreation. ‘Here I confidered that nothing was i 
impoflible to-Him who had.all power in heaved. : 
and in earth. Two or three days. after this I was. | 
pronounced. “able,” and went onboard the Lenox, - * 
the fhip I formerly belonged to. ! a : 
On Chriftmas-eve,.in the year 1794, I efpoufed 
Mary Verney, in the twenty-fecond year of her 
age; at which time | was in my twenty-third year. — 
After remaining on board the fhip for two months, : 
orders were {ent downto Sir John Norris, on board 
the Britannia, a firft-rate of a 100 guns; the Barf- i 
leur, Admiral Balchan, of 90 guns; and the Lan-.  : 
cafter, of 80 guns, Admiral Haddock, together 
with twenty-five fail of the line, to fail immediately: . 
for Lifbon, to prote& the king of Portugal’s Brazik 
fleet from the threats of the Spaniards. Here my- 
felf with feveral others, were turned over from the : 
Lenox on board the Grafton, of 70 guns, and ' 
failed. in ‚company with the fleet, for Lifbon, ; 
andarrived in the Tagus fome me in the month of- i 
May, 1795, where we lay ten months at anchor, in ‘ 
which tame the Brazil fleet arrived; and orders " 
were fent from England for Admiral Haddock’s 
fquadron to return thither, = 7 ” 
- Previous to .our departure from Lifbon the King 
of Po:tugal, with his brother, the black Prince, : 
çame on board three Admirals, whofe fhips were ` ` 
dreft in various colours, and made a very brilliant 
appearance. His Portuguefe Majefty allowed every. 
man and boy in the fleet one pint of wine per day; 
with frefh provifions every day till the. completion: 
of our voyage. . S 
We failed for England in the beginning of Jan- 
uary, 1736, and arrived off the rocks, of Scilly 
the latter end of the fame. month, where our fhip-. 
was well nigh loft, it being indifpenfably neceffary. | 
for us to beat to windward under reefed courfes ; . | 
but, thank God, we were preferved in this ftorm ) 
alfo, and arrived fafe in Chatham river, where we - 
were paid off, February 6, 1736. I then came- 
re - .  gireéily . 
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. direĝly to. London, nor have I ever been to fea 
nce. 

I now entered upon a new fcene of life; for als — 
though I had been brought up to the fea, and had - 
no friends to fupply my neceffities at home; yet 
I was refolved, through the help of the Almighty, 
to have recourfe to any employment, rather than 
abide in the ftate of life I formerly did: A life at- 
tended with all manner of fufferings and wickednefs 
in the higheft degree. Indeed God never left me 
without convi@tion,. which conftantly rendered my 
mind unhappy ; and my con{cience upbraided me 
for the commiffion of fin. ` 

Being now in a married ftate, and defirous to lead 
a regular life, I habituated myfelf to the church 
fervice; but finding the churchmen living as did 
. other people, and having no Chriftian friend tọ 
` converfe with, I knew not what fep to take, and 
therefore readily concluded, religion was a mere 
farce. At the fame time, being fubjeét to the 
weight of many temporal diftreffes, it pleafed God 
to point me out, in a few months, a fchool at 
_ Staplefoot Tauney, near Paffingford Bridge, in the 

county of Effex, eref&ted by a Lady Luther, who 
{pared no pains in its building; and alfo beftowed 
many donations towards the fupport and maintenance 
‘ thereof. My whole falary amounted to fourteen 
pounds per annum; ten pounds whereof was the 
. falary from the íchool; two pounds from Lady 

Luther, and the like fum from Mr. Moot, a wealthy, 
farmer, with as many day-fcholars as I could get 
on my own account. I foon paifed a confiderable 
{chool, and fent to London for my wife, and all 
my goods. The lady invited me three days in the 
week with the curate of the parifh, to dine with 
her; and every other day, if I thought proper, to 
accompany the fervants at their dinner in ‘Knaves. 
Hall, as they termed it. I now began.to be much 
delighted with my fituation, and {pared no diligence 
to` bring the children forward in their ears 

an 
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and indeed the fuccefs I met with caufed the {choo! 
to be recommended throughout the country. ` 
- The curate of the parifh frequently called upon 
me, decoyed me to his lodgings, about three miles 
from the fchool, to join him in {moaking and drink- 
ing: He alfo preffed me to fing him a fea fong; 
and I was generally detained fo very late at night, 
that I could fcarcely find my way home. Once, 
as the curate and myfelf were going from Lady 
Luther’s over the fields to my fchool, I took. the - 
liberty to quote fome paffages of fcripture, ae 
to our immoral proceedings. My guide laughe 
heartily, and faid, * Told, are you fo great a block- 
head as to believe the fcripture ? It is nothing 
but a pack of falfe ftuf.” This furprifed me much, 
and from that time I feparated myfelf from his 
company; and God, in his providence, difunited 
me from thofe dead Chriftians, by the following 
fimple circumftance. : 
The wood I had befpoke for firing not coming in 
>- fo foon as } expe&ted, I acquainted farmer Mills, 
on the oppofite fide of the church-yard, ‘who gave 
me leave to fend my boys into his field, where they 
might colleét a quantity fufficient for my ufe until 
the befpoked fire-wood came in; and feeing it was 
on the farmer’s own ground, I had no ‘conceptions 
of any impropriety ; yet this, through the com- 
pore an old woman, (who before expreffed the 
ncereft regard for myfelf and wife) proved the 
caufe of my removal out of the country. ` 
‘ Sir Edward Smith, then Lord of the Manor, fent - 
«Lady Luther, and defired to know what kind of 
{chodlmafter fhe had brought into the country, 
and whether he ever taught his children their 
catechifm. She anfwered, that I bore the beft of 
chara€ters, and had brought the children forward in 
their education in an extraordinary manner, and 
that I taught the children their catechifm every 
Thurfday; Sir Edward then afked, how I came to 
leave out the eighth commandment ; therefore ifs 
. fifted upon my difmiffion from the {chool, and dee 
i " parture 
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arture from the town immediately. He would not 
| bar the circumftance face to face; fo I was under 
the neceflity of hiring a waggon to carry all my 
goods back to London; and was at a lofs what 
method to purfue for the maintenance of my family ; 
. but in a fho:t time a clerk’s place offered at King’s- 
Wharf, toa dealer in coals and timber. I remain- 
ed there about four months, when my miftiefs leav- 
ing off bufinefs; I was neceffarily difcharged, and 
was left deftitute of employment for fome time; 
nor could I obtain any relief, or procure the. leaft 
employ. I therefore refolved to fubmit to any 
office to procure a fubfiftence; and accordingly en- 
gaged myfelf to bricklayer, in Watling-ftreet, to 
keep his books, and at vacant opportunities to at- 
tend the labourers. Here I continued fix or feven 
years, and afterwards ferved Mr. John Pankeman, | 
In the courle of my fervices with him, a young 
man, who was a bricklayer, came and afked me if 
I could help ‘him to bufinefs. I anfwered him 
roughly, which he received with great meeknefs ; 
this ftruck me with furprife. I then called him 
back, and defired him to wait on a certain mafter 
bricklayer the next morning, who I believed, could 
find him employment. He went accordingly, and - 
the gentleman admitted him into his fervice. “This 
young man was a happy inftrument of leading © 
me out of darknefs into God’s marvellous light, 
Here my readers will permit me to revert to m 
earlieft days ; and as I have already fet forth the 
manner of God’s working upon my foul, to the 
time of my admiflion into Edward Colfon’s Hofpi- 
tal, I fhall occafionally recur to fome things of a 
{piritual nature, which I experienced there. 
When I firft was admitted into that {chool, the 
parting with my tender-hearted nurfe brought me 
- under much diftrefs of mind; yet I conftantly 
found the Spirit of God working powerfully upon 
me; nor could I ever find peace but when meditat< 
ing on things divine. My thoughts, when at prayers 
in the fchool three times every-day, were carried 
he uae | up 
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up into heaven, with the moft folemn ardent defire 3 
and when we affembled in the college church, 


which we regularly did every fabbath-day, the fer- 


vice there was to mea heaven upon earth. Herel 
drank deep into the blifs of the ever-bleffed and 
adorable Jefus, till I arrived at the age of ten years ; 
by which time I had made fome proficiency in 
learning, and was approved of by the minifter, who 
came twice a week to inftru& us in religious princi- 
ples; fo that in a fhort time I was intitled a 
monitor. : 

I then began to read pious books, efpecially the 
‘Pilgrim’s Progrefs. This fet me on fire for God, 
ad . heavenly blifs, and wrought in me the utmoft 


horror of taking the Lord’s name in vain, or of ` 


telling alye; and as there were a few lads in the 
‘fame order as myfelf, that were pioufly inclined, fo 


‘we often read the piles Progrefs together. One 


Lord’s-day in particular, being at the college church, 


the Reverend Mr. Sutton preached a very alarm- | 


ing difcourfe upon the things of eternity, to a 


crouded congregation. The fafhion was then for — 


_ the women to go naked breafted; nor was there a 

woman to be found in the college but appeared in 
‘this indecent mannner ; yet the A tcoutte in a great 
‘meafute effeéted its defign ; nor do I remember to 
‘have feen any thing of that kind in Briftol after- 
‘wards. Many of our boys were deeply affefled by 


‘the fermon fo that when we came home, feveral of | 


us enfered into an agreement to pinch the tongue of 


“him that told a lye, or mentioned the Lord’s name 


“in an irreverent way. 
When I was about twelve years of age I was 


more acquainted with divine things, but not with ° 


“myfelf asa finner. Sitting one day reading the 
“Pilgrim's Progrefs, I {uddenly laid down the book, 


“leaned my tight-elbow on’ my knee, with my hand ` a 


‘fupporting my head, and meditated in the moft 
‘folemn manner upon the awfulnefs of etetnity. 


Suddenly I was’ ftruck as with a hand on the top of 


‘my ‘head, ” which: affe€ted ‘my whole frame; the 
= l blow 
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blow was immediately followed by a voice with -. 
thefe words, ‘ Dark! dark! dark!” and although 
it alarmed me prodigioufly, yet, upon the recovery 
from fo fudden a motion, I, found myfelf broad 
awake in the world of fin. “Notwithftanding all my 
former happinefs, I now found nothing could. give 
me fatisfatton ; nor could I ever reft fatisfied about 
my falvation, as temptation from the ’ world, thé 
fleth and the devil, were ever befetting me, - .: 

One day, the boys being pérmiited to ‘gd to vift 
their friends, I obtained permiffion likewife,:als 
though I had no relation or friend in the city ; mg 
mother and two fifters refiding. in London, and mi 
two elder brothers refiding in the country., Hows 
ever, feveral of the bays accompanied me, ‘that 
afternoon to a river, called Broad-Stony, -near ibe 
city, for the purpofe of learning to fwim: ‘and, as 
I was firongly defirous of learning that art, feveral 
of the fmalier boys, with myfelf, went into a pond 
adjoining to that river. I ventured beyond: the 
others: but in attempting to fwim, ftruck out of my 
depth, and was for: fome time ftruggling. for. lifes 
My ‘companions, who fat. upon the bank on. the 
other fidé the river, imagined I was taking my 
paftime, by reafon of my rifing above: water land 
diving again, and had no conceptions that! b wad on 
the verge of being drowned, till. they perceived 
that I funk, and they could fee meno marg. At 
this they were all in the utmoft confternation, hot 
owls what to'do; but feeing fome haymukers:at 
the farther end of. the meadow, they ran with: alt 
poflible hafte, and informed them that a boy was 
drowned. Previdentially. there was a Dutchman 
among the haymakers, who, upon hearing the news, 
threw down his:hay-fork, ran to the river fide, ens 
quired where I was perceived to fink, and jumped: 
in without pulling off any of his cloaths.. He groped. 
about for a confiderable, time, but I could not be: 
found, as I had firot a great diftance from: the {pat 
where the children perceived me.to. fink. I wae: 
now given up for loft ;, but as the Dutchman was 

E {wimming 
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fwimming to. the bank where a willow-bufh grew 

out at the fide, in order to haul -himfelf out of the 
ond, he felt about with one of his legs juit before 


e came to the bank ; ‘ and as my head was covered 


in the mud, with my -heels upright, he providen- 
tially ftruck his foot againft mine, -and joyfully gave 
the. fignal that I was found. He went down, 
brought me up, and landed me on the bank; but 
not the leaft figns of life were difcernable in me 
Fle held me with my heels upwards for fome minutes, 
and then concluded my life was gone; yet it came 
into his. mind to try another method. Accordingly 
he {wam acrofs the river, and went a litle way up 
the hill, where there was a {mall alehoufe. He 
: got from thence a quartern of Awa and fwam 

over the river back again into the meadow, holding 
up the bsandy in one hand, and {wimming with the 
other. My jaws were firmly fet together, nor was 
there any motion or breath to be perceived; yet he 
put fome brandy into his mouth, forced my jaws 
open, arid blew repeatedly half a quartern of fpirits 
down my throat. He alfo blew fome up my nof- 
trils, and into my ears, and in about three quarters 
of an hour my left-eye flew open, and I gave a 
loud fhriek. -They then carried me to Baptift- 
Mills; where in about four hours, I recovered my 
fenfes, fo as to have a faint. knowledge of one or 
two of the boys. | oou 

-= I was then conveyed home to the fchool, but with 
an excruciating pain, equal to the being cut through 
in the middle of my body; nor did 1 enjoy an ex- 


emption therefrom for feveral years together ; 


neither do I remember a fingle twelvemonth, for a 
dozen years fucceffively, but this pain «produced 
two or three more fits of ficknefs every. year, and 
many‘ef‘them brought me near the grave. When 
I went to fchool, Mr. Samuel Gardener, the prin- 


cipal mafter of the hofpital, having been informed. 
of the circumftance, punifhed me feverely, as a, 
fizi& charge had been delivered by him that none’ 
So aA i o : a ; _of ms 
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of us fhould go near the water, one of his fcholars 
having been drowned fome time ago. 
I hope my readers will fufpend their judgment, in 
- -cenfuring what I am now about to relate, although 
it may appear rather incredible. The circumftance 
was this: Although I was deprived of my natural 
fenfes, and had no ideas of the things of this, 
world, yet my {pirit was permitted by God both to: 
behold and experience that which, I believe, few 
in the body ever did. My entrance into this blifsfuk 
vilon, as it appeared to me, was that I emerged. out 
of thick darknefs into a moft glorious city ; the 
luftre of which as far outfhone the biigina of 
the noon-day fun, as that brightnefs tran{Cends the 
rays of the moon. This empyreal light fhone with 
arefplendent power on the city, and illuminated 
even the darknefs, through which I feemed to orge 
my way, and enforce my entrance into that bgatific, 
fate ; and although we cannot retain. a. Redfaft. eye 
upon the fun, when in its meridian {plendor, yet Ij 
found no impediment to my fight ig looking with; ` 
a rapturous. ardency on this -heavenly.-fcene, the 
beams whereof darted from the fouth-eaft, with) 
arefulgence above the higheft conception. There, 
was alfo fome refemblance of a bottom, or floor, 
not unlike glafs, but neither the city or boitom, 
were of any fubftance. The inhabitants,were all in, 
the form of men, arrayed in robes of.the, finef: 
uality, from their necks down to their feet; yet 
they alfo appeared to me of no fubftance, .. What; 
particularly took my attention was, that, mot: one, 
af thefe:celeftial bodies were under, any, degree of: 
labour to. walk,.as they: all glided fwifly along, 
as if carried by the wind. This was my own cale,. 
clothed in the fineft of linen, and convéyed with, 
the like celerity. No fpeech or language was neede; 
ful there, as they were all one foul, ,. Tie folemn, 
facred joy, and uninterrupted peace, I then pof- 
feffed, all language fails me to point out ;, I had po 
T, evil, or any. temptation thereto, bat 
was completely happy. J. 2 0 2 th og ee, 
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Another point of this vifion I would remark be- 
fore I clofe the fubje&t is, while thofe bleffed {pirits = s' 
were performing their rial courfe, one of them,  * 
at a fmall diftance, on my right-hand, turned round, 
and looked ftedfaftly at my raiment, and the glory = ® 
that beamed from his countenance: united us to- ë 
. gether as one. Oh! who can exprefs thé fweet, == 
pleafant, and ferene tranquility I then enjoyed! But = 
on a fudden, 1 loft all fenfe of this very defirable 1 
flate, and fenfibly apprehended my being brought : 
again into a finful world; the coming into which’ = + 
was as through a fea of blood and fire. This was: i; 
the fequel and conclufion of that awful difpenfation = 
of the righteous God to me, well knowing how’ = 
he had difpofed of me for many years paft, that I ss 
might: be: made perfeét divough fufferings, and = 
| ine deep into his cup, and be baptized with his z 
aptit. > > z 
~ Mince the time I was particularly convinced of fin, œ 
by reading the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, the Spirit of . + 
Géd never left me without conviion; nordo f. » 
reniember ‘ever to have fallen into any outward fin, x 
but I refle&ted‘ upon it with abhorrence, and was ao x 
often terrified with awful dreams, When on my”  : 
firat paffage:to: Jamaica I was grievoufly exercifed =; 
in mind, as not’one of the mariners had the leaf —, 
concern for God, or the falvation of their fouls, ' 
but, on’ the! contrary, appeared to be greedy of' y 


| 


‘eternal death and damnation. And, as St. Paul i 
faith; “ Evil communications corrupt good man- 7 
riets,”-fo they not only corrupted my manners,. ir 


but my: morals alfo. 1 being unacquainted with) 
the devices of the devil, began to doubt whether ; 
all: thofe perfons, who feemed happy in themfelves, `; 

could : be’ loft eternally, although they lived fych ` 
horrid lives. 2 °. | Se Le R 
“When we arrived at Jamaica, I found the inha- - |; 
bitants correfponded with thofe reafonings; nor dof. `> ` 
remember tohavé met withone man or woman, who | 
liad-the fear of God.before their eyes in the town of 
—Kingfton, or Port-Royal, or even the opn of god- 
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linefs.. They were much addifted to curfing, fwear- 
ing, whoredom, lying, and fabbath-breaking; Ex: 
ercifing the utmoft cruelty on their: unhappy -hegro’ 
flaves without remorfe. When I went on fhore at 
the eaft end of Kingfton, I faw a ftout ‘bléck rhan, 
about thirty-fix years of age, brought dowr to the’ 
crane, by his mafter, and for the commiffion. o 
fome little error, delivered up to be punithed. 


* The mode-of punifhment was as follows: The’ | 


boatfwain tied both wriffs together with a ftrong’ 
cord; then hooked the crane between his wrifts, 
and hoifted his body nearly a foot from the floor.’ 
Then he took a whip, ‘compofed of. cow’s-fkin;' 
which, when dried hard and twift.d lengthways,’ 
forms a kind of fcrew, the outward édge of ‘which’ 
is extremely fharp. A negro, in obedience to the’ 


_boatfwain’s commands, began the direful aétion, ‘in* 


the prefence of his vile mafter, accompanied by” 
two others of the fame complexion, gazing upon 
the pitiable obje& with delight. After the execuri-’ 
oner, with one hundred lathes, had reduced his 
body from neck to ancles into one wound; and’ 
homan naturé was no longer able to fupport ifelf 
under the ftroke, the poor man hung down his. 
head, and received the remaining cuts ke a flock 
or a ftone, faintly uttering, “ Oh! ‘me deady! me 
deady1” Nor did thismove the accurfed fiend (his’ 
mafter) till the poor ‘tortured objé&t appeared in his’ 
laft gatps. He then defired the boat{wain’s mate to’ 
defift for a few moments, ‘and “approached the 
almoft expiring flave; when, taking-a more par- 
ticular furvey ‘of his wounds from head to toot; 
and perceiving two’or three fpaces which had not 
been laid open, he inftantly ran to the boatfwain’s’ 
mate, and compelled him to lafh him there alfo, 
and make him all alike. When this was done he 
was loofed, and having no flrength to ftand, he’ 
lay as dead, while he was wathed from head to font 
in a tub of falt-beef pickle, placed on the wharf 
for that’ purpofe. I was aftonithed that the ex. 
cruciating pains produced by the’ pickle did not put 
rr ee ee ea afpeedy - 


s4 ._. The Life of 


a [peedy end to his exiftence. The heathen (his 
matter) tarried to behold this operation alfo, and. 


afterwards walked off well fatisfied. oar 
This deed was not executed in a corner, or done 
Brvily but upon the open wharf, and in a nominat 


Gbriftian Proteftant. country: but if the’ word 


“« Chriflian” implies (which it unqueftionably 
dath) ene who has the mind that was in Chrift, 
then there can be nq breach of charity, in pro- 
riouncing fugh wretches as thefe children of the 
devil, rather than the children of God. This hor- 
red barbarity overfpread the. ifland of Jamaica in 


the year 1797, and I fear the fame fpirit fill pre-. 
u 


Vails there. r fellow-creatures are clandeftinely. 
taken away from their native country, utterly 


againft the confent of their parents and themfelves, _ 


and kept in flavery to the Jateft moment of their 
lives, with their children, and children’s children, 
unto many generations. | 

I can never fufficiently praife the Almighty for 
my happy deliverance from the flave trade, i 
i$ one of the bafeft pra€tices under the fun. Surely 
an immediate curfe from God attends upon it, as few 
voyages are made to thofe parts in which the crews 
are. not thinned. by poifon, fuigide, ill ufage, and 
every fpecies of deitru@ion. God followed me 
with daily conviétions for fin: yet, having an, evil 
precedent always before me, and the corruptions. of 


-my own nature inceffantly prompting me tọ nny | 


fometimes gave way thereto, againft the Jight of 
conlcienee Kagwing but very little of the corrupt 
fountain from whence thofe currents flowed. I 
found that, when the bank was broken, the breach 
was made wider and wider; and being at that time 
betweén feventeen and eighteen years of age, an 

my carnal paffions getting the dominion over me, 

was oftentimes overcome with {wearing, drunken- 
nefs and lewdnefs, as alfo divers.other evils; theres 
fore, what with my terrified confcience, and dif. 
appaintments in temporals, my life became com- 
pictely miferable ; and for ahout ‘ten years I cone 
? tinued 


i 


eeing it - 


Mr. Silas Told. ` 55 


tinued in that unfettled ftate, finning and repent- — 
ing; yet I was never without fear of death, hell 
and judgment. l ey 
` In July, 1740, Mr. Charles Cafper Greaves, the 
young bricklayer, already fpoken of, introduced 
me among the people called Methodifts, I ob- 
_ferved fomething in the countenance and behaviour 
of this young men, very different to what I beheld 
in others, as well as myfelf, yet I treated him with | 
ridicule snd contempt; and fometimes curfed and 
{wore at him, and told him his whole fraternity was 
a mixture of falfe prophets and hypocrites; alt 
which he bore with ynwearied patience, without 
returning me one evil word or look. His counte- 
nance appeared full of holy grief, which greatly 
condemned me, although I concealed it from him, 
At twelve o'clock he afked me where I dined. 4 
anfwered him very roughly, ‘“ In the hay-loft.’” | 
He then faid, “ I will go with you." So we af- 
cended together, and as foon as we were feated on 
the truffes of hay, he took a prayer-book out of his 
pocket, and read a few verles out of the Pfalms, 
and afked me what I thought of thofe words? As 
I was fond of the Scriptures, I was the more con- 
founded, well knowing they condemned ine. When 
he perceived me filent, bhe.afked me to go with him 
that evening to hear the Reverend Mr, Wefley at 
the Foundry. I begged him, for God's fake, never 
to afk me queflions of that kind any more, for I wag 
determined never to go thither; and faid tt my wife 
thould come to know it, fhe would never forgive 
me. He faid no more; but in that inftant God 
began to work powerfully upon my foul. Then - 
the eye of my mind faw the Son of God fitting on 
his throne to judge the world, and fuch peace refed 
upon me, as tongue cannat o F found my 
fpirit now much united to Mr. Greaves, and there- 
fore related my experience to him. 1 then propofed 
going with him to hear the Reverend Mr. ‘Wefley, 
and accordingly we repaired to the Foundry, but 
were difapyointed, l E a E 
The 
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_ The next. morning he took me to .Short’s Gare 


dens, to hear Mr, Wefley ; but we were dilap- 
pointed there likewife. He then faid I might de- 

end. upon hearing Mr. Wefley-next Sunday morn- 
ing at five o’clock. I anfwered him roughliv, and 


told him he might-call on me if he thought proper, 


and gave him dirc@ions where Ilived. He was at 


my houfe precifely at four o’clock in the morning, 
and I went with him to the Foundry. As we were. 


palling throygh Cheapfide, he afked me if I had 
an idea of what was become of all thofe who walk- 


ed that ftreet fourfcore or an hundred years ago ” 
This prepared my mind for hearing the word, and, 


as God had already wrought: gracioufly upon my 
foul, I was the better prepared to receive inftruc- 


tions. When we.entered the Foundry, I gazed 


about. me, to make obfervations. . Finding it a 
ruinous place, with.an. old pantile covering, a few 


rough deal boards put together to’ .canftitute a tem- 


porary. pulpit, and feveral other. decayed timbers, 
which compofed the whole ftruéture, I began to 
think it anfwered the defcription given of it. 
In one corner fat three or four old women, one of 
whom appeared Jike.a ftatue, with her apron over 
her face, nor was fhe uncovered. during the whole 
fervice, The enemy of foulsimmediately fuggefted 
that fhe-was a hypocrite. My friend, Mr. Greaves, 
flood, clofe behind me, to. prevent my going out, to 
which I was. ftrongly tempted, and had it, not been 
or the multitude of people affembled together, and 
the profound feriulnele which appeared in the. 
countenance of every. perfon, I fhould have given 


e 


way ,to the temptation, and thereby have loft the. 


greateft bleffing I ever experienced. — 


Exaétly at five o'clock a whifper ran through the 


congregation, ‘‘ Here he comes! Here he comes!’” 
I had a curioffiy to fee his perfon, which, when I 
beheld, I much defpifed. The enemy of fouls fug- 
gefled, that he was. Jome farmer's fon, who, not 
able to fupport himfelf, was making a penny in this 

low manner. He palfed through the congregation 
awe . nto” 
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into the pulpit, and, having his robes on, I expefted 
he would have begun with the church fervice; but, 
to my aftonifhment, he began with iegin a hyma, 
with which 1 was almoft enraptured ;. but his ex- 
temporary prayer was-quite unpleafant, as I thought 
it favoured too much of the Diffenter. After this, 
he took his text in the fecond chapter of the frit 
epilile general of St. John, 12 and 19 ver. “ I 
write unto you, little children, becaufe your fins 
are forgiven you, &c.” The enemy now fug- 
gelted, that he was a Papift, as he dwelt fo much 
en forgivenefs of fins. Although I had read this 
portion.of Scripture. many times before, yet I never 
underftood that we were to know our fins forgiven 
on.earth; fuppofing that it referred only to thofe 
to whom the apoftle was then writing, as I had ~ 
never heard this doftrine preached in the church.. 
However; my prejudice quickly abated, and I 
- plainly faw I could never be faved without knows 
ing my fins were forgiven ; arid the Spirit of God. 
fealed every word upon my heart. At the clofe of 
the difcourfe, however ftrange it my appear, a. 
` {mall flill voice entered my heart with thefe words, 
“ This is the truth!” and inftantly I felt it in 
my foul. — ) : ; 

. My friend Greaves, obferving my attention to the 
fermon, afked me how I liked Mr.-Wefley. I re-. 
pic “As long as I live J will never part from him.” 

now broke off at a troke from my old acquain- 
tances in iniquity, who mocked and derided meex« 
ceedingly ; and one of my moft intimate acquain- 
tances faid to me, ** What! Told, are you come. 
' menced Whitheldite? As fare as ever you were’ 
born, if you follow them, you are damned.” But 
the heavier thy perfecutions were, the more abunə 
dantly I rejoiced ; and found fuch love and union * 
to my minifters, and companions in tribulation, 
that nought but death could make a feparation. 
I had now to encounter with my wife and family, 
- with whom for many years I had lived peaceably ; 
but they perceiving an aheration in my behaviour, 
5 _ fufpected 
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fufpeéted that I had been among the Method:iĝs. 
My wife, though a worthy, honeft woman, yet an 
entire ftranger to this light, one day exclaimed very 
warmly, and faid, * What the devil poffeffes you ? 
J hope. you have not been among the Methodifts ; 
I'll tucrfice my foul rather than you fhall go among 
thofe mifcreants.” 1 gave herfor anfwer, “ If you 
are refolved to facrifice your foul, I am refolved, 
God willing, to join them.” At which fhe faid 
no ae nor ever oppofed my going to hear the 
word. : l 
After this a very unfortunate circumflance hap- 
pened. One evening as my wife was occafionally 
at her accuftomed chandler’s fhop, (which in a 
courfe of years had taken fome hundreds of pounds. 
of my wife’s family) fhe difcovered a leg of pork ` 
roafting. by the fire, and being big with her fourth. 
child, longed to eat of it.. Mr. C. was ever tree 
witb our faniily: in-what my houfe afforded, there- 
‘fore my wife maturally imagined a fimilar degree of 
’ freedom on her. part would not be confidercd as an. 
aét of rudenefs by Mr. C,— at this time, how- 
ever, he feeméd unfamiliar ; nor did he. invite my 
wife.to:partake of kis fupper, as nfual !. Mrs. Told,’ 
being ftri€ily modeft, went home, and informed. 
het mother -ol-the illiberalityof Mr. C. who went ` 
unmedistely to him, and iclated to bhim my wife’s. ` 
condition ; upon which he raved, fwore, ‘and re-. 
plied, “ What ! can I not have a joint af meat, but, 
the muft long for it?” Her mother, ruck with 
his-hehavieur, quickly. informed me thereof. I. 
- then went, to him myfelf, and offered him half-a: 
guinea for a plate-full of the pork, which he fharply, 
refufed:., This broke off, for ever afterwards, our! 
acquaintance; but Ldo not imagine that the, dif- 
appointment would have affeéted my wife, had it, 
not been principally owing to the weaknefs, of her. 
mother, who informed her of the man’s cruel. be- 
haviour; which had fo heavy an effect upan. her, 
that the child became emaciated within . her, info- 
much that fhe. was neyer delivered, but. lay eight; 
UE ae ~ months 
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months under the phyfician’s care, which was at: 
tended with a very great expence. At this time 
my falary was but low, having no more than ten 
fhillings per week. | a H 

In the year 1744, having been married feven 
years, my wife died, leaving only one child, a giri 
about two years of age. God now began to blefs 
me in my outward circumftances. _Soon after my — 
wite’s death I was recommended toa Mr. Bembow, 
at Wapping, to ferve him asa clerk, where I was 
pay refpe&ted on account of my diligence in 

ufinefs. A few months of my fervices to Mr. 
Bembow were {carcely expired, before I was vifited 
by Mr. Hogg, one of Mr. Wefley’s ftewards, who 
informed me, that Mr. Wefley requefted my un- 
dertaking to teach the charity-children:at the Foun- 
dry-{chool ; but being fixed with Mr. Bembow; 
I refufed it. A few days after, Mr Hogg returned; 
and, together with a repetition of his former mef+ 
fage, faid that Mr. Wefley pofitively infifted upon ` 
it. Itben believed it was my duty to comply with 
his defires, and therefore informed Mr. Bembow 
of the intended feparation, Both Mr. Bembow 
and his wife intreated me to continue with them, 
telling me that no money fhould part us, as they 
never had an affiftant who executed their commands 
with fuch attention; but believing it to be the will 
ot God, I dared not to reje&t the undertaking, and 
theretore continued inexorable to their intreattes, 
though it was the occafion of much grief on both 
fides. 
. The day after I was eftablifhed in the Foundry. 
{chool, and, in the {pace of a few weeks, colleéted 
threef{core boys and fix girls ; but the fociety being. 
poor, could not grant me more than ten thillings 
per week. This, however, was fufficient for, me, 
as they boarded and clothed my daughter. Hav- 
ing the children under my care from five in the 
morning till five.in the evening, both winter and 
fummer, {paring no pains, with the aflftflance of 
an ufhcr and tour monitors, I brought near ree of. 
them 
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them into writing and arithmetic. I continued in 
the {chool feven years and three months, and dif- 
- charged two hundred and feventy-five boys, mof 
of whom were fit for any trade. `. i 
In the year 1744, while I attended the children 
one morning at the five o'clock preaching, Mr. 
Wrefley took his text out of the twenty-fifth chaps 
ter of St. Matthew, the forty-firft and following 
verfes. When he read thefe words, * I was fick, 


and in prifon, and ye vifited me not,” as I was . 


fenfible of my negligence, in never vifiting the 
prifoners during the courfe of my life, I was filled 


with horror of mind beyond exprefhon. . This 


threw me well nigh intoa ftate-of defpondency, as 
‘Iwas totally unacquainted with the. meafures re» 
quifite to be purfued for that purpofe. However, 
the gracious God, two or three days afier, fent,a 
theflenger to mè in the fchool, who informed me 
ef ten malefa&ors that were under fentence of 
death, and would be glad of any of our friends who 
could make it corivenient te go and pray with 


them. The meffenger gave rhe to underitand,. that _ 


they were all much awakened, and that one of them 
John Lancafter), was converted, and full of the 
ove of God. In confequence of this reviving in= 
formation, I committed my fchool (without an 


hour’s delay) to the fuperintendency of my ufher,. 


and went with the meflenger to Newgate, where we 
bad admittance into the cell wherein they were 


confined, | | 
In the firft place, I defired Lancafter to call them 


` all together into his cell, and then began to en- 


quire into the ftate of their fouls. I addrefled 
Lancafter firft, as he appeared to be all alive to 


God. Hetold me that he had no doubt but that. 


God, for Chrift’s fake, had forgiven him all his 


fins; and although (as he obferved) he’ was very — 
young, yet he had lived a very wicked life, and: 
acknowledged, that three others, with himfelf,: - 
were the perfons who robbed the Foundry one: 
morning of all the brafs candlefticks ; but he. knew. 


© that 
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that fhortly ke fhould be with Jefus’ in Paradife, 
He added, “ This morning, about five o’clock, the 
Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe in my dark..cedl, and 
‘I am now fo full of God and heaven, that I am like 
a barrel.of new wine ready to burft for vent. ‘Oh! 
for words to exprefs what 1 know feel!” I-then 
fpoke to the reft, fix of whom feemed -clear of 
their-acceptance in the Beloved. | 

While I was fpeaking to 'thefe, one Roberts; a 
carman, who livedin Whitecrofs-Street, entered the 
cell, looking at me with a fullen fhynefs, and with 
a countenance fpeaking the very fpirit of theold | 
ferpent dwelling in him. This immediately. ftruck 
me, and I endeavoured to fpeak to him with-com- 


‚fortable words, and to ufe the moft pacific exhor- 


tations I was capable of, inviting htm to come to 
the Lord Jefus as a poor helplefs, loft, and-undone 
finner. J told him that Jefus wasithe finner’s only 
Friend; that the King of heaven laid down . his 
life for the chief of finners;.and that he certainly 
died for him: I therefore quoted (for example) 
David, Mary Magdalen, Peter, and the thief on 
the crofs. While I was thus fpesking to him, I 

rceived his countenance to ‘change inta-.a f{mile, 
and his:favage:behaviour transformed into a child- 
like deportment. “God inftantty made the lion to 
lie down with the kid; for this turbulent man be- 
came meek, and continued fo till his laft moments, 

The report having been made, and the death- 
warrant coming down, eight of the ten were ordar. 
ed for execution; ‘the other two were refpited : 
neither of thefe .appeared to have'the Jeaft concern 
for their fouls; but, I truft, they were {pared tora 


-good purpofe, that they might have a hule more 
` tıme for repentance. 


The day being arrived when the other eight male- 
faétors were to ‘die, another perfon and myfelf were 
early at the cell, in order to render them all the 
fervicein our power. The keeper having received 


 dire€tions over-night. to lock them all up in one 
: cell, that they might pour. out their fouls together-in 
‘ ae F 


fervent, 
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fervent prayer to Almighty God, it proved a happy 
: might io each of them; fo that when they were led 
' down from their cell, they appeared like giants re- 
frethed with wine ; there was no fear of déath ap- 
parent in theircountenances. Upon being called out 
ao have their irons taken off, Lancafter was the firft. 
While they were doing it, the Sheriff being prefent, 
Lancafter looked up to heaven with a pleafant 
{mile, and faid, “ Glory be to God for the firft 
moment of my entrance into this place ; for before 
I came hither my heart was as hard as the wall, and 
my foul was as black as hell; but, Oh! I am now 
_ wafhed from all my fins, and by one o’clock fhall 
be with Jefus in Paradife ;” and, with many flrong 
_expreffions, he exhorted the innumerable {pe€tators 
to flee from the wrath to come. This caufed the 
Sheriff to hed tears, being greatly afe€ted with 
Lancafter’s lively and animated fpirit., They were 
a long time getting cH the laft man’s fetters. When 
they were gotten off, Lancafter, beholding him at 
a fhort diftance, clapped his hands together, and 
faid, “ Here comes another of our little flock.” A 
gentleman prefent faid, ‘‘ I think it is too great a 
flock upon fuch an occafion!” Lancafler faid, 
_ Oh! no, it is not too great a flock for fuch a 
. fhepherd as Jefus; there is room enough in heaven 
. for us all.” Then he exhorted the populace to 
. forfake their fins, prefed them to come to the 
. Throne of Grace immediately, affuring them, that 
they would find God gracious and merciful to for- 
_ give them, as he had forgiven Aim. 
© At length they were ordered into the cart, and I 
_ was prevailed ppon to go with them, When we 
were in the. eart, I addreffed myfelf to each of them 
feparately. The firft perfon was Arkins, a youth 


. of nineteen years of age. I faid to him, “ Are. 


you afraid to die?” He replied “ No, Sir, really, 


am not.” I then afked him, ‘ Wherefore he 


was not afraid to die?” He anfwered, “ Becaufe I 

have laid my foul at the feet of Jefus. .I then. 

{poke to Gardner, a journeyman carpenter, abont 
i the 
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the age of fifty, who made a very comfortable r 


port of what the Lord had done for his foul, in the. 


remiffion of all his paft fins, for he found the 
peace of God ‘in his heart. The laft perfon to 
whom I {poke was one Thomfon, a very illiterate 
young man ; but he alfo hed no fear of death; af- 
fering me that he was perfeétly happy in his Saviour, 
and continued fo till fis lait moments. : 
This was the firft time of my vifiting the male- 
fa&tors at Newgate, and of my attending them to- 


the place of exetition; and it was not without - 
much fhame, becaule I perceived the greater part — 


of the populace confidered me. as one of ‘the fuf- 


ferers. When we came to the fatal tree, Lancafter 


lifted up his eyes thereto, and laid, ‘ Biefled be 


God,” then prayed extempore in á very excellent 


manner, and the others behaved with great difcre- 
tion, John Lancafter had no friend to procure him. 


a proper int&ment ; fo that when they -had hung - 
the ulual. time, and were cut down, the furgeon’s:. | 


mob fecured his body, and carried it’ overto Pad- 


dington: When the mob was difperfed a remark- 


able occurrence took place. - 


A company of eight failors, with truncheons in their 
hands looked up to the gallows with an angry coun. ` 
tenance, the bodies having been cut down fome. 


minutes previous to their arrival, An old woman, 
_ who fold gin, obferving them to grow violent, by- 


reafon of their difappointment, mildly faid, ‘* Gene 
tlemen, I fuppofe you -want the man that the fur- ` 


geons have got.” “ Ay,- replied the failors,. 


+ 


“ where is he ?” She told them, that the furgeons . 


etew had carried him over to Paddington, and. 


3 


poroted -out to them the road thithak y They haften- ; 


formation they wanted, they went and demanded the 


‘ed away, and as they entered the` town, enquired : 
where the furgeons.mob was ? On receiving the,in- - 


+4 


body of Jobn Lancafter. . W hen they had obtained | 


it, two of them took him on their fhoulders, ‘and 
carried it round by Iflington. They being tired, 


two others laid themfelves under the body, and car- ` 
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ried it from thence to Shoreditch; then. two mare - 


carried it from Shoreditch to Caoverle’s-fields; at 
length, after they were. all weary, and unable to 
carry it farther,’ they agreed to. lay it on tbe flep of . 
the firi door they came to. They did fu, and! went 
their way. This gave birth to a great riat in the 
neighbourhood, which brought an old woman, who 
lived in the heufe, down fairs. When fhe faw 
the corpfe at the. flep: of the door, fhe cried out, 
s Lord, here is my fon John Lancafter!’’ This 
being {pread abroad, the Methodifts made a collec. 
tion, and: got him a fhroud ‘and a coffa. Thia 
«vent was the more fingular, as. tbe feamen had za 
knowledgd af the body, nor to whom-he belonged 
when living. My fecond wife went with. me to 
fee: him, previous. to: the buriab; bnt neither of us 
. Could perceive: the leaft alteration ia his vilage or 
features, or any appearance of violence on amy part 
of his:body. A pleafant file appeared in bis coun 
teriance, and be layas in a {weet feep, . 

- From. the time of my introduction among the 
ptifoners, E preached frequently ta the felons and . 
and debtors in Newgate... Of the later I joined . 
about thirty-Gix in a regular fociety; por would - 
they fuffer any individual to kve in any outward fins. 
at they wever neglected to infarm me af every fach 
inftance. I had fo liwely a zeal for the eaufe of 
religion, from my firft hearing the Gofpel, that I 
{pared no pains ta do. all the goad in my pawer, - 
beth to the-bodies and fouls. of ‘finners ; embracing: 
eyery oppartunity, hoth jn\/bearing and fpeaking ; 
fo that in procefs of time I preached in every prifon, 
as well as many workhoafes in and about Londan ; . 
and frequently trawelled to almoft every town with. 
im twelve miles ef the metropohis. ‘ 
-I fih continued in the Foundry-fehoal, and by 
my fecond marriage, my family was much imcrealed 
im tehaposal circum ftances, and my fowl was exceed- 
` ingly delighted; but by rifivg at four o'clock every. - 


morning, going to the five o'clock preaching, diis .. 
gently attending the chureh-fervice, and ftriftly : - 


obferving 


Li 


pts el ee a ee ee Se i a i ay A a RoE A 


“Mr. Silas Tol. = (ssi 


Obferving all the other ordinances of God, 1 was. 
more deeply convinced of my unbelief, and the 
remains of the carnal mind. No tongue can ex- 
prefs the bitternefs of foul I now laboured under, 


both day and night, having “‘no reft ia my`iehb ` 


by reafon of my fin;” and although my place ot: 
abode joined the Foundry,.yet, when I have left. 
the {chool, to go either to breakfaft or dinner, my. 
agony of mind has been fo great, that I have even. 
Orgot to eat my bread, and oftentimes wandered 
into Hoxton-Fields, to pour out my mifery before. 
God. Frequently, after I had difmiffed my fcholars 
in the evening, I have taken a folitary walk into 
the fields till nine, ten and eleven o'clock, roaring 
for the very difquietude of my foul; and notwith- 
flanding I never could accufe mylelf of inattention. 
to any ordinance, faiting and praying, &c. yet my: 
unbelief prevailed, ull I became completely ` mi-. 
ferable. | | | 

In this fituation I continued about three years, 
` fo that I *“ chofe ftrangling rather than lite ;”? nor. 
could I, with all my hearing and felf-denial, overs 
come this damuing fin of unbelief. When people. 
told me I could believe if I would, gladly would. 
Ihave given worlds to believe, were they in my 
power ; but “ fuch power belongeth to God alone,” 
and glory be to him, he at lait difplayed that power: 
in my.. deliverance; the manner of which 1 fhall 
now {imply and fincerely relate. -Taking one morn- 
ing my melancholy walk, after five o’clock preach-. 
ing, as I. was paffing Ratcliff: Row, I perceived a 
cow coming towards me, and really wifhed in my 
heart I was that beaft, as 1 confidered it ten thou. — 
fand times happier than myfelf. The next thing: 
that paled me.was a-dog, when I withed I cout 
change myfelf into that animal. Afterwards I ob-- 
ferved a man a few yards off, and. thought he wouid 
afford me the greateft happinets, if he would: put 
an end to my wretched life. Sp gN 

In thefe miferable moments; I had no conception 
of a deliverance near, efpécially as the enemy of 
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my foul. fuggefled to me, that if I lived five bun- 
dred years in the world, I fhould never receive a 
change of fpirit by the grace of God. I con- 
tinued walking, till I came to a lonefome part of a 
field, by the Shepherd and Shepherdefs, which I 
imagined: was better calculated for: retirement than 


any other fpot thereabouts. Wher I had fecluded 
myfelf therein, on a fudden, in the twinkling of an 


eye, a hand ftruck me on the top ef my head, 
which affefted me very much ; but I inftantly found 


myfelf crying with a loud voice, * Praife God, . 


praife God,” and looking up, E beheld the fky, as 
it were, full of the glory of God. This attended 
me for the fpace of a minute, but was fucceeded 
by an uncommon thick darknefs. I did not feel 
any pain, but it was: followed with thefe words, 


* This is one of your old delufions.” I was ftag-` 


gered at this for a few moments, yet was quickly 
enabled to look up to heaven, and to befeech God 
in fervent prayer, that 1 might more fully know 
whether this was a fign of the remiffion of fins ? 
As I looked up, the heavens feeined to open about 
a mile in length, and tapered away to a point at 
each end. The center of this avenue was about 
twelve feet wide, wherein I thought I faw the Lord 
Jefus ftanding, holding both his hands up, from 
the palms of which the blood feemed ta ftream 
down. Floods of tears now gufhed from my eyes, 
and trickling down. my cheeks; and faid, “ Lord, 
it 18 enough !? | | 
Nothing remarkable having occurred in my 
{piritual or temporal affairs, from the year 1745 to 
1775, 1 fhall now give a farther account of my 
labours among the prifoners in Newgate. 


' I believe it is upwards of twenty-one years fince 


I firt attended the prifoners in Newgate, both 
debtors and felons ; and was there a witnefs of the 
horrible fcene, which is the very emblem of the 


infernal pit. Havinga conftant preffure ot my’ 


-mind to ftand up for God in the midft of them, I 
prayed for wifdom and fortitude, as it is fẹ dife 
ee 4 : agreeable 
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agreeable a tafk to flefh and blood. For a few 
years, I met with many repulfes from the keepers 
and Ordinary, and alfo from. the prifoners them. 
felves; but F the more vehemently preffed through 
all; fo that (in the name of.God) I would take 
no dental. 

The ordinary conftantly on Sunday mornings fta- | 
tioned himfelt a few doors from Newgate, for the 
{pace of two hours and more, to obftruét my en- 
trance, forbidding all the turnkeys to give me ad- 
mittanee ; yet the Gad of all compaffion frequently 


“made an entrance for me, fo that I had an oppor- 


tunity of preaching every Sunday morning on the 
debtors. fide, to the number of forty prifoners, who 
behaved with much ferioufnefs and attention ; after. 
which I propofed the uniting themlelves together in 
a fociety. I read and left with them the rules of our 
fociety, defiring them to confider ferieufly whether `` 
they deemed it proper to confine themfelves to fuch 
regulations or not. On my next vifit 1 underftaod, 
that, thrdugh the circum{peétion of two or three 
prifoners, who were men of underflanding, and of 
a liberal education, and who highly approved of 
my prdpofals, an unity had taken place among 
thirty or more of them. For a confiderable time 
they payed regular attention -to preaching, and to 
the meeting of the fociety. If any offence was 
given I was made acquainted with it. This cecono- 
my continued for a confiderable time, when a 
tumult was made by the ordinary, who ever afters 
wards fhut me out from thofe parts of the prifon $ 
Yet there was a bleffed work of God’s Spirit among 
the felons ; and more eminently among the con- 
demned malefaétors. ios 

One inftance was one Holmes, who was yery 
ufeful to his fellow-fufferers, and likewife to the 
fpe@tators. Having no oppofition, I joyfully em. 
braced the opportunity af vifiting him and five other 
malefa€ters, and foon gained their attention. to my. 


Here 
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Here I endeavoured to take fuch methods of con- 


dufting myfelf towards thefe men, -as I had afually 
done with the former happy departed fouls ; and as 
I had an open door into the cells, which . ever 
prdved the moft beneficial to the then confined pri- | 


foners, 1 went from cell to cell, and was locked in 


with each of them for a longer or fhorter time, ac- 
cording to the ftate of their mind. -Herein the. 
hand of the Almighty was evident. Finding 


‘Holmes more lively and aflive than any of the reft, . 


he anfwered a very ufetul poipoi ; having a clear 
fenfe of forgivenefs himfelf, be zealoufly exerted 
himfelf in bringing the reft of his fellow-fufferers to. 
a true fenfe of the neceffity of being born again ; 
and truly the Lord profpered his endeavours, fo 


. that at every vifit I made, I found the reft of the 


maletaétors either under flronger conviétions, or 
juft ready to ftep into the pool. The advice I gave. 


‘them was principally intended to make them more. 


deeply fenfible of. their loft eftate, and I was very. 
cautious-of daubing them with untempered mortar ;. 
and hence I always perceived their converfions were 


- more folid, real, and permanent; fo that what they. 


“had received was truly fhewn in their conduéh. A 
few days before tbeir death, I came more home. 
to the point, and fhewed how impoffible it was to- 
be happy, either in time or eternity, without. God. 
heing reconciled to them through the death of. 
our Lord Jefus Chrifi, . and a. fenfe of the for-. 
givenefs of their fins, None of them appeared to- 


` be clear in this point, except Holmes. 


_ Here I was ftruck with the condu& of one of the 
waung men, a Roman Catholic, who, notwithe. 


| ftlanding all I could fay, would not be reconciled. 


to his profecutor, declaring that he would maintain: 
that refoluiion to his lat moments ! I told him, the. 
Word of Gad: lay flat againft. him, quoting that. 
paffage of Scripture, “ 1t ye from your heart for- 


give not every one his brother his trefpaffes, neither. . 


will your heavenly Father forgive.your trefpaffes.”’. 
This greatly alarmed him, fo. that he became. more. 
l = teachable. . 
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_ teacbable. The. night before their execution, L- 
defired the inner-keeper to give them the oppore 
tunity of affembling together in one cell, to the 
end they might all pafs their laft hours,in pouring 
out their fouls in fervent, prayer before God: This 
` was granted. I alfo requefted one of the prifoners, | 
who had been confined for fome years, to aitend . 
them diligently, and read to them. He did fo, | 
and they accordingly began their exercife out of the | 
prayer-book ; but after a while, one of. them faid, - 
** Come let us pray extempore, and who knows but - 
God will open our mouths.” .They all gladly con- 
fented, and the Lord in mercy did not only open - 
their mouths, but their hearts too, and that in an - 
unufual manner; manifefling bimfelf unto them, 
ai does nat unto the world ; fo that they wreftled 
with God in fuch, fervor of {pirit, from nine till 
twelve o'clock, that each of them was in a profufe 
{weats: Then. they laid themfelves down to reft 
from twelvé tọ two, when every ong of them again.. 
joined in prayer; nar did they defift from that, ex. 
ercife ull the tige.arrived when they were fuma 
moned tọ chapel. E | 
I went that morning before day-light, and, 
availed myfelf of the opportunity of getting admits, 
tance juft before they were let down. As they en- 
tered the pyefs-yard, I faw the happy confequence 
of their lait aéts of devotion. No tongue or.pen is- 
able to reprefent the folemn joy and peace which 
appeared in each countenance, ;pasticularly-ip the. 
young Raman Catholic whom I could not prevail: 
upon to orgie his profecutor; To him F chiefly . 
addrefled myielf, faying, ‘* My dear man, how do 
you find yourfelf ?” | Ele replied, with a pleafant. 
voice, ‘and a heavenly countenance, “ Find myfelk! 
why, truly Sir, my foul is filled with light, love 
and peace, that I am the fame as if I had nothing 
befide within me!” In this rapturous fpirit he con- 
‘tinued to his lat moments. After chapel, Holmes, 
with the others, came down, and had their irons 
flruck of, He fpoke to atl about him o. pred 
| peak- 
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fpeakable love of God to him; and affured them 
that he knew God, for Chrift’s fake, had forgiven 
all his fins: His words were fo powerful, that he 
drew abundance of tears from the fpeétators. Af- 


ter they were haltered they were put into the three” 


| Carts, and fent for execution. I went with Holmes in 


the firft, {pending our time to the moft advantages 
Upon our arrival at the tree, Holmes firft ftood up, > 


and, lifting his eyes to heaven, faid, ‘* Lord, didt 


not thou die for finners? thou didft die for me!" _ 


Then turning round to the multitude, “he prayed 
extempore, fo that it caufed hundreds to be in tears 
round the gallows, When prayers were finifhed 
by the Ordinary, all of them, agreeable to my re- 


queft, went off the ftage of mortality, firft turning | 


round, and putting their faces to each other, their 


hand being tied, crying out, as in the voice of one 


man, ‘* Lord Jefus receive our fpirits.” . 
During the {pace of time between the feveral 


executions, I frequently preached and exhorted 
among the felons and debtors in Newgate, and con- 


ftantly vifited the fick in all parts of the prifon, 


which I have reafon to believe was bleffed, ina 


pet meafure, to many of their fouls; as num- 
ers were prepared .to receive the glad tidings of 
falvation, when under fentence of death. 

Some years ago, Morgan, Whalley, Brett, and 


Dupree, with two more, being under fentence of — 


death, were ordered for execution; and though 
they were all confpicuous chara€ters in life, yet the 
higheft intereft the nation could afford was ineffec- 
tual to obtain an exemption from juftice. | 
The circumftance was thus: They all agreed up- 


on a party of pleafure, at the ele€tion of a member 


for Chelmsford, in Effex ; and after they had glut- 
ted themfelves with immoderate eating and drink- 
ing, they confented to divert themfelves i going 


out upon the road, and robbing thé firft perfon they 


fhould meet. A farmer chanced to pafs, whom 
they attacked and robbed of all his money. The 


farmer having met with afliftance, purfued them: 


into 
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inté Chelmsford, where they were fecured, and 


removed to London. Here they were caft, received 


-` fentence of death, and ordered for execution. Mr. 


Brett, was the fon of an eminent divine in Dublin ! 


' Whalley a gentleman of confiderable fortune! 


Dupree was alfo a gentleman! and Morgan an 
officer on board one of his Majefty’s fhips of war! 
The lat of thefe was frequently vifited by Lady 
E. H. (the Duke of Hamilton’s daughter) both be- 


fore and alter fentence. As I was often prefent 
_ with them at their feveral interviews in Newgate, I 


underftood, that if this affair had not hanpened, 
Mr. Morgan and Lady Betty were to have been 
married ina very fhort time. | 

This Lady went daily to his Majefty, as did alfo 
others who had great influence, and pleaded with 
his Majefty for the life of Mr. Morgan; but, his’ 
Majefty confidering it a point of injuitice, as well 
as partiality, would by no means attend to her 
poora Befides, as they were all perfons of 
ortune, and could not plead neceffity, his Majefty 
faid, his fubje€is were not tobe put in fear, and fut- 
fer the lofs of their property, merely through a 
wanton whim. However, the morning before the 
execution Lady B. H. appeared before his Majcfty, 
and fell upon her knees. ‘* My Lady,” faid his 


= Majefty, ‘there is no end to your importunity; I `’ 


will {pare his hfe, upon condition that he be not ac- 
quainted therewith ull he arrives at the place of 
execution.” Accordingly Brett, Whalley, and 
Dupree, were tied up tothe gallows; the other.cart, 
with Morgan, .and two o:her gentlemen, followed ; 
but the Sheriff, upon ordering the coach to flop, 
produced the refp:te fent to Morgan from his Mae 
jefty. ’Tis hard to exprefs the alarm this made 
among the multitude ; and when I turned round 
and faw one of the prifoners out of the cart, falling 


= to the ground, he having fainted away at the fud- 


den news, I was inflantly fetzed with terror, as I 
thought it was a refcue rather than a reprieve; 


_ but when I beheld Morgan put into a coach, and 


per- 
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perceived that Lady Betty Hamilton was feated 
therein, in order to receive him, my fear was at 
an end. : l 

As foon as the coach, with Morgan and the Lady, 
had drove off, a venerable gentleman walked up to- 
the firft cart, and addrefling himfelf to Dupree, 
begged him to look ftedfaftly to God, in whofe 
prefence he would fhortly appear ; and hoped, the. 
mercy his companion received would have no’bad 
effet upon him. Dupree, with calmnefs and com- 
pofure af mind, faid, ‘ Sir, I thank God that he 
is thus reprieved ; it does not by any means effeét 


` me.” This gave the gentleman much fatisfa€tion. 


When prayers were ended, I addreffed each ‘of 
them in the moft awful words I was capable of, and 


have reafon to believe, they were not in vain, as © 


they all appeared entirely refigned to their fate. 
Brett, in a mild {pirit, earneftly craved the prayers 
of the multitude, and conjured them to take warn- 
ing by the untimely end of the three objects of their 
prefent attention. When they were turned off, 


` and the mob nearly difperfed, I haftened back to 


dy deftitute of the fear or knowledge of God, and _ 


Newgate, and there ferioufly converfed with Mr. 
Morgan, who, in confequence of the unexpeéted 
change, was {carcely recovered. - 

In the courfe of our converfation he told me, 
thata few minutes before and at the arrival of his re- 
prieve, he was in fo happy a ftate, that he could not 
tell whether life or death was moft defirable ; yet, 
when about’ fix weeks were elapfed, it evidently 

s 


appeared, that the impreffion made by his Majefty 


gracious att of lenity was clearly worn off; for one 
day I deteéted him in playing at- cards with one Mr. 
Barrett ; who was confined’on a fufpicion of de- 
frauding his creditors, and who feemed to be total- 


. «was alfo very ‘prejudicial in bis behaviour to the 


fouls of poor condemned prifoners, ever attempt- 


 ing’to divert their minds from their attention'to - 


that which was truly good; likewife fetting at .- 


“nought, and expofing to ridicule, thofe who incef- 


l fantly 
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fantly laboured for their eternal benefit. I then 
laid before Mr. Morgan the dangerous folly of fuch 
proceedings, and added, ‘if fuch condué as that 
(viz. playing at.cards) is abolifhed by men of com- 
mon fenfe, how much more then ought it to be fo 
by one who had fo recently been refcued from 
death by his. majefty’s clemency!” I therefore in- 
treated him to lay the cards afide, and never ate 
tempt torefume-them any more. By this remon- 
{trance he became very complaifant ; and, in a mo- 
ment’s time, he paid attention to all my reproofs. 
Mr. Barrett began to abufe me very much, be- 
caufe I had jnterrupted their playing. Shortly 
after his creditors having fufpicion that he had fome 
effe€ts concealed in a cheit in Newgate, obtained an 
order to fearch it, and found to the amount of five 
thoufand pounds in bank notes, cut in halves. 
Soon after this his trial came on, and he was found 
peut He, with Mr. Samuel Lee, who was con- 


emned for forgery, were, ordered for execution ; _ 
Barrett, on Tuefday, in Smithfield; Lee, on Wed- - 


nefday, at Tyburn. Barrett refufed my company, 
and the fervice I might have been to him; there- 


fore I cannot give any account of his behaviour. 


during his laft moments ; but Lee was very atten- 
tive to inftru@tion, and juft before he was turned 
off, put a letter into my hand,. which I opened, and 


was deeply affefted with the contents. It began > 


thus, Oh, eternity! eternity! eternity! who can 
fathom the depths of eternity ?” The whole of the 
letter expreffed the devouteft fentiments of his foul. 
His behaviour on the paffage to and at the place of 
execution was altogether ferious; nor did he leave 


room to doubt of his eternal falvation. b 
= I {hall next {peak of what I heard and knew of | 


Mary Edmonfon, who was executed on Kenning- 
ton Common, on fufpicion of murdering her aunt 
at Rotherhithe. This unfortunate young woman 
was. under clofe confinement a long time. When 
the day arrived, fhe was conveyed to Kingfton, to 


- be tried before Judge Dennifon, who fome time 
G 


before 
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before tried a Mr. Coleman, a brewer’s clerk, for 
the fuppofed abufe of a young woman; and al- 
though the opponents of Mr. Coleman laboured 
to. perfuade this young woman that Coleman was. 
the perfon who treated her in that fcandalous man- 
ner, yet, when they were in each others prefénce, 
fhe declared he was not the man. His enemies ftill 
preffed upon this young woman to change her 
opinion, affuring her that he was the offender ; 
and as further interrogatories were put to her, re- 
{petting the circumftances which had been alledged, 
fhe gave a contradi€tory anfwer, which feemed to 
imply that he was the man; he was therefore put 


mto confinement, and there fecured till his trial: 


came-on, when he was condemned, and executed. 
About three years after this Mr. Coleman’s inno- 
cence was brought to light; the carman who drove 
him to the place of execution having been proved 
to be the man, and that by his own confeflion; he 


was therefore tried, condemned and executed, and’ 


one Mr. Delagourd, who was found pejured in 
Coleman’s cafe, was fentenced to ftand in the pil- 
lory oppofite St. George’s church in the Borough. 
Afterwards he, with two others, who were con- 
_ cerned in the taking away Mr. Coleman’s life, 
were tranfported. 

I return now to Mary Edmonfon. She was tried 
by Judge Dennifon upon mere circumflances, as 
no pofitive evidence againft her could be produced. 
However, the prifoner fuffered very fevere ‘and 
rigorons treatment from the Judge, becaufe fhe in- 
infifted upon her innocence and integrity, the 
Judge ftill laying the murder to her charge, calling 
ber notorious vile wretch, affuring her that fhe 
would be d 
were io evident, particularly as her apron and cap 
were found covered with blcod in the copper-hole ; 
but fhe was condemned on circumftances only. As 


_F attended her to the place of executron, I have’ 


reafon tu believe fhe was innocent of the charge. 
se IR he 


d if fhe denied the fa&t, as matters © 
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`” As I was prevented: from viftting this woman 
while in confinement, I did not expeét to fee her 


fuffer ; but as I was pafling through the Borough, 
I called on a Mr. Skinner, a cheefemonger in that 


` freet, who earneftly intreated me’ to attend her, 


om s 


that being the morning appointed for her execution, 
I complied with his iatreaties, although I was ex- 
tremely fatigued by a long journey; and as he 
further obferved, that the unhappy woman had 
been brutally dealt with in the courle of her impri- 
fonment, and alfo greatly hindered in making her 
peace with God, I immediately fet out for Kens - 
ey oa gaa yet with littleshopes of getting 
to {peak to her before fhe entered into her ugs 
changeable flate. Some minutes previous to my 
arrival near the Common where fhe was to fulfer, _ 
Thomas Tollis, the -executioner, efpied me, and,. 
filled with joy and.tears, hurried through the croud, 
and faid, ** Mr. Fold, I thank God you arg come 3 
pray follow me, and I will lead you to the room | 
wherein fhe will fhortly be confined; and, for God’s 
fake, {peak as clofely to her as you can.” 

I followed him into the room, and having tarried 
about the {pace of half an hour, I heard a violens 
fhout of , Here fhe cames |!” I then went to the 
window which looked into the road, and there per- 


_ ceived that the mob were giving her a fhocking rea 


ception by terrible curfes and oaths. ` When the 

ifoner was brought into the room, fhe ftood with . 
fer back againft the wainfcot, and appeared per- 
fettly refigned to the will of God. I then addreffed 
her, faying, “ My dear, for God’s fake, for Chrift’s 
fake, and for the fake qf. your own precious foul, 
do not die with a lie in yaur mouth! You are, ina 
few moments, to appear in. the. prefence of an 
Holy God, wha is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. O confider what an eternity of mifery 
mutt be, and tbis will be the certain portion of all 
who die in their fins; therefore, if you are guilty, 
openly confefs it; or if you were in any wife coi. 
cerned inthe murder, you are not clear before God, 

x 2 if 
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if you do not publicly acknowledge your guilt. 
She heard me with much meeknefs and fimplictty ; 
but anfwered, Tha: fhe had already advanced the 


$9 


truth, and hoped fhe fhould perfevere in the fame | 


fpirit to her lat moment. Mr. Hammett, who 
_was then chief Keeper of the New-Prifon, by order 
of the Sheriff, difmiffed every perfon out of the 
room; and faid to me, “* Mr. Told, Iam fenfible 
of the bufinefs upon which you came hither; but 
muft beg you will quit the room, as no perfon is 
permitied to attend her without obtaining the She- 
riff’s confent; but, upon Mr. Hammett’s follow- 
ing me out, he intimated that the Sheriff would 
_ grant me premiffion to attend her in the cart to the 
place of execution, if I deemed it prudent to 
afk him. oe 
_ The time of her departure to the gallows having 
arrived, I folicited the Sheriff’s permiffion to vifit 
her as foon as poffible. He afked me “if I was a 
‘clergyman ?” I replied, “ No, Sir,” ‘ Are you a 
diffenting miniiter ?” I anfwered, “ No.” “ What 


are you then ?” J. informed him, that I was one | 


who preached the Gofpel, and could wifh to be the 
means of bringing the prifoner to a confeflion. He 
then defired me to lay hold of his horfe’s bridle, 
and told me I fhould accompany her to the place of 
execution ; yet he did not urge me to rubh into that 
dangerous attempt immediately, feeing the rioters 
were {fo exafperated againft her. As we were proe 
ceeding on the road, the Sheriff ’s horfe being clofe 
to the cart, I looked at her from under the horfe’s 
; bridle, and faid, ‘* My. dear, look to Jefus.” This 
advice quickened her fpirit, infomuch that although 
fhe did not lock about her before, yet fhe then 
turned herfelf round to me, and joyfully anfwered, 


‘ Sir, I blefs God, I can look to Jefus to my come 


fort.” This produced a pleafant {mile in her coun- 
tenance, which when the fons of violence perceived, 
they d——d her in a fhameful manner; this was 
accompanied with a vengeful’ fhout, “ See how 
bold fhe is! See how the b——h laughs!” | 

. . At 
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` At length we came to the gallows, where many 
officers were ftationed on horfeback, befides num- 
bers more on foot furnifhed with conftables ftaves. 
When the cart was backed under the gallows, a 
very corpulant man trod on my left foot with fuch 
weight, that I really thought he had taken it quite 
off: However the Sheriff ioon cleared the way, and 
formed an rangement of conitables round the 
cart; then direéted. fome of them to put me 
into it, in order that 1 might be of all the fervice to 
the malefa&tor in my power; the Sheriff himfelt 
anding behind the cart, the better to avail himfelf 
of my difcourfe with her. When fhe was tied up, 
I began to prefs:her to acknowledge the murder, in 
the moft folemn manner I was capable; but the de- 


‘clared her innocence in prefence of the fheriff. I 


+ 
4 


then interrogated her. “ Did you not commit the 
faQi?. Had you no conceru therein ? Was you not 
interefted in the murder ?”’ She anfwered, “I am 
as clear of the whole affair, as I was the day m 
mother brought me into the world.” The Sheriff, 
on hearing thefe words, fhed plenty of tears, and 
faid, “ Good God Í it is a fecond.Coleman’s cafe!” 
This circumftance likewife brought tears from many 
perfons who heard her. ae J 

When I was getting out of the cart, the execu- 
tioner put the handkerchief over her eyes; but fhe. 
quickly moved it away, and, addreffing herfelf to 
the multitude, begged them to pray that God would 
bring to light, when fhe was departed, the caufe of 
the affaffination, faying, that ihe had no doubt that 
the prayers of fuch perfons would be heard ; but 
repeated her innocence, folemnly declaring, that 
fhe was as ignorant of the crime, for which fhe was 

oing to fuffer, as at the day of her birth; and 
added alfo, I do not lay any thing to the charge of 
my Maker; he has an undoubted right 'o take me’ 
out of this world as feemeth him good; and ala 
though I am clear ot this murder, jet I have fin- 
ned again{t him in many grievous inftances ; but, I 
blefs God, he hath forgiven me all my fins.” Her 
. Gg =- kinfman 
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kinfman then came up into the cart, and would 
fain have faluted her; but fhe mildly turned her face 
afide, ftrongly fufpeéting him to be the affaffin, 
having frequently challenged him therewith at 
Kington. , | 

After her kinfman was gone out of the cart the 
executioner, a fecond time, was putting the hand- 
kerchief over her face, which fhe again turned afide, 
looking at the Sheriff, and lamenting thus with 
meeknefs, “ I think it cruel that none is fuffered to 
pray by me.” The Sheriff then defired me, for 
God’s fake, to go a fecond time into the cart, and 
renew my prayers with her; which, when finifh- 
ed, fhe began to pray extempore, and in a moft 
excellent manner. When fhe had concluded her 
prayer, the executioner performed -his part, and 
being turned off, her body dropt againft my right ` 
fhoulder; nor did fhe once ftruggle or move, but 
was as ftill as if fhe had ‘hung three hours. 

Upon her trial it was reprefented, that fhe cut all 
her fingers acrofs on both hands for a deception, in 
order to lay the murder upon fome other perfon; | 
but, in her defence upon trial, fhe declared that her 
fingers were not cut by a knife; but, being alarm- 
ed, when fhe entered the houfe, at feeing four men, 
one of whom was ina white frock ; and alfo feeing 
her aunt lay weltering in her own blood, fhe ftarted, 
. which, when the murderers perceived, they all ran 
out of doors. Mary following them clofe, caught 
the. door with both her hands, and called out 
« Murder ;” but, by their pulling the door very 
hard, her eight fingers were thereby jammed almoft 
off. When the was executed, I noticed her fingers, 
went immediately and took a door, with which I 
jammed my fingers alfo, and found them to be 
marked exaétly like hers. - p 

I now return to the kinfman of Mary Edmon- 
fon, who upon the death of his aunt (as Mary ond 
be were coufi: s) was entitled to an hundred pounds, 
left him by way of legacy, and likewife to. Mary 
two hundred pounds, The kinfman having re« | 
| . ‘received 
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ceived his,. bought himfelf out of the army. ` Some 
time after the execution of his kinfwoman,, he, 
with another man, hired a poftchaife in the Borough, 
to go on a party of pleafure to Croydon-Fair. 
Upon their return in the evening, Mary Edmon- 
fon’s kinfman faid to his friend in the chaife, as 
pafling Kennington gallows, ‘* There is the place 
where my kinfwoman was hung wrongfully !?” The 
other (ftruck by the affertion) {.id, a Wrongfully ! | 
How do you know fhe was bung wrongfully P” | 
** Becaufe,” replied the kinfman, ‘ I fhould have 
gone in her room,” His companion alter a {hort 
converfation, afked him where was the place of his 
abode? He anfwered, ‘ In Hedge-Lane, Charing- 
Crofs.” When they had put up the chaife, the 
fuppofed friend of Mary’s kinfman went that mo- 
ment to Juftice Hammond, in the Borough, who, 
being informed of what bad palfed, granted a war- 
rant to apprehennd him. He was accordingly ap- 
prehended, and committed to Newgate, where, at 
his requeft, I vifited him. He then defired me to 
render him all the fpiritual affiftance I was able ; 
but my inftructions were loft by the advice which 
he received at Newgate from his fellow criminals, 
having fpeedily learnt to deny the confeffion he 
had made to his companion in the chaife. Not- 
withflanding this he was removed from Newgate to 
Kingfton, and tried before Judge Dennifon, who 
tried his kinfwoman, Mary Edmonfon; but as he 
denied the charge, the judge acquitted hin: How- 
ever, he foon went on the highway, and committed 
a robbery, for which he:was tried, cait, and con- 
demned; but I have been informed, Judge Den- 
nifon, to prevent clamours, got him a reprieve far 


tran{portation. 


I fhall next give an account of Harris, who was 
reported to be the flying highwayman. During his 
confinement after fentence, he was both ftupid and 
hardened, inattentive to inftruéiion from the ordi- 
nary or myfelf. The morning of his execution, 
when he came out of the cell, he behaved as a 

: man 
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man deprived of his fenfes; and upon entering the 


chapel, he became fo violent, that the ordinary was - 


affiighted, and ran away: However, I went to him, 


and endeavoured to fet before him the awful eternity | 
he was jaft going to enter into; yet all the cownlel . 


I gave him was as water {prlt on the ground; nor 
was tie leaft fign of repentance to be feen in his 
countenance, or behaviour. The others that were 
fentenced to fuffer with him, were ordered into the 
cart; yet ftill the fame ftupidity of mind remained 
in Harris; nor did he give the leafi attention to 
what was {poke to him, unul we had paffed little 
beyond Hatton-Garden: I then preffed him to be 
fitent for the fpace of ten minutes, ‘during which to 
be very obfervant in keeping the eye of his mind 
ftedfaftly fixed upon the ever-bleffed ‘and adorable 
Jefus, and to befeech him to forgive all his fins. 
Hanging back his head on the cart, he fhut his 
eyes, and. was profoundly filent for the fpace of ten 
minutes; when, raifing himfelf up, and the tears. 
pouring down his cheeks, he clapped his hands to- 
gether, and faid, ** Now I know the Lord Jefus has 


forgiven me all my fins, and I have nothing. to do 


but to die.” He then burft into an extempore 
prayer, that the populace might diftinétly hear him 
on all fides, and continued happy to his laft moment. 


He folemnly denied his being the flying highway- — 


man, as he never leaped a turnpike-gate in his life; 
et acknowledged that he. had committed feverat. 
ahay robberies. Da: 
The next perfon, of whom I fhall give an account, 
isone Anderfon, a poor labouring man, whofe 


charaćter until now was unimpeachable, touching — 


his induftry, fobriety, and honefty. He had a 
wife far gone with child, and a daughter about 
feven years old ; but was totally deftitute of money, 
‘cloaths, and a {pot where ta lay their heads, having. 
‘been by one of their rigid creditors difpoffeffed of 


‘the mean habitation they formerly held, and necef. | 


fitated. : 
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fitated to lay on the floor in fuch places as they 
were permitted. os 
One morning, having been long without employ -i 


_ ment, he faid to his wife, # My dear, I have a ftrong. 


inclination to go down upon the Quays; it may 
be the Lord will provide for me a loaf of bread, 
or fome employment, whereby we may fuftain our. 
felves a little longer, or elfe we tball perifh with 
hunger. He accordingly went out, but fiuding all 
refources fail, temptation entered into his mind to 
commence robber. Accordingly he went into 
Hoxton-Fields, where meeting two wafherwomen, 
who were bringing homc their clean linen, he, with- 


‘out bidding them ftop, faid to one, ‘ Mittrefs, I 


want money.” She replicd, “I bave only two- 
pence.” “ Then,” faid he, ‘Give me that.” 
After-this he addreffed the other, “ You have got 
money, I know you have.” The.woman an{wered, 
“ I have but four-pence.” He took that like- 
wife, and, fcarce knowing what he did, he walked 
before them into town. When they arrived in 
Old-Stieet, the two women called a conftable, and 
both declarcd that he ftopped them in Hoxton- 
Fields, and robbed them of their money. He was 
committed to prifon, tried and caft at the Olds 
Bailey, with feveral others, who lay a confiderable 
time under fentence before the report was made to 
his Majetty. 

In the interim poor Mrs, Anderfon, though big 
with her third child, made frequent vifits to her 
hufband, and threugh the pity of fome friends, 
was enabled to fupply him with food. During 
the many years I attended the prifoners, I have not 
feen fuch meek,. loving, and tender f{pirits, as ap. 
peared in the countenance and deportment of this 
poor man and his wife. Indeed, they were natural- 
ly inclined to few words; but the woman, fre- 
quently feating herfelt by -her hufbana’s fide, and 
throwing her arms round his neck, they would thed 
floods of tears, to mitigate the anguilh which 


overwhelmed their united hearts: But itis impof. 
fible 
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fible. to do juftice to their exquifite fenfibility and 
tender affetion.. When I called the prifoners into 
the pre{s-yard room, they behaved with the deepeft 
attention; nor do I remember to have made them 
one vifit, but I found their fouls to be greatly pro- 
fited by my exhortations. | 
- Some time before the death warrant came down, 
Anderfon was both convinced of fin, and alfo made 
fenfible of the remiflion of it. The morning of 
bis execution being airived, I attended him a little 
ia fix o’clock, and upon his being let down from 
is cell, found him to be exceedingly happy in his 
mind. He faid he had no doubt of his falvation, 
and that he fhould fhortly be with Jefus, whom his è 
foul loved; and added, ‘* This is the happieft day 
I ever faw in my life: Oh! who can exprefs the 
joy and peace I now feel; if I could have all the 
world I would not wifh to live another day !”. The 
minifter, churchwardens and overfeers, with feveral 
others of St. Luke’s parifh, prefented various peti- 
tions to his Majefly on his behalf, aad he had an 
honourable charaéter from the captain of the man 
ef war, whereto he formerly belonged, and from 
which he was regularly difcharged; yet, when his 
cafe was under the confideration of the Privy-Coun- 
cil, by a Wrong intormation which they received, 
that he was the Anderfon, who was an audacious 
highwayman at that time, he was included in the 
dead warrant. , | | : 
- As I was going in the cart with him to the place 
of execution, knowing the miferable fituation of 
his wife, Len juired of him where fhe was to be 
found ; to which he anfwered, “I can give you 
no kind of intelligence, as fhe has no place of- 
abode, but lays on the floor in fome poor perfon’s 
houfe, moving from houfe to houfe, as the is com- 
pelled by neceffity. I then afked him where there 
© might be a probability of difcovering her. He told 
me in Lamb-Alley, Buifhopfgate-Street. I f{pent~. 
therefore three days in grovelling through almot — 
every dirty alley in that neighbourhood; and, after 
having 
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having almoft given up hope of finding her, I at 
laft received saloumation that fhe dwelt in Holly. 
well-Lane. I went there accordingly and found 
her in a melancholy fituation, fitting with a poor 
old woman; when looking into the room, I faw 
no other furniture than a piece of old rug, whereon | 
they both laid themfelves to fleep, the room alfo 
was, I verily believe, more naufeous than the cell 
of Newgate. When I had fpoken a few words, I 
gave her direGtions to call at my houfe in Chrif- 
topher’s-Alley. She came, but not without much > 
fear, imagining I had fomething againft her. 

As I was engaged in other employment when fhe 
came to my houfe, my wife put two fhillings into 
her hand, bidding her alfo come and take a dinner. 
In the courfe of their converfation, my wife ob- 
ferved to Mrs. Anderfọn that I only wanted todo her 
all the good that was in my power. The next 
night I was appointed to preach in Old-Gravel- 
Lane, where I reprefented to the congregation the 
unfortunate cafe of Mr. Anderfon, who died for 
fix-pence, being his firt crime. I alfo fet forth 
the afflicted and deplorable fituation of his wife. 
And although the congegation that evening was but 
fmall, and thofe chiefly poor people, yet they con- 
tributed to her relief fix and twenty fhillings; and, 
by laying her cafe before others, I got as much as 
clothed her decently. As I perceived fhe began to 
grow near her time, I afked her if fhe could give 
me an account of the parifh fhe properly belonged 
to, telling her I would get a petition figned by one 
of the governors of the London lying-in-holpital, 
to provide for her reception; but the poor woman, 
not having any knowledge of her hufband’s parith, 
I was therefore obliged to commit her as one of 
the cafual poor on the parifh of Shoreditch. Doc- 
tor Wathan informed me fhe could not be admit- 
ted into the London lying-in-hofpital without a 
fecurity from the parith, to receive the child in 
cafe of her death. 


I then 
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_ I then waited on the principal church-warden; - 
but he being abfent, I went to the other, who ri- ~ 
diculed and abufed me in the moft {candalous man- 


ner, altho’ I had already reprefented to him the 
lamentable {tate of Mrs. Anderfon, affuring him 
that her life would be loft for want of attention, 


being left entirely deftitate of money or clothing. - 


The favage replied, ‘I fuppofe it is [ome woman 
you have got-with child, and you want to father it 
upon the parifh.” I told him I lived but a few 
-~ doors from him; that my charaéter was well known, 
and if he chofe to enquire thereinto, he would, in. 
my opinion, find himfelf miftaken. He then faid, 
in a furly manner, “ Then I fuppofe it is fome 
bang’d man’s widow or other.” I took my leave of 


him, and haftened immediately to a gentleman, an, 
acquaintance of the upper church-warden, and in- . 


formed him of the unkind behaviour of the other, 
with the diftreffed fituation of poor Mrs. Anderfon. 
The upper church-warden defired my friend to 
fend her to his houfe the next morning by eight 


o’clock. She waited on him accordingly, and he ~ 


orderd her in, and gave her a good breakfaft, while 
he figned her petition. When he had fo done, he 
ordered her to carry it to the under church-warden 
to fign it alfo, at whofe peril it. would be to retufe 
her, feeing the upper church-warden had pre- 


vioufly figned it. As foon as her petition was — 


figned, fhe attended ‘at the hofpital in Alderfgate- 
Street, and was admitted, where in a few days 
fhe was delivered of a fine girl. When her month 
was elapfed, my wife received her into our own 
houfe, with the child, and fhe continued there for 
many months, performing her daily bufinefs’ in- 
duftrioufly, with all fobriety and cleanlinefs. Some 
time after her child died, and I procured a honfe- 


keeper’s place for her, where fhe gave great fatisface - 
tion, and foon became a creditable woman. I alfo- 


bound her daughter an apprentice to a weaver. 
Some time after Mr. Anderfon’s execution, L 

attended Mr. Powell, who was eat fay. -forgery. 
pat | He © 


š * 
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onto he 


ge . He was an eminent charaéter in his hee 
| pect - 
to religious paneipice he had been very waver- 
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He was much of the gentleman, as well asa very 
perfonable man. The only. obfervation I have to 
make on his behaviour is, that during his confine- 
ment, ferioufnefs and devotion, were truly con. 


fpicuous in him. He never failed to inftruét his ` 
brethren under bis unhappy fituation: fo that, by .. 
“his upright walking in the fear of God, a folemn 


awe was laidon the minds ‘of thofe his fellow fut- 


‘ferers.. When the day appointed ` for’ execution 
arrived, the fheriff indulged him with a coach, and 


bade me get therein, that I ‘might difpenfe my 
{piritual labour to this invaluable foul. I accord- 
ingly exerted ‘myfelf, to the utmoft in giving him 
this kind of help; and afterwards went to the 
other malefa&tors, who were conveyed in carts, 
and there attended them alfo, imparting frmilar 
affages of fcriptural affiftance to them. © Mr. 
Powell’s ‘mind was ftayed upon’God in fo ftedtaft 
a manner, that after we had fung an hymn, and 


- concluded our prayers, he clofed his eyes and 


earneftly intreated me to decline my difcourfe with 


- him, in order that he might be the better enabled 
to meditate on God, and an awtul eternity. At 


the place of execution they all behaved with that 
penitence and folemnity, naturally expeéted of men 


going into an unchangeable ftate, therefore, I hum- 


ly hope, they are all lodged in Immanuel’s breaft. 


> 


In the next place I fhall fpeak of Mr. Gibfon, 


an attorney, who was fentenced to death for for- 
eflion, and handfome in his perfon. In re 


ing and irrefolute, ever learning, but never coming 


tothe perfe& knowledge of the truth: fomctimes 


he inclined to the Romifh church, at other tinics 


‘he would conform to the eftablifhed church of 


England; then he woyld go to the Methodifts ; 


` and fometimes he held with the Diffenters of 
` various denominations; but I foon became ac. 
” quainted with his motives for this kind of do@rine 
hunting, viz, that it Ti from pecuniary views, 


and 
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and lucrative defigns; this I learnt by his own ac- 


knowledgement. He frequently attended my ex- 


 hortations with the reft under fentence, aay | 


_exprefling much fatisfa€tion thereby: I alfo ma 
. him repeated vifits to his own room, where he al- 
_ ways received me with expreffions of pleafure. 
Upon his trial his caufe had been referred to the 
twelve judges. After fifteen months confinement 
he fent his wife to one of the judges, to know if a 


determination of his caufe was near. The judge 


anfwered, “ If Mr. Gibfon is in fo great a hurry 
_ _ to know this, you may acquaint him that his caufe 
has been after mature confideration, finally deter- 
mined; and he will not find it altogether fatisfac- 
tory.” His wife went back without lofs of time, 
and acquainted him with the information; yet he 
ftill was inattentive and carelefs. However, the 
enfving feffions he was f{ummoned to the bar, there 
to plead to his fentence, in prefence of four judges, 
and permiffion was granted him to make his de- 
= fence. It was a matter of aftonifhment to hear his 
arguments ; and the many difputable points of law 
referred to from various books and aéts of parlia- 
ment. I believe it was the univerfal opinion of 
the affembly that he would. be immediately cleared, 
as none of the judges were able to confute him. 
At length Judge Perrot rofe from his feat, and ad- 
dreffing Mr. Gibfon, told him, that his crime had 
been well confidered by the twelve judges, and 
that they unanimoufly confidered him guilty, ad- 
a ding, “ My brethren here maintain the fame 
T opinion.” Mr. Gibfon, on hearing this, turned 
as pale as death, and was fcarcely able to ftand. 
He was then committed to his cell, and clofely 
confined. Here I may, venture to obferve, his at- 


| tention to my exhortations was ferious and conftant, | 


although he was almoft inceflantly bufied with other 

gentlemen, who attended him in his cell, drawing 

up fome writing or other, to thofe whom he or 

they thought moft expedient, in order to obtain a 

' refpite or a pardon from his Majeity. When the 
i S | ` report 
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report came down that he was included in the ` 


dead warrant, he was alarmed, and began to be in 
‘a garneft, enquiring of me what he muft do to be 


‘faved? I applied thofe paflages of {cripture, at 


firft, which were the moft awakening to his con- 


-7 {cience. When I perceived his foul was in ex- 
treme anguifh, then I pointed him to the Lamb of ` 


God, who is ever waiting to be gracious to every 


returning prodigal; I alfo applied thofe healing 


portions of God’s word which feemed moft con- 


ducive to his prefent and eternal happinefs. The | 
awful day came whereon he was: appointed to die; ~ . - 
nor did I perceive any token of a change in his — 


foul. On going to the place of execution, his 


mind was greatly agitated, eternity appeared awful — 
beyond conception ; yet no one could be more 


diligent in making ferious enquiries of what might 
be moft beneficial to his immortal fpirit. When 
we arrived at the fatal fpot, he turned to me, being 
greatly terrified, and faid; “ Oh! Mr. Told, I be- 
eech you give me all the affiftance you pof_fibly 


can !” which God enabled me do, and, in confe- ` 
quence, he appeared to bé much more compofed, 


and refigned to his fate. I hope our Lord and 
Saviour was propitious to his never-dying foul! E 
endeavoured to be equally ferviceable to all the 


reft, who were apparently in a better ftate to leave 


this world'than Mr: Gibfon.: 


- I fhall now fpeak of a few of the cutters among’ 


the weavers; three of them I‘fhall mention in par- 


ticular, viz: Doyle, Valine, and Meffman.* The’ 


night Meffman was brought to Newgate, in order 


to be fettered, he difcovered me at {ome diftance; - 


ahd, approaching me, he faid, `“ Mr. Told, I know 
you vesy well ;” ‘and added, crying, “ I am afraid 
I-thall fuffér, therefore: hoped I would attend him 
‘both before and after his trial; and give htm all the 
inftruétion I was capable of.” I according imparted 


‘to him fuch pieces of inftruion as he feemed to 


ftand-in mof need of; and although he was a man 
of undaunted fpirit, handfome, and of a tolerable 
- | H a ' good 


s4 


Ms S ite eg oe k ee ap? | RO, ot a" Vie I 


83 | } The Life of | 


good underftanding, yet he was foon brought into. 
fubjeftion tothe Father of fpirits; and every vifit., 


I afterwards paid him, he gave frefh evidence of 
deeper conviction of fin, a clearer knowledge of 
himfelf, bis deep fall from God, and his loft fate. 
His .converfion was very fingular, being quickly 


changed from darknefs to light, and from the > 


powey of fin and Satan unto God; which, was 


evidently perceived by all around him. Betore I. 


conclude with Mr. Meffman, and his calm and 
peaceable exit, I judge it no wife improper, bus 
rather neceffary, to render an exaét account of 
Doyle and Valine, who were executed on Bethnal 
Green by the decree of government, and in the 
fheriffalty of Aldermen. Townfend and Sawbridge. 

I have but two remarks to. make concerning 
_ them, nor can I reprefent any thing confiderable re~ 
fpe€ting their attention to the things of eternity. 


It is true a few favourable circumftances appeared . 


in their behaviour; and, at Mr. Doyle’s requeft, 
I wrote two or three petitions to his Majefty, and 
twice obtained a refpite, but afterwards an order 


_ _ arrived to fend them away. for execution.. Here I. 


endeavoured to perfuade Mrs. Doyle to: carry 


ayother petition ; . but fhe replied, with a.ridiculous | 
unconcern, “ There. is. no occafion. for. it; Iam. 
very clear he will not. die.” By. what. I gathered. 
after this, the woman’s meaning was, he would af... - 


furedly be refgued by the weavers upon. their. arrival 
at Bethnal Green; and. without doubt. thefe were 


the fecret intentions of the riotous mob, as were | 
realized by. a watch-word, which on a. fudden 
{pread all over the Green. Stones then began to , 
‘fly trom pG quarter. Now, as I was with the | 
officiating Ordinary in a coach, a meffeager was 
` difpatched from the Sheriff, giving my companion; — 


in the coagh to underfland, that no time for prayers 


would be allowed them, neither would there be- 

any occafion tor either of us; that as foon as the - 

gibbet, which was in the cart wih them, was come - 

to the place appointed, they were to be launched _ 
f | 
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off immediately. Mr. Valine, greatly terrified, 
_ begged heartily that one prayer might be offered 
up to God for them; but that not been granted, 
they were. turned off in the utmoft -hurry and 
cenfufion. i: | 
- Mr. Meffman, and: other of the cutters, were’ 
fhortly after executed at Tyburn; but Mef man; 
apprehenfive that the weavers’ intended to refcue 
him, and he being very happy in his foul, addreffed’ 
himfelf, when in the cart, to. the : fpe€tators ; fay- 
ing, with a loud.voice, ‘ Good people, I humbly 
entreat you to keep ‘as much: filenee as poffible.' 
We with to go to our everlafting home in peace 
and quietnefs; being happy enough to leave this 
world, without the leaft defire of living any longer 
in it.’ Nor did we endure any tumult any part of 
the way, or at the place of execution. Their be- 
haviour was truly ferious; for which I have much 
reafon to believe that they are at reft from fin and 
forrow, and are become partaters of everlafting 

lory, e e 
i I fhall next give a brief account of Mr. Bolland, 
a fheriff’s officer, who had frequently atiended the 
malefactors at Tyburn. He was condemned tor 
forging an endorfement on the back of a promif- 
fory note. His charatter was alfo, in many other 
inftamees, fadly ftained ; fo that the confideration 
of the latter, added to the former offence, together 
with an obfervation made by one of the judges on 
the frequency thereof. in- the mercantile world, 
proved thearanfaftion tod weighty to keep him upon 
fufficient grounds for felf-vindigation; otherwife, 
} have been informed, the mere Meery itfelf would 
not have been heavy enough to bring him, by im- 
partial juflice, to fo awful a fituation. | 
When Bolland firft found that his life was clofely 
purfued, he immediately refunded the money ; yet the 
profecutors would by no means deliver up the note. 
He informed me that his profecutors then exafted: 
of .him a fecond’ payment of the money; and, - 
Goding his life fill in. danger, he paid that alfo, 
ae H 3 © upon 
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upon their giving him an indemnification, under 

their hands, obliging themfelves to cancel the in-; > 
dorfement : and, as he was perfuaded. they. would: 

at upon principles. of honour, he therefore- paid; 

- no further attention to their proceedings; how-, 
ever, they. refufed, at laft, to efface the indorfe- 
ment. ie oie cae oes 

His trial came on, and he was ca, and then 
committed to his cell, where he. lay a long time, 
bnt gave very little attention to his foul’s eternal 
welfare. . His poor wife took every. opportunity to 
make all the. interet, fhe poffibly could. When 
the. death-warrant came down,, and. Mr.- Bolland 
was, included therein, he. was : fo engaged in writ-- 
ing petitions, &c, that he neither could nor would 
fet apart a few moments for prayer and felf-exa- 
mination, which gave me great uneafinefs.. I fre- 
quently told him how dangerous his ftate was, 
wh Je fo anxious about his temperal concerns, when 
his foul was entirely. neglected. He made many pro- 
mifes, but performed very few of them. A day 
or two previous to his execution his wife waited on 
their Majefties at the play-houfe, where fhe gave 
a petition into each of their hands, His Majefly, 
in confequence of the petition, fent for the recor- 
der, and told him that he had a great inclination to 

. fpare Bolland’s life. The recorder replied to his ` 
Majefty, that if he fpared his life, whofe charaéter. 
was truly infamous and baneful, he would {pare as 
great a Villain as any in the nation. It. muĝ be 
obferved, I {peak this only from the information I 
received. ' ; , 
` On the morning of the execution I went early: 
tothe cell, and laboured very much with Mr. Bol- 
land, who betrayed a violent agitation of mind. 
When we had entered the chapch he difcovered the 
moft ferious attention, and was well pleafed to bear 
inftru€tion.. As be had very little knowledge of 
the way to eternal life, fo he was the more intent | 
upon, and earneft in fearching after thofe paflagés 
gi Scripture, which might. furnith him. ii any 
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- hopes-af being faved.. The Ordinary, myfelf, and 


and othe: {piritual friends, ufed our u'mokt en-, 
leavours to ath him in the road tọ eternal hfe. 


` When ‘he was in, the .cast, going to. the. place of: 


execution, he f{carcely cealed af fingle mimute,n 


afking me what, he muft do.io be ‘aved; and, at the 


crifis of his. diffplurion, he ‘repeated the fame. L 


can only, leave him to. a merciful Redeemer, hops 


ing he is fafel, lo:ged in the a'ms of his love. 

| The next of whom I wold fprak, was a-young 
gentleman, Mr. Slocomb. who was executed, fon 
defrauding his father of three hundred pounds in 
the ftock of the South-Sea.Houfe ; much: of the 
gentleman and {cholur were evident-in the behavious 
of this youth. _Upov bis fa:her’s- coming up ta 
Lordon to receive his interet money, he was ins 
formed that his fon brought his draft for three 
hundred pounds, which money he received, and 
the fum was debited to his father’s account. Mr, 
Slocomb, fenior, declared he never gave his fon 
any fuch draft, and therefore infifted upon the re- 
ceipt of his whole interet. The gentlemen. at the 
office acquainted his father, that if he would nos 
abide the, lofs, they muft be under the neceflity of 
apprehending his fon; who would mof affuredly 
fuffer death. The father would by no means fuffer 
the lofs, accordingly the youth. was apprehended. 
He was afterwards condemned, and received fena 
tence of death. The lump of adamant (his father) 
then. retired to the country ; nor would he after 


that, fee or hear from his fon; neither did. be once. 


write to him, or give him any kind of advice, oł 


emit him any relief, notwihflanding he lay a 


long time under fentence, before he was ordered 
for, execution. There was fomething remarkably 
amiable in his conduét; an. entire refignation ta 
the will of God, which kept down every mur- 
muring thought, and entirely poe bis .maka 
ing any omphint agginft the. feverity of: his father, 

His b: havia during his, confinement alfo was 


admirable, being Sljed with: pesieG. ferioulnels and 


devotion, 
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devotion, as he never neglefted to attend on: the’ 
means of grace at every opportunity. Mr. Powell,: 
a young Gentleman who was fentenced at the fame — 


time for forgery, became a companion of “Mr. Slo- 


comb’s ; they conftantly -converfed together about’ 
the awful things of eternity, and :were both truly: 


inftraétive to other malefa&tors. They were both 
much lamented by all who Knew them, even the 
moft diftant of their acquaintance. — As their whole 


demeanor was grounded on the ‘bafis of godlinefs, - 
they, on the awful hour, mutually exhibited fo ex- 


cellent a meafure of that happy {pirit, that: I am 
firmly perfuaded, thofe who clofely examined their 
condh& when on the brink of eternity, could ene 
tertain no doubt of their eternal acceptance with 
God. Be? ed pi Mines oe oe 
The next account I fhall give, is that of Mary 


Piner, who was fentenced ‘to. death for fetting fire 


to her mafter’s houfe. At the fame time three.or 
four men were caft for death, with whom Mary 
thewed herfelf very wanton ; but they appeared to 


be on their important guard every moment of their 


confinement, behaving: with much penitence~ and’ 
contrition of fpirit; therefote the enemy of their 
fouls could not inje& his fatal poifon into the minds 
of thofe, by the means of Mary’s ungovernable fol-, 
ly. I Rrove to make-this young woman the greateft 
and first obje&t of my vifit, but éxperienced various 


repulfes from her. I was grieved to behold her- 


heedlefs conduét, efpecially as the death.warrant 
had juft arrived, wherein fhe was included. ‘“Fhere- 
fore I took her afide, and faid to her, “ Mary, how 


` 3s that you above all the other malefa&tors, are fo 


yegardlefs about your precious and immortal foul ?: 
Do not you well know that God’s all-feeing eye 
penetrates your every ation ?) Are you not afraid 
of going to hell, feeing you- are in a fhort time to 
appear before the great Jehovah, ‘againft whem 


you. have finned with a high hand? ‘Are you de~ 7 i 
termined to ‘deftroy. your own fou} ?- Are you im . ~ 


love-with: eternal perdition; and God’sweath,. thae 
_ | gece ae you 
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you fo madly purfue. it?, Do. you -long to be- 
involved in the botionalefs pit, and the lake that 
burns with fire and brimftone, which will never be | 
quenched ? Oh! remember if you die in your prefent 
cgndition, you will die eternally under the wrath | 
of an ‘offended Saviour; and all thefe miferies will ` 
be your portion. for ever! She paid particular at- 
tention to what I faid, and replied, * Mr. Told,. 
I have had fome knowledge of you, having many 
times heard you preach at Weft-ftreet chapel.” At. 
this I was aftonifhed, and afked her why fhe had 
been guilty. of fo henidus a crimé as fetting fire to 
her mafer’s houfe, and afterwards robbing, him of 
his property.. She aniwered: the devil was too 
powerful for her in the temptation. I now perceived 
a.change in her. countenance, nor did I atierwatds 
hear one unbecoming. expreffion or. obferve an 
indifcreet.aftion in her, to.her lat moment. . | 

The night: prior to-her. execution, I fmportu- 
nately, befought. her to [pend every moment in 
wreftling. mightily with. God for pardon, through 
his dearly beloved Son. To which, fhe anfwered, . 
** God being my helper, Lam determined not to . 
clofe my eyes the whole night.” . Similar advice 
I.gaveto all the reft of the: malefa€tors, one of | 
whem efpouled the like refolution. I then defired , 
o theynner and ig to lock them. all up in one cell, 

that they, might. pour out their joint fupplications to: 
the awful and tremendous Judge of the quick and - 
dead, in whofe prefence they muft all unavoidably | 
appear in a few Useting moments! This was yeadily . 
granted, fo they accordingly devoted that night to. 
an inexpreffible’ advantage, by praying, finging 
hymns, and rejoicing, the Lord God himfelf bes- 
ing evidently in, the midft of them. When Ire- 
turned tothem the next .morning, after having res 
cejved this, fgul-reviving.information, I begged the 
keepers ta pnlock ,the cells, and lead them: 
down. into. the prefs-yard.. The fir} that. çame, 
ont was Mary Piner, I. was ruck with delight. 
when I beheld the. happy «change in her counte-- 


nance. 
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nance. As fhe came out of the cell, fhe appeared 
to be filled with the peace and love of God, and 
clapping her hands'together, fhe gave a triumphant 
fhout with thefe words, ‘ This night God, for 
Chrift’s fake, has forgiven me all my fins; I know | 
that I have paffed from death unto life, and I fhall 
fhortly be with my Redeemer in glory.” When 
the fervice and facrament were concluded, they all 
“came down from the chapel, and were ordered into 
the prefs-yard-room, where I continued praying 
for, and exhorting them all, ‘nearly the fpace of 
forty minutes, when dire€tions were given to bring 
them out, and place them in two carts. Mary 
Piner, accompanied by two other malefagtors and 
myfelf went in the firft cart. While we were on 
our paffage to the place of execution, I frequently | 
exhorted them to keep the eye of their mind fted- 
faftly looking up to Jefus, ufing many repetitions 
of fome paffages of Scripture, which I confidered 
beft adaped to their awful fituation. Here I am 
ftrongly perfuaded my labour was not in vain. She 
continued out in this happy fpirit, finging, praifing, | 
and giving glory to God without intermiffion, till 
fhe arrwed at the gallows. She then accofted one’ 
of her fellow’ fufferers, who cried vehemently, in 
prea anguifh of foul, “ Lord Jefus, forgive me m 
ins |- God be merciful to me a frnner ;” and faid, - 
“. Do-you believe Jefus Chrift died for you ?” He 
replied, * Truly I do.” * Then,” faig the, ‘* there ` 
1s:no room to doubt of your falvation.” This pro- 
diwced'a revival of his fpirit, which continued till 
his laft. breath. ga 


. When the cart was put under the gallows, fhe 


turned round to an innumerable affembly of people, | 
faying, “ Good people, I doubt’ not but many of: 
you are greatly: affeéted at beholding fo young a - 
creature as I brought to this fhametul end ; but” 

-< Oh! I am happy, having full affurance that I hall 
live with him who died for me, and there com- . 
mence an everlafting banquet of happinefs at his ’ 
right hand, in the regio of blifs.” -She then be. ’ 
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gan to ftrengthen her fellow-fufferers, - hefeeching 
them not to.ddubt of the readinefs of God to fave 
them. . And I hope they all received that falvation, 
which was purchafed by the blood of the everlaft- 
ing covenant. a re eae te WE Ag 

I fhal] now give a plain account of Mrs. Brown- 
rigg, in order to furnifh my readers with a view of 
her difquietude, and fhocking fituation during 
her imprifgnment; the Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor having been pleafed to favour me with an 
order to Mr, Akerman (the keeper of Newgate) 
fer granting me permiffion to attend her while con- 
fined therein, for the cruel and wilful murder of 
her. apprentice girl, Mary Clifford, September 
4th, 1767. 7 oe tees 

I went to her accordingly, on the evening fubfe- 
quent to the above dire€tion, and was condu€ted to 


_the room where Mrs, Brownrigg was fitiing on her 


bedfide, accompanied by a poor woman. I ade - 
dreffed her in the moft awful manner I was capable 
of, telling her that I came in the name of. the Lord 
Jefus Chrift; and if fhe would accept of my fer- 
vices I fhould confider it my duty to fpeak my 
mind as clofely as poffible, as I had heard very 


' dreadful ‘accounts of her conduét, She replied, 


‘© Mr. Told, I am very gtad to fee you, and fhall 
not efteem you my friend, if you do not deal with 
plainnefs towards me, and {peak as clofe as you 
can.” Happy ‘was I to hear her fpeak thus, and 
faid to her, “ Mrs. Brownrigg, you are in an awe 
ful fituation before man, but more efpecially be- 
fore the almighty God; your molt fecret fins are 


within his immediate. view, fo that yon can hide 


nothing from his all-feeing eye: Your charafter 
alfo in the eye of the world, is rendered loathfome 
and horrible, as you are charged with crimes of the 
deepeft dye, many of which I can hardly credit : 
However, matters appear too evident in ee to 


_ „the fa& for which you are conviéled.” I likewife 


told her, “ I very much feared fhe had but little 


_ mercy upon her late fellow creature ; that fhe had 


cruelly 
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cruelly.‘ufed the deceafed repeatedly, ant for fome 
length of time!” Her anfwer was, °“ E acknow- 
~ ledge this accufation, fo far as to have given the girl 
repeated correftions, but no further; my~iaten- 
tions, being dire&tly oppofite to any kind of: vio- 
lence.” 1-then obferved to her that’ I did not 
_ believe fhe was ftimulated by fo ‘fierce’ a fpirit óf 
anger, as to be driven to’ the immediate: perpetra- 
‘tion of murder; but. I. added alfo, “ What were 
your ideas of ‘the dreadful confequences,. which 
mutt ifue from fuch ‘fhotking afs of cruelty, too 
"'fhocking to nature ?” She replied, * Sir, If I had 
_ any confideration of the danger, Ì could not have 
` done the deed; ‘the devil reigned with ‘a fatal maf- 
tery, over me.” I then told her, the, Word of God 
“ exprefsly declares, Whofo' fheddeth man’s blood, 
` by man fhall his blood be fhéd, therefore I had no 
' doubt that her life would go for the life of the poor 
` child. ` She seplied, “‘ I have no doubt of it nei- 
“ther.” Here I began to be more pointed, and faid 
4o her, “If you are thus confcious of your guilt, 
"there is no time to lofe; immediately then lay your 
` dreadful cafe before God, under a deep fenfe of 
' ‘the fin you have committed, and not for that only, 
but for all and every of your aétual fins, from 
` the earlieft period of yeur life tothe prefent mo- 
ment, or you can have no juft hopes of mercy at 
' the hand of God, through the merits of a crucified 
Redeemer, as we are confidently affured he came 
“into the world. to fave us from our fins, not in 
` them :” . Therefore I continued to infit upon it, 
“unlefs fhe humbled herfelt under the mighty hand 
of God by a heart-felt repentance, and an open 
acknowledgment of thofe. flagrant crimes fhe had | 
` been guilty of, no favour could be offorded to her 
` unhappy foul by the hand of God in the’ day of 
" judgment, nor would fhe confequently have peace 
` of mind while on earth. ‘‘ This,” faid Mrs. 
Brownrigg, “ I firmly believe.” I then further 
added, “* That I did not come to extort any con- 
feflion from her, and begged fhe would confefs 
T nothing 
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nothing. to me;” but E obferved:to her, “ You 
will, in a few days, be brought. upon.. your. triak, 
When: you will not only. be inthe. prefence of the 
judge and jory, but alfo in the more immediate 
brefence of the all-feemg God; and witneffes will - 

e called for to. give. evidence dgainft you; then 
more efpecially will be.the tiie when it bélioves 
you to {peak.the truth ;. and I charge you therefore, 
at the peril of your foal, not to advance any thing 
againit the diétates. of your. own confcience, in 
covering your crimes, the guilt of which you know 
before God you. are not exempt from; but E pray 
you adhere firmly to the truth, fhould.déath be the 
confequence.”. She replied, “ I mtend it.” I- 
again advifed her to reject, as much. as poffibly. 
the fuggeftions of the enemy, in covering her 
¢rimes, -but be frankly ingenuous in the acs 
“khowledgment thereof before proper miagiftrates 3 
I then-clofed my firft vifit with prayer, after havs 
ing given her, agreeable to her foticitations, all the 
{piritual affiftance within the limits of my capas 
city. When finifhed, I parted with’ het, afd. the 
next day (being Sunday) I vifited her again about ` 
twelve o'clock, rie her how fhe found _herfelf, 
as I perceived her fpirits to be greatly depreffcd. 
She replied, “ Mr. Told, fince you was with me — 
yefterday, I have deeply weighed your kind in, 
ftru€tions, which has eecafioned great uneafinefs 
arid diftrefs in my mind; and notwithRaniing I 
was fomewhat eafy and compofed dt certata, periods 
before, I am, alas! . quite otherwife now, ; for L. 
ain hotribly afraid ! My grievous fins have been fet | 
in artay before me! and I am dreadfully intimi- 
dated and fearful, left God fhould never fhew me 
his mercy!” I told her, I was happier with this, 
report, and much more fatisfied’ with her prefent 
ftate, than at my former vifit,as her confeience wag 
now convinced of her crime. I applied many: 
threatening, as well as healing, paffages of: Scripture. 


E eu to 


this the fpake wit 
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to her confcience, which fhe very willingly, and 
with much thankfulnefs received.: I concluded this 
vifit alfo with prayer, and then parted. | 


Upon my third vifit, (which was on Monday) ` 


1 found her in a very bad and dangerous fpirit : 
Here I exerted myfelf m order to fettle her mind, 
and ftrengthen her confidence. in God; but, to 
my difappointment, I obferved that the enemy had fo 
buffeted her foul, that fhe ftrongly endeavoured to 
conceal her guilt, telling me, with bitternefs of 


fpirit, fhe never intended murder; and that fhe 


was affured, the rigid, partial jury, who fat upon 
the body of the deceafed, would, through their 
envenomed prejudice, treat her with a dates of 
rigor and vou much heavier than her deferts ; 
much warmth. Se 

I then told her this perverfenefs of fpirit would 
prove exceedingly buitful to- her precic:s never 
dying foul, and that it betrayed in her an abfolute 
blindnefs and hardnefs of heart ;, fo that no figns of 
repentance appeared, or the leaft concern for fuch 
repeated adis‘of violence: I likewife gave her to 
underftand, that I confidered it a Brand point of 
my duty to defend the charaéters of thofe gentle- 
men who were on the coroner’s inqueft; adding, 
“ Can you, (Mrs. Brownrigg) entertain a thought 
that thofe gentlemen, who are under an oath, and 
in no wife interefted in giving falfe evidence againt 


‘you, would endeavour to take away your life, with- 
‘out fubftantial reafons and good grounds in their 


evidence ?”: I infifted upon her Jaying afide all fuch 
vaim pretences, which were the mere artifices of 
the devil, to defroy her foul; telling her withal, 


if the would ftand open. to convi€tien, and behave | 
in her fhort moments as became one who was thus 


confined. to a‘few hours anly; for the working oyt 
her falvation with fear and trembling, God would 


fhew her favor at the laf, and- the blood of Jefus. | 


Chrif, which fpeaketh better things than.the blood. 
of -Abel,. would wafh away the ftain of that blood, 


fhe had fo cruelly fhed. I likewife pointed out to. 


her 


. J £ 
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her the loving fpirit of a dying Saviour, who, 
when he was expiring on the accurfed tree for 
man’s redemption, prayed with his laft breath, 
faying, “ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” His prayer was heard, and anr- 
fwered. When Peter was preaching to a great 
number of them, they were cut to the heart, and 
cried out, in an agony of fpirit, ‘* Men and bre- 
thren, what muft we do to be faved?” Peter 
anfwered them, “ Repent every one pf you, and 


- be baptized in the name of the Lord Jefus, for the 


remiffion of your fins, and you /hall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghoft; for the promife is unto 
you, and to your children, and to all thofe that 
are afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God 
fball call :” Therefore, I obferved, * if the mercy 
of God extended itfelf to the very murderers of 
his only begotten Son, no doubt but it will reach , 
your poor guilty confcience alfo ! If you, like them, 
are pricked to the heart, and cry earneltly to God 
for mercy through the Son of his Love, you like. . 
wife /hall obtain the remiflion of your fins, and 
ia name ‘fhall be written in the Lamb's book of 
ife. Then you fhall fing the new fong to God 
and the Lamb, who hath redeemed us with his 
blood, and faves the vileft and chief of finners.” 
Thefe, with many fimilar exhortations, havin 
been given her, fhe began to be more compofed, 
never after attempting to juftify herfelf or even to 
extenuate her guilt. I concluded this vifit with 
prayer alfo, and had not an opportunity of feeing 
er agáin until the day prior to that appointed for 
her to dies, > SE | 

"On the 13th of September, being the Lord’s 
day, I came to Newgate about twelve o'clock, and 


- met her as fhe was coming down ftairs from the 


chapel- The keepers informed me of the ftri& 
orders they had received to lock her up immediately 
in her cell, and defired me to take notice of her 
behaviour. Mrs. Brownrigg then went into her 


cell, and I followed her, and, at her requeft, 
` I ‘ 


2 the 
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the turnkey and woman who attended her. were. — 


both difmiffed. The cell doors were then locked and 
bolted upon us, when fhe began to exprefs the ex- 
treme anguifh of her foul, faying, ** Mr. Told,- 
God for ever blefs you, fit down by me.” When 
we were feated, fhe began to wring her hands in, 
vehement agitation of fpirit, praying moft earneftly 
that God for Chrift’s fake, would have mercy up- 
on, her poor guilty foul, expreffing herfelf, with 
floods of tears, to this effe€t: * 5 Lord Jefus! 
wath away the guilt of the blood which I have 
fhed, in thy moft precious blood ! O Lord! I am 
the vileft and chief of finners; be gracious, be 


merciful ta me, O heavenly Jefus, for nọ fuch a’ 


inner as myfelf ever exifted!-O fave, fave and 
deliver from eternal burnings, my poor, guilty, 


wretched, and hell-deferving foul! O Lord, what’ 


muft I do to be faved? Gracious God, what muft 
I do? Now, heavenly Jefus, cleanfe thou my 


flains, or IT am undone for ever.” Thus fhe con- 


tinued for fome minutes, and then turned to me, 


and faid, “ Mr. Told, what mu Ido? My foul, 
is in bitternefg and heavy diĝrefs,” She added. 
alfo, “ I wrefiled all laf night with God in prayer, . 
except the {pace of an hour, during which I fonnd-. 


ly flept and had very many comfortable vifits from 
the Lord. , During my interval of fleep I dreamed, 
a'dream, in which I bebeld a man coming towards: 


me with a glafs of wine in his hand, who „bade me- 
drink it; } took particular notice of the wine that. 


it was red, fo tht when I awoke I was much ree. 
frefhed ; but all my comforts are gone again, there-. 
fore I am now more diftrefled than ever. 


_Treplied, ** Mis. Brownrigg, I am afraid you do 


not fufficiently permit the ae of God to con- 
vince you of the enormity o 
you are condemned Are you. condemned in your 


own confcience ? Do you jud ç ourfelf, that pr 
j è elf, 
that you may not be condemned. in the day of. 


may not be judged af God ? Condemn your 


judgment, when the. fecrets of all. hearts will be 
i | open 


the crime for which. 


` 
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open to -God, angels and men? Do you call to 
remembrance the fins of your whole life ? And are - 
you fully: convinced that you deferve to be punifh- 
ed eternally for your. impiety and’ tranfgreffion ?” 
She replied, ‘ I do.” Then,”:faid I,’ 1f it be fo, 
you are not far from the kingdom of God.” Wring- ` 
ing her hands, in an agony of fpirit, ‘fhe faid, 
“ Oh! that I may know this; Oh! that I may 
be affured of this.” She continued to ufe feveral 
repetitions thereof. I then afked her whether fhe 
was never tempted to deftroy herfelf. She anfwered, 
“ Mr. Told, Iam glad you have afked me this 
queftion, and I will anfwer it without referve. 
When,” faid fhe, “ I was firt taken at Wandf- 
worth, the conftable compelled my landlady to 


fearch my pockets, to know whether I had a knife 


or any other inftrument, whereby I- might have 
committed the fhocking aét of fuicide. I was 
fearched accordingly, and although 1 had a knife 
fecreted, yet it was not found. This threw me 
into a violent temptation, and I cut a fmall hole, 
the bignefs of a filver groat, in the peek of thefé 
my fays. Herein,” continued fhe, “I put the 
knife; it being a-clafped one, I conveyed it round 
my: hip through the covering of my ftays.” After 
that the added, “ Now as I have advanced thus far, 
I.fhould be to blame were I to conceal the ref, 
therefore I fhall acknowledge to you, Mr. Told, 
that many times I ufed to confider in what part of 
my body it. would be the moft expedient to ftab my- 


‘{elf, tha: by fo doing I might effe&t the bufinefs at 


fafe thiough this temptation. — : | 
. I then afked her it fhe had ever ferioufly con- - 
fidered the: confequence of fo rafh an attempt, and - 
what would have become of her foul if the had died 
an the a& of felf-murder, as it would be utterly im- 
poffible for her to be faved, not having time for 
repentance. Sbe anfwered, * I never was inclined 
to think on any thing of that nature: for the con- 
fideration of the fhame and ignominy, that are 
Ig | _ always 


once ; yet the Lord, in his infinite mercy, led me- 
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always: canfequent on Tyburn executions, ` fap 
preffed every other ferious and calm refle@ion.” -L 
told her I had a, few quefttens more to atk: her, 
and begged fhe would return me the plain, fimple’ .. 
truth, fo. that her veracity might be unfullied and 
fpotlefs. She replied, “ Mr. Told, } can open 
my heart to you, like as to myfelf ;, afk what. you 
judge proper, and I will, by opennefs and fimpli- 
city,. endeavour to afford you: fatisfaQion.”: Ithen 
DMA her it was: currently reported, and well 
nigh in. every one’s. mouth, that in the courfe of. 
her practice in. midwiffy,, fhe had been: guilty. of 
deftroying. feveral children in the birth; and feed- 
ing. her {wine with them, I added, ‘Is this true: 
or. not?’ She replied, “ I was afked the fame: — 
queflion fome time.ago by an eminent phyfician ; 
but truly, Mr. Told, I never had. any misfortune: 
during the time of my. praéticé, except with three, 
and I now defire you to, take down, in writing, the. 
names of. thofe three gentlewamen.I then laid, and — 
they will give. you a; fatisfaGtory account, viz. 
whether the fault lay at my doar or not, as they 
were all. three bropght into the world putrified: E 
have had,. faid, fhe, as .good: fuccefs. in general as. 
off women.in my calling, and.was Saalis efteem-. 
ed by my employers; neither were they ever fo’ 
wonderfully aftonifhed as at the time this unfortu- 
Nate.affair came,to light.”, The. names of the three. 
gentlewomen, who had, the dead children, were- 
Ars. Gore, at Camberwell; Mors.. Pluds, at the: 
workhoufe, in-Grub-Street; and Mrs, ———, at 
the. Bell-Inn, Holborn... . a 
The fecond queftion [-afked: her, arofe: from. ar: 
information I had received touching: her.fecret tranf- _ 
aftions wath -feventeen apprentice. girls, whom fhe: 
had at feveral times. acquired from various patifhes. 
in and about London, as it was.faid,. h fhe: 
was’ requefted to- give an account of them, fhe: 
could produce but three, 'I demanded,“ Is this. 
true,ornot?” “Eo which: fhe-anfwered, ‘ F never“ 
ig my J.fe:-had. mere. than three apprentices;. viz.. 
apt ee . oe the 


ON 


the decéafed, the evidence, and one that ‘is gone 
back to the Fouadling-Hofpital. oe a 
ad then afked her if fhe could fay, in the pre- 
fence of Almighty God, that fhe never praétifed. any. 
of thofe cruelties before. Her amfwer was, “I. 
never did.” F afked her, what coald induce her to 
commit fo dreadful an aét of barbarity ? - She re-: 
_ plied, “ About ten years ago, when. I had fix {mall 
children about me, I walked clofely. in the. ways” 
of God, rifing at five in the morning, and going - 
to fix o'clock prayers: then, Mr. Told, I wa.ivery- 
happy in my Ged, who manifefted himfel£ to me,.. 
fo. that I walked ftedfaftly in the light of his bleffed 
countenance: for,a confiderable time: but oh! une. 
happily for me, 1 grew flack in my duty,. forfook 
my God, and he fosfook me; fo. that I fell-into: 
the {pirit of pride and anger, and then into the 
crime for which I am to die! I can gwe you, Mr.. 
Told, no:other realon, but I beg you: will help my 
diftreffed' foul all that-you can.” I replied, I Hume. 
bly hope God will be your helper, prote&or, and- 
defender.” As‘I fili hoped fhe had: not com-: 
mitted the unpardonable fin againft the Holy- 
Ghoft, I trufted there was yet room for mercy ;' 
therefore I preffed. upon her to underftand, that 
Chrift: himfelf. declared, that every other fin, of 
what nature or kind foever, fhall be: forgiven unto 
men, upon true repentance and deep humil’ation, 
under a deep fenfe of guilt before God. Here E- 
exhorted her to come to the throne of gracé, and 
truft in the blood of the everlafting covenant; - and 
faid that God for Chrift’s fake, would in no wife 
rejeét or. caft out thofe who came to him: through: 
the Son of his Love ; but would blot out all: their 
smiquities as a cloud, and their tran(greffions as a: 
thick cloud ; and that God was in Chrift recons: 
ciling the world unto himfelf. I alfo. told hery 
that the Lord Jefus, even while-he hung upon the. 
‘accurfed tree, bore all aur fins on his own body, 
faying, * It is fintthed,” having made a. full fuf. 
ficient’ facrifice, oblation, and fatisfaQion, for. the: 


fins 
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fins of the whole world, for her’s and mine in 
particular : that we were not damned fo-much or 
certain crimes committed, as for not believing in 
the great truths of the-gofpel, which tell us,“ God 
fent his Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the-world, through him might be 
faved.” to A 

Again, I informed her, that when the Lord Jefus 
fent forth his twelve- difciples, he gave them this 
command, * Go ye 4nto all the world, preach: the : 

{pel unto every creature.” .*“ By the gofpel you 
Bete underftand,” faid, I, ** the glad Cains of. 
falvation, through a crucified Reemer. whol. 
ever therefore believes, and is baotized, fhall be 
faved, but he that believeth not hali be damned.” 
«© My dear woman,” added I, * venture your All 
in time and eternity on this great Saviour of the 
world, and then, though your fins be as ‘fcarlet, 
God will make them white as fnow, and although 
_ they be as crimfon, they fhall be as wool: You 

fee then that God’s thoughts towards us are not as 
our thoughts toward him and one another. See then. 
that you lay faft hold on this hope of eternal life fet. 
before you ; and though you will affuredly to-mor- 
row, before this time, pay the debt of your natu- 
ral life, for the life you have deftroyed; yet be of 

d comfort, the Son of God hath given body 
for body, and foul for foul, that we may be made 
rtakers of eternal life, and be for ever where the 
wicked ceafe from troubling, and the weary {pirits 
are at reft.” 

Thus I continued to prefs the doétrine of fal- 
vation by faith with weight upon her conference, 
and found my labour was not in vain. She began | 
to be much comforted before we parted, and found’ 
fhe could now truft body and foul in the handof her 
dear Saviour. | _ 2 n uae 

Her countenance was much altered, and that lan- 
guid gloom, which refted upon her at our firft en- 
trance into the cell, I eafily perceived ‘to terminate 
in pleafant ferenity. Compofure of mind, and re-. 

“eo n fignation 
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fignation of fpirit, were expreffed ftrongly.in all her 


looks.. I then’ went to prayer, and parted with 
her for this time, commending her into the hands 
of a merciful Redeemer. ' © 


- Monday the 14th inftant, being the day of her. 


execution, I went to Newgate about a quarter patt 


fix o’clock in the morning, and found her with 

- Reverend Mr. Moor, the Ordinary, in the 
prefs-yard' room. . We went immediately up to chae 
pel, endeavouring to comfort her in the beft mane 
ner we could, and found her fpirit fully prepared 
to receive inftruétion,; her mind greatly. compofed, 


and her heart filled with prayer.. 


“When we came to chapel, we tarried fome - 
time. before prayers began, in the courfe of which 
interim the turnkey had introduced Mr. Browns 
rigg and their.fon, They addreffed each other in 


-a very ftriking manner ; then the Ordinary prayed 


extempore with them, after which we fang an 
hymn ; he then exhorted, and prayed again. When 
he. had done, he defired me to pray ; I did fo, and 
we fang another hymn, very applicable to the. dy-. 
ing malefa€tor’s cafe.. Now when we were ready 
to commiunicate, the others were admitted up to the, 
chapel, among whom were three clergymen, who . 
joined usin the facred fupper of our Lord; (and. 

truly a bleffed time it was, efpecially with the male- 
factor, her hufband, and fon ;) at the clofe of which 
folemnity it was canfidered prudent to difmifs every 
peron fram the chapel, in order to give them the 
Arot Ppor mY of taking their laft- farewell of 

one another. So we all retired accordingly ; but Ẹ . 
had not reached the bottom of the Reps belors the 

keeper beckoned to me; .faying, Mrs. Brownrigg 
defired to fpeak a few words with me. 1 fpeedily. 
returned to her; upon which fhe faid, “ Mr. Told, 
we want you to employ a little more of your time 
with us; pray give my hufb ind.and fon a word of ad-, 


vice.” Idid fo, agreeable to her defires, and ima 


parted, I may venture to fay, no fmall fhaie of 
infiruion; for which they returned ra many. 
ae E thanks. 
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thanks. I tben addreffed myfelf te Mrs. Brown- 
rigg, as fhe was in the fpirit of | ihe While I 
‘was {peaking to her, the fon fell 

knees, and, burfting into a flood of tears, -with his 
head againft his mother’s fide, faid, ‘‘ I befeech 


you, my dear mother, lay both your hands upon — 


my head, and blefs me!” She replied, ‘ I hope 
‘God will blefs my dear fon.” Almoft frantic, he 
added, ‘* My dear mother, put both your hands up- 
on my head, and blefs me yourfelf.” His mother 
then put both her hands upon his head, faying, 
| “ My bleffing be upon thee, my dear child.” The 
hufband then fell down on both his knees on the 
other fide, faying, “ The Lord blefs you! God be 
with you, my dear wife!” being f{carce able to 
fpeak for weeping. He affured her that all the 
care that was poffible fhould be taken of her off- 
fpring, that they might be trained up to ferve God. 


They then parted, when the keeper and myfelf led - 


her down flairs, (as fhe was, through extreme dce- 
bility, unable to walk alone) and carried her into 
the prefs.yard room. | | | 

The Sheriff not having arrived, we ‘caught ano- 
ther opportunity of being ufeful to her, applying 
our fhort time to the moft advantage. A clergy- 
man belonging to St. Paul's, was likewife of ex- 


cellent fervice, in giving her good and wholefome - 


‘advice. | | 
The time came, when Mrs. Brownrigg, was Or- 
_ dered into the cart, when the Rev. Mr. James 


and myfelf ftationed ourfelves by each fide of her, ` 


Mr. James on the right hand, and myfelf on the teft. 
i When. we had fixed ourfelves, Í erceived. the 
_ whole powers of darknefs were ready to give her 


ʻa reception, Beckoning to the multitude, defired. 


them to pray for her, at which they ‘were rather 
filent, until the cart began to move. ' Then they 
triumphed over her with three huzzas, which was 
followed by a combination of curfes. > `~ 
When we had. paffed through the gate, carts were 
placed on cach fide ofthe ftreet, filled principally 


with 


own on both dus. 
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wih women. Here I may fay, with the greateft 
truth, nothing could have equalled them, but the 
{pirits let loole from the infernal pit; and to be 
brief, this was the fpirit of the wicked multitude 
all the way to the place of execution. _ | 


` Notwithftanding her crime was horrible, yet 


God, in his infinite mercy, fupported her mind ; 
feeing her time.was fhort, fhe did nat make one 


complaint of fuch treatment; neither did fhe drop 
-a murmuring expreffion from. her-lips in any part 


of her paflage. I repeatedly afked her, if the dread: 
ful tumult did not draw the attention of her mind — 
from off the Lord Jefus. She replied, * Not in 
the leaft, I blefs God.” Then fome of the com- 


mon cries, from thé thoughtlefs concourfe, accom-, ` 


panied with dreadful imprecations, were, pull off 
er hat, that we may fee the b—-'s face ; however, - 
I withftood this cutting clamour all the way, till 
we. came to the place of execution, and that for | 
two reafons ; firft, I was_confcious it would too- 
much expofe her to the cenfure of the inexorable 


mob, and, which was abundantly worfe, it would 


difcompofe her mind, and hinder her meditating 
on: God; the fecond- confideration was, that, as 
the incenfed mob-thought it not enough to rejoice 
over her by common rage and defamatory abufe, 
but were fo. cruel as to cat ftones, dirt, &c. 
therefore, if J, through endeavouring. to pacify, 
them by a friendly addrefs, fhould, on the contrary, 
excite their madnefs and. exafperation, they would 
not only diftusb her mind, but endanger her life 
before the Jaw had executed its office. I muft . 
obferve here, I never, in the courfe of my life, 
beheld fo much the abfolute neceffity, which all 
minifters of the Gofpel, of every denomination, 
lay under, in plucking thofe brands from eternal - 

death and defiruétion. a ee oe A 
When we arrived at the place of execution, the: 
outcries of the mob were not fo violent; yet, 
when fhe was tied up to the fatal tree, and ex. ` 
pofedto God, angels, and men, (an-awful Laid 
) ow . - jitde ` 


e 
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Tile or no compaffion was fhewn ‘by the poy ulacé. 
After the executioner had tied Ker up, I difcovers 
ed d horrible dread in her countenance, and begged 
to know the caufe, Shé faid; “ I have many times 
paffled by this place,: and always when near it a 
dreadful. horror feized mep for feat that ore day I 
- fhould be hanged ; and this enters my mind. afrefh, 
and greatly terrifies me!” I-faid, ‘© Your mind all 
the way was very compofed, ahd you told me, yoa 
could put your full truft and confidence in your Re- 
deemer3 ahd that you had no doubt but that. you 
fhould. be happy with him; don’t you find it fo 
fill??? She replied, s¢1 ftill retain my confidence, 
but what 1 frequently imagined, whenever I paffed 
this piece of ground, now occurs,.and therefore I 
‘am exceedingly terrified.” I then told her it was 
not her duty to pay any attention to that, and ene 
` couraged her to look ftedfaftly to the Lord ‘Jefus, 
and that would be fufficient to fubdue every other 
oppofition, and- enable her to refign her fpirit into 
~ the hands of Almighty Gód, > ®t 
Some time before fhe was turned off, the Ordi- 
hary came into the cast, fpake to her, and prayed 
with her, We fang two hymns, and continued to 
exhort her for three quarters of an hodr.—She was 
very. devout, crying vehemently for mercy. 
. - Jutt asthe cart was ready to draw off, I turned to 
her, and advifed‘her, in ‘her laft moment, to Keep 
her mind ftedfaftly fixed upon Chrift, She faid, 
« Thope I fhall.”, ‘The cart then drew off, and, Í 
humbly truft, God received her departed fpirit. o 
Thus concludes the narrative of the life of Mr. Silas Told, 
written by himfelf fome time before his departure from this vale 
of tears, after having, paffed. through a troublefome and la» 
boricus life with great fortitude and patience ; being continu- 
_ ally anxious for the good of his fellow creatures, particularly 
the condemned malefattors:in the feveral prifons in and about _ 
the metropolis; flriving ardently, by, all.the meansin his pows 
er, to promote their everlafting welfaré à fubmitting meekly, 
for Chrift’s fake, to the il! treatment)which he too often ex» 
_ perienced, not only from 'prifoners: and keepers, but to re- 
proach from thofe who ought ‘rathen to have encouraged and 
applauded him.—After having done all the good in his pow- 
er, he chearfully- refigned his foul-into the hands of -his. Hea- 
venly Father, in Deeember, 1779, in the 68th year of his 
eze, and hath, no doubt, received, this bleffed welcome, 
s Well done good and faithful fervant, enter thou into 


the joy of thy Lord.” . 
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